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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

  

 

 

 

         

  

 A Call for Revival 

We made it past Easter.  For some, it was but a thought; for others an important time to celebrate 
God’s mighty act of atonement through Christ.  As I looked at various comments being made in 
the news media about the Easter season and the celebration of the resurrection of Christ, I was 
not surprised to see the many efforts to de-value or deny the possibility of what Easter means for 
Christians.  Nothing “new” about that – the major news medias have long been about the business 
of stamping out the fires of faith in our great nation.  I remain hopeful that our congregation will 
continue to experience a growing desire to gather for worship on a regular basis and, thereby, help 
to fan the flames of faith. 

 

In the realm of the Christian community (speaking of those who would place themselves in that 
“community” as opposed to some other religious community), there is a wide range of beliefs 
about the resurrection of Jesus.  For those who are done with tradition, Easter is a bother because 
there is a lot of tradition taking place during the Easter season.  For those who are trying to “put a 
new face” on all the celebrations, Easter must be a major challenge when trying to communicate 
something new about a very “old story.”  For the faithful who are asking for renewed excitement 
that stimulates the spiritual senses, Easter presents lots of opportunities.  The message of Easter 
is “old” but relevant for our current time.  The celebrations are grounded in tradition but offer in-
sight into the value of finding personal connection to an ongoing reality – God’s forgiveness and 
love. 

 

Our worshiping community at Paw Paw United Methodist Church is faced with an important deci-
sion.  Either we are going to allow the message of Christ to be vibrant and alive or we are going to 
just fade away for lack of commitment to something we publically committed ourselves to support.  
We must deal with the tension between a “traditional way of worship” and that of making sure that 
our worship is touching the lives of those who gather.  The Bible uses the metaphor of “sheep and 
shepherd” when speaking of our relationship to God.  Jesus called himself the “Good Shepherd” 
whose sheep knew his voice.  As a “shepherd” with a “flock,” I believe in the importance of proper 
nourishment for each “sheep.”  However, I am beginning to wonder if my “sheep” are being 
properly nourished.  When we do not like something we usually reject it.  As I wonder out loud, I 
wonder if there is something not being “liked” about our worship.  Why else would we see such low 
attendance for the one day out of the year when almost all who call themselves Christian will find a 
way to worship.   

 

If you are a member of our worshipping community at Paw Paw UMC, my hope is that you will be 
just as concerned as I am about the fading commitment being observed.  It is not a matter of tradi-
tion to call for revival.  It is the heart of the Gospel message.  The Psalmist said (85:6) “Will you 
not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?”  Paul wrote to young Timothy express-
ing concern for what is now happening in our world today, “For the time will come when people will 
not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears 
away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”  The Easter message is not a myth.  By faith, it is be-
lieved to be the most relevant and the most powerful story in the history of the world!  Many have 
turned away and continue to turn away from the message of Easter.  Will you help me to turn the 
tide of rejection and bring revival to our worshiping community? 

Pastor David – call me and let’s talk about this – 269-303-8062 

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

Dinner Includes Meat, mashed potatoes, a vegeta-

ble, a roll, a drink and dessert 

(Vegetarian Option also available) 

Tickets Available 

Call the office (269)657-7727 for more info 

$10 adults & $5 children 5-11 yrs. Old 

FREE under 5 & over 90 years old! 
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Sunday April 29, 2018 
Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave.  
Get your walking shoes ready! Crop Walk 2018 is on  April 29th.  

Registration is at 1:00 p.m. and the walk  starts at 2:00 p.m.  

Walk Routes are 3.5 miles, 1 mile or as far as you are able.   

 

We will be collecting non-perishable foods after Easter up to the 

day of the walk Local Recipients Include: 

Community Service Center, Paw Paw 

Eleanor’s Pantry 

Friends of Decatur Human Services 

Gobles/Kendall Area Ministerial Association 

Lawrence Community Pantry 

Mattawan Area Pantry 

Contact Laurel Sherburn (269)657-4952 for more information, for you 

pledge packet or if you would like to volunteer.  You may also go to 

www.crophungerwalk.org/pawpawmi and make a pledge or donation to 

the Paw Paw United Methodist Church Team. 



