
 

1 

Paw Paw UMC News  March 2018

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

  

 

 

 

         

  

God’s Resources 

 

Changes are coming.  Years ago when I worked in management in a healthcare setting, I first 
learned that it was important to train my staff to be prepared for change.  Later we just simple taught 
that as good managers we had to learn how to manage change – because it was inevitable.  In the 
20 months that I have been here as Pastor of the Paw Paw United Methodist Church, I have already 
observed many changes.  More are on the way. 

 

One of our biggest changes since my coming on the scene was the closing of the Childcare Program.  
Other changes include personnel working at the church; and, there have been other things such as 
installing new air-conditioning units, a new sign out front and the list goes on too numerous to recount 
everything.  Of course, no one should think that I am equating the Childcare closing with getting a 
new sign – other then they both constitute a change.  Clearly, one has much more impact than the 
other.  This begs the question, however, how much of an impact on our congregation and on our 
community has there been due to the closing? 

 

People directly involved – teachers and parents – were impacted in a major way.  I am not so sure 
about the impact on the congregation, i.e., the church itself.  Perhaps one thing to note is that the 
‘ware & tear’ on the building has lessened a great deal.  And, to that I simply say, “what a shame.”  
We have an ‘education wing’ that is now sitting dormant.  I realize that the financial picture of the 
Childcare Program was such that maintaining the program was untenable.  That said, we should not 
lose sight of an important resource we possess for the purpose of ministry.  This then begs the ques-
tion ‘what ministry?’ 

 

I believe that our worshipping community must grapple with this issue as well as the leadership of our 
congregation.  Our faith teaches us that God is a resourceful God.  The Psalmist said of God, “for 
every animal of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.”  In other words, God has the re-
sources needed for anything.  His “riches” can be recounted in many ways; and, in this case likening 
them to ‘cattle on a thousand hills.’  That same Psalm says later – “Sacrifice thank offerings to God, 
fulfill you’re your vows to the Most High, and call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and 
you will honor me.”  God wants our true thanks for all that He does for us and God wants us to be 
faithful in what we commit to Him. 

 

The ‘commitment’ was made long ago by those who founded this place of worship.  The responsibil-
ity of those worshipping today is to re-affirm our own commitment and determine what we will do with 
what God has given.  We have a resource given by God through the commitments of many who have 
gone before us – an education wing.  We cannot let this important resource simply deteriorate.  If we 
do, we will learn what the lesson is from the Parable of the Talents found in 
Matthew 25:14-30.  I encourage you to read through this passage and then call 
me with your comments about how we can increase what God has placed in 
our care.  (269-303-8062)  Let’s have a conversation about resources and re-
commitments.   

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 
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Soup 

& 

Salad 

It was so much fun last month, that we are going to do it 

again.  We will hosting a Soup and Salad Dinner on March 

10 from 4:30-6:30.  If  you would like to volunteer to make a 

soup, salad or dessert please sign up in the lobby or call 

the office at   (269)657-7727.   
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 Lakeview Foundation 

Community Thrift Shop 

Do you want to meet new people and laugh, smile and have fun?   Do you want to do 

something that is satisfying and of great value to our community? In pursuance of our 

mission to provide quality clothing, houseware and furniture at a reasonable pricing.  

Volunteers are being sought for the Community Thrift Shop in Paw Paw.  Besides enjoy-

ing being with others, we unpack, sort, clean, price, tag and display items, cashier, pick 

up and deliver items that have all been donated from within our community.   

 

As part of the Bronson LakeView Foundation we support:  

 - Scholarships to students from Gobles, Bloomingdale, Paw Paw, Mattawan, Law-

ton Lawrence,   Hartford and Decatur 

 -Emergency aide for families in need(fire, domestic assault, etc.) 

 -Community Partner’s Kal Haven Lion Club, Kalamazoo Ringers, East  

  VanBuren Seniors, St. Paul’s UMC, VanBuren Voyager, 4-H, Miss Paw 

  Paw Scholar ship Program, Gobles Biology Club, Eleanor’s Pantry, Paw 

  Paw UMC, Village Players 

 -Recycling of cardboard, metals, glass, plastic, eyeglasses (almost endless) 

Why Volunteer with us? Our volunteers share these words regarding their volunteering 

experiences at our shop 

 “Personal Fulfillment” 

 “Gratifying” 

 “Friendships” 

 “Journeying with others in life” 

 “The spirit, the energy, the love at the shop” 

Please feel free to contact, Leanne who has been involved with the Community Thrift 

Ship for over 8 years.  She would love to share her story of why she volunteers with 

you.  Call ( 269)657-4186 or to learn more visit our website 

www.communitythriftshop.com.  
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Lakeview Foundation 

Community Thrift Store 

Saturday Cashier/Assistant cashier partners 

 

 

In 2017, volunteers from our church staffed the cashier and assistant cashier positions 

at the Community Thrift Store the 4
th

 Saturday of each month.  (Our shift runs from 9:30-1:30.)   

