
LENT 2018   THEME OF PREACHING SERIES: “Come to Me” – A Gospel of Compassion  
 

Sunday Sermon Title Scripture Focus of the message 

February 18 Coming to Jesus 
Matthew 11:25-30 

Isaiah 45:20-25 
The Reasons for Coming to 

Jesus 

February 25 Finding Rest for Your Soul 
Mark 6:30-34 

Jeremiah 6:16-21 

Our Inner Being is in turmoil.  
Only God can bring calm to 

the storm. 

March 4    

March 11 A Matter of the Mind 
Matthew 22:34-40 
Jeremiah 31:23-34 

We convict ourselves.  God 
provides the means for 

forgiveness. 

March 18 The Yoke of God 
Mark 9:14-24 
I John 5:1-12 

The consequences of our 
relationship with Jesus. 

March 25 
Psalm Sunday 

A Sabbath Rest 
Matthew 9:18-26 
Hebrews 4:1-13 

The Value of God’s Word. 

April 1 
Easter 

After the Sabbath 
Matthew 28:1-10 

Isaiah 53 
God’s desire for us – where 

we are headed 

 
Matthew 11:28-29 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.” 

 
Jesus has issued an invitation to anyone willing to come to Him.  That invitation comes with consequences that are 
sometimes difficult to understand or accept.  Yet, God has promised us we would be able to bear the burden.   
 
We are entering the season of Lent, which is the 40 days leading up to Easter.  In the Church this has always been a 
traditional period of preparation.  According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “the real aim of Lent is, above all else, to 
prepare [believers] for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of Christ…the better the preparation the more 
effective the celebration will be.  One can effectively relive the mystery only with purified mind and heart.  The purpose of 
Lent is to provide that purification by weaning [believers] from sin and selfishness through self-denial and prayer, by 
creating in them the desire to do God’s Will and to make His kingdom come by making it come first of all in their hearts.” 
 
This series of sermons is designed to direct our minds toward the saving grace of Christ and encourage each person to 
“set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  (Colossians 3:2)  The Apostle Peter wrote to believers and 
encouraged them to “prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.” (I Peter 1:13) 
 
Our willingness to obey the commands of God leads to holiness so that we can claim what the Bible encourages –  
“Be holy, because I am holy.”  (Leviticus 11:44) 



The prophet Isaiah describes the Messiah some 600 
years before Jesus came into the world: 
 

Isaiah 53:1-6 

 

Who has believed our message and to whom has the 

arm of the Lord been revealed?  He grew up before him 

like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.  

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 

sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like one from 

whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 

esteemed him not. 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our 

sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, 

smitten by him, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for 

our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. 

We all like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 

turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. 
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