Paw Paw UMC News  April 2018 

4 

 

Lakeview Foundation 
Community Thrift Store 

Saturday Cashier/Assistant cashier partners 
 

 

Members and friends of Paw Paw UMC are currently volunteering at the 

Community Thrift Store in Paw Paw, the 4
th

 Saturday of each month.  (Our 

shift runs from 9:30-1:30.)  This mission project benefits those in our community 

in need of good quality, gently used clothing and household items. It also benefits 

our church as we receive $100 /month for our work at the store paid out quarterly 

to our church treasurer. 

 We are continuing this outreach ministry in 2018.  If you are interested 

in learning more about this opportunity, please contact Becky at the church office,  

Diane Grimm at:  269-808-0685 or Morene Huggett at:  269-657-5214.  The shop 

is also looking for volunteers to assist in a variety of ways on week days.  The 

store is open from 10-5 Monday-Saturday.   
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The Women’s Fellowship Group is sponsoring a church wide rummage 

sale on Saturday May 5th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  We will start ac-

cepting donations Sunday April 15th, please bring items to the purple 

storage room off the fellowship hall.  Please do not leave items in the fel-

lowship hall until after the Swiss Steak dinner on April 27th.   

We will start sorting and setting up 1:00—5:00 pm Tuesday May 1 

through Friday May 4.  We need volunteer’s to help sort and set-up dur-

ing these times.  We will also need volunteers to help on Saturday after 

the sale to help pack and carry the items leftover from the sale.  These 

people should be able to  lift and carry items to the lobby.  The Lakeview 

Community Thrift Shop will accept the leftover items.  The thrift shop will 

have their parked out front on May 5th after the sale.    

 

Please contact Lee Johnson (269)657-5170 if you would like to volun-

teer or if you have any questions.   
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The endowment committee met in February and reviewed the fund investments with the 

United Methodists Foundation of Michigan, interest expenditures, and our Church loan from 

the fund for 2017.  All were found to be in order and in compliance with the Endowment 

Fund Guidelines as approved by our Annual Church Conference in 1994.   

During 2017 the trustees and administrative council authorized the expenditure of $16,724 of 

endowment fund interest earnings for urgent church repairs, non-budget missions, programs 

and outreach.  $6,000 of that was utilized for our new and upgraded Church sign,.  Other ex-

penditures included: new Church lobby carpet, boiler repairs, roof repairs, roof rain drain 

pipe repairs, lead assessment, Rev. Webster African mission, Pastor’s Good Samaritan Fund, 

Eleanor’s Pantry, and Lion’s Christmas baskets.  Each year 10% of the interest earned is add-

ed to the fund principal as a tithe.  This year it was $1,750.   

During 2017 we made sixe monthly payments on he combined church loan to the endowment 

fund but we added the new sanctuary air conditioner and office personnel support at the 

Church Charge Conference on 7/23/2017.  The loan balance at the end of 2017 was $125,430.  

Monthly payments of $1,000 at 0% interest are made as funds are available from our pledges 

and donations to the “Church Loan Repayment Fund”.  This is a designated fund separate 

from our general budget offering used for this purpose.  As the loan is repaid the money is re-

turned to the interest bearing investments which increases interest income to use next year for 

non-budget purposes.  This last year we had three families who donated over $1,000 to the 

loan repayment fund and are currently deciding what they want engraved on their leaves for 

the “Tree of Life”.   

Endowment fund brochures are available in the Church narthex.  Further information is avail-

able on eh Church website, through the Church office, and committee members.  The United 

Methodists Foundation also provides information for estate planning donations.   