A total of eight members and friends of our congregation volunteered their time.  In addition 

to our presence in the community, the church receives $100 /month for our work at the store 

paid out quarterly to our church treasurer. 

 We would like to continue this outreach ministry in 2018.  If you are interested in learn-

ing more about this opportunity, please contact Becky at the church office 269-657-7727 or Diane 

Grimm at dm.grimm54@gmail.com or by phone:  269-808-0685. 

 

mailto:dm.grimm54@gmail.com
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A Conference to organize District 7 will be held Satrurday, May 12 
from 9:00 am to noon at Pathfinder UMC.  Registration coming 
soon.  If you have a name suggestion for the new District or are in-
terested in serving in leadership, please email Mandana.  We will be 
collection a piece of fabric from each church to create a banner 
that will represent our new District.  Contact Wynne for details: 
Wynne_hurlbut@frontier.com or (269)720-0741.   
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To help with our  

Church Loan Repayment 

PPUMC would like to invite you to be a part of the Tree of Life.  If you have 

contributed $1,000 or  more towards the Church Loan Repayment Fund in 

the year 2017, you will receive a Leaf on the Tree of Life.   During 2018 you 

can also receive  a Leaf, if you contribute $1,000 or during the course of 

the year to the Church Loan Repayment Fund. 
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Crop Walk 

The Crop Hunger Walk will be April 29th.  More information will be coming soon.   

Good Friday Service 

There is going to a community Good Friday Service at 7:00 at the Almena United Meth-

odist Church.  

Thrift Shop Volunteers 

The thrift shop is looking for volunteers on week-days.  If you are interested please con-

tact Morene Huggett or  you can call the Thrift Shop  (269)657-4186.  

Swiss Steak Dinner 

The Swiss Steak Dinner is coming up, it will be on April 27th, more information will be coming 

soon.  

Rummage Sale 

The Rummage Sale will be May 5th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm,  feel free to start bringing dona-

tions in April.   

Please remember the following people in your prayers: 

Diane Grimm and family 

NEWS AROUND THE OFFICE 

OFFICE MAIL 
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Abbreviation Key 

UMCC=United Methodist Childcare 

Center 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

1.  2.  3.  

4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9. 10. 

11. 12. 13.  

 

14.  .  15. 

 

16.  17. St. 

Patrick’s  

Day 

18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 

25. 26. 27. 

 

28. 29. 30. 31. 

       

March 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

4:30-6:30 Soup 

& Salad Dinner 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

6:00 Crop 

Walk Re-

cruiter 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Good Fri-

day  Service  @   

Almena UMC 
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 1 Ed Poole 

 4 Rev. David Small 

 5 Carrie Radtke 

 Chase Whiteman 

 Annie Fish 

7 Carol Pearce 

13 Macynn Decker 

15 Mackenzie Mattimore Lance 

17 Brian Rumsey 

18  Emily Mortimer    

 Fred Snell 

21 Sandra Lombard 

22 Carl Whiteman 

 Chase Lantz 

23 Julie Rumsey 

26 Haley Sturgis  

 Jean Dahms 

 

  22 Carl & Norma Whiteman 

  30 Fred & Virginia Snell 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or  anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/

number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our 

church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank You 
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Date  Hospitality Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

3/4 Pot Luck Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

 

3/11 

Leftovers 
from Soup 

Supper 
Julianna Huss Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign  
up 

3/18 
Please Sign  

Up 

Please Sign  

Up 
Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign  

Up 

 

3/25 

Please Sign 
Up 

Please Sign Up Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

     

 Greeter   Hospitality  

 Liturgist   Nursery help  

Please Volunteer! 

We are looking for individuals to fill spots in our Sunday service sharing schedule.  

Please sign up for one of the following : Thank you! for volunteering! 

 

  

 

Bronson Commons: 

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
 

Those at Home: 

Donna Hickok 

52601 Sheridan Road 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Al Treat 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #19 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

Norma Stull 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. # 24 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 



 

11 

Paw Paw UMC News  March 2018

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
420 W. Michigan Ave. 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 
 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303 -8062 

Organist/Pianist:  

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer  

 

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  