We are a very fortunate Church and need to be thankful for the donors an their gifts that led to 

the establishment of the Paw Paw United Methodist Church Permanent Endowment Fund in 

1982.  Responsibly managed the interest generated from these gifts and future gifts to the 

fund will continue to enhance the mission, outreach, and the future of our church for many 

years.   

 

David Millard and  Harley Pearce 

Endowment Committee Co-chairmen 
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Greeters 

Encouraging everyone to sign up to be a greeter.   

Summer Program for Childcare 

We are looking into having a summer program for school age children from June 25th to Au-

gust 5th.   Please let the office know if you know of anyone that may be interested in  working 

for the summer or anyone looking for childcare for the summer.   

Car Wash Fundraiser 

Tapper Car Wash  (all locations)  April 21-22  

$1 will be given for each car washed, all funds  will go to Paw Paw Crop Hunger Walk 

Crop Hunger Walk Benefit  Concert 

Featuring Local Christian music Artist  Jean Watson,  will be held Sunday  April 15 at 3:00 PM at 

the New Hope Fellowship Church.  201 W. Michigan Ave. Paw Paw 

A free offering will be taken: all donations will be given to the Paw Paw Crop Hunger Walk 

April Preaching Calendar 

Theme: Salvation in Jesus Christ 

April 8 

Sermon Title: The Cost  of Salvation 

Scripture: Luke 22:39-46 & I Corinthians 6:17-20 

Focus: The value of Christs suffering and death 

April 15 

Sermon Title: The Meaning of Salvation 

Scripture: John 3:31-36 & Colossians 3:4-11 

Focus: Eternal life and our forgiveness; escaping the wrath of 

God 

April 22 

Sermon title: Where the Salvation Leads  

Scripture: Matthew 25:41-46 & Jude 1:17-23 

Focus: On heaven and how it opposes Hell 

April 29 

Sermon Title: Assurance of Salvation 

Scripture: John 5:24-30 
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Abbreviation Key 

UMCC=United Methodist Childcare 

Center 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1. 

Easter 

2. 3. 4. 5.  6.  7.  

8.  9.  10.  11.  12  13. 14. 

15. 16. 17.  

 

18.  .  19. 

 

20.  21.  

22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 

29. 30. 
 

 
    

       

April 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

6:00 SPRC 

Swiss Steak Dinner 

4:30—6:30 pm 

Crop Walk 

1:00 Meet 

2:00 Walk 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

Communion 

Potluck 
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 11 Doris Stembaough 

 14 Fletcher LeBaron 

 16 Charlie Brennan 

 17 Sharon Lantz 

     Dave Lovely 

18 Jim Allen 

19 Marie Woolum 

20 Joe Rumsey 

22 Morene Huggett  

 Marilyn Doyle 

27 Cullum Lebaron 

28 Doug Grimm 

 

  1 Jeff & Valda Kemp 

  5 Rodney & Jennifer Sturgis 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or  anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/

number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our 

church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank You 
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Date  Hospitality Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

4/1 

Easter 

Please Sign  

Up 
Betty Shafer Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

 

4/8 

Communion 

Potluck Diane Grimm Laurel 

 

Please Sign  
up 

4/15 
Please Sign  

Up 
Carol Pearce 

Lyle & Morene  

Huggett 

 

Please Sign  

Up 

 

4/22 

Please Sign 
Up 

Christine  

Mortimer 
Harley Pierce 

 

Please Sign 
up 

4/29 
Please Sign  

Up 
Carol Pearce 

Please Sign  

Up 

Please Sign  

Up 

Please Volunteer! 

We are looking for individuals to fill spots in our Sunday service sharing schedule.  

Please sign up for one of the following : Thank you! for volunteering! 

 

Bronson Commons: 

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
 

Those at Home: 

Donna Hickok 

52601 Sheridan Road 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Al Treat 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #19 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

Norma Stull 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. # 24 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
420 W. Michigan Ave. 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 
 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.paw pawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303 -8062 

Organist/Pianist:  

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer  

 

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  


