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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 
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The Prospect of Joy 

 

Winter has left us – at least for now.  We know that it will return someday.  In the meantime, we will make our 
plans to enjoy warmer weather.  As a church family, my hope is that we will find opportunities to enjoy the 
‘hoped for warmer weather’ together.  Our lives are lived often in the ‘fast lane’ where ‘fiestas’ are few in num-
ber.  The Scriptures speak of having joy in our life because we are people of faith.  Proverbs 10:28 says, The 
prospect of the righteous is joy.  I submit that this is all the more true when we share that hope of joy together 
as believers. 

 

So, my question is simple – do you have joy in your life?  Do you find joy in being with others who share your 
faith in Christ?  Lately in worship, we have spoken of the Fruits of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control.  With Spring now here and the hope of Sum-
mer, the notion of ‘fruit’ can be obvious.  With the right conditions, the fruit trees and plants will produce their 
fruit.  So it is with us as Christians.  When the ‘conditions’ are right we will produce our ‘fruit.’  Second on the 
list of those spiritual fruits is Joy. 

 

Part of the conditions necessary for the fruit of Joy in our life is finding ourselves in the presence of other be-
lievers.  When you were younger did your parents tell you to be careful in choosing your friends?  There are 
lots of old sayings about this: 

“It is better to be alone than in the wrong company.” 

“Tell me who your best friends are and I will tell you who you are.” 

“If you run with wolves, you will learn how to howl but if you associate with eagles you will learn how to soar 
to great heights.” 

Spending time with believers is the best thing a believer can do to enhance the prospects of Joy – let alone 
the other spiritual fruits listed above.   

 

Back to my analogy of Winter – the ‘winter’ time for our church is coming to an end.  Can we have the hope of 
Spring and of Summer for our church?  Our analogy will only take us so far.  In Nature the seasons rotate 
through the Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring.  However, we do not have to hold to that for our church family.  
We do not have to believe that a ‘winter time’ will return.  Let us consider how we might maintain a Spring and 
Summer feeling for our church family all year long.  Let us consider how we might encourage one another to 
produce the Fruit of the Spirit all year long.  Let us consider how we might find joy together in worship; in work 
projects; in mission projects; and, in any activities we create.  I saw evidence of this when we held our recent 
Swiss Steak Dinner.  There was a feeling of joy in working with members of our church family.  I, for one, en-
joyed my time and felt welcomed and very much included in what we were doing.   

 

Now, let me be very clear about something related to our church family.  Our church will not survive long un-
less we take serious the reality of the Fruits of the Spirit and learning together how we might produce this fruit 
as a family of believers.  The writers of Hebrews gave us a “Let Us” salad of sorts: he said, “Let us draw near 
to God; Let us hold fast to our confession; Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works.” (Heb. 10)  Those are the ‘conditions’ for producing the Fruit of the Spirit.  As always, I am open to 
talking more about all of this.  Give me a call: 269-303-8062 

Pastor David 
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A Conference to organize District 7 will be held Saturday, May 12 
from 9:00 am to noon at Pathfinder UMC.  Registration coming 
soon.  If you are interested in serving in leadership please email 
Mandana.   We will be collection a piece of fabric from each church 
to create a banner that will represent our new District.  Contact 
Wynne for details: Wynne_hurlbut@frontier.com or (269)720-
0741.   
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Lakeview Foundation 

Community Thrift Store 

Saturday Cashier/Assistant cashier partners 

 

 

Members and friends of Paw Paw UMC are currently volunteering at the 

Community Thrift Store in Paw Paw, the 4
th

 Saturday of each month.  (Our 

shift runs from 9:30-1:30.)  This mission project benefits those in our community 

in need of good quality, gently used clothing and household items. It also benefits 

our church as we receive $100 /month for our work at the store paid out quarterly 

to our church treasurer. 

 We are continuing this outreach ministry in 2018.  If you are interested 

in learning more about this opportunity, please contact Becky at the church office,  

Diane Grimm at:  269-808-0685 or Morene Huggett at:  269-657-5214.  The shop 
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$9,071.86

$6,858.25

$9,096.00

$13,980.40

$10,453.92

$13,985.57

$5,709.52

$9,879.66

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Church Income Compared to Church Expenses
 Income

Expenses

Church Finances 

The Graph below shows the church income compared to church expenses.  The 

Green Bars represent Income and the Blue Bars represent Expenses.  When the 

Blue Bar is higher than the Green Bar it means the church spent more money than  

it earned.  When the Green Bar is higher than the Blue Bar it means the church 

earned more than it  spent.  The red writing tells you how much more the church’s 

expenses were than income that month. The black writing tells you how much more 

income there was than expenses that month.   This graph shows that both income 

and expenses vary month to month.   

The church Financial Information is available to everyone, either stop by, email or 

the call the office at (269)657-7727.   
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Email Addresses 

I am trying to update the church email list.  If  you have an email  you would like to share with 

us so we can put you on the mailing for the newsletter and other alerts we send out from time 

to time, please let me know either by calling the office  or you can email me at pawpawunited-

methodistchurch@gmail.com.  

 

Greeters 

Encouraging everyone to sign up to be a greeter.   

 

Pictures 

If you have pictures of any of our events, if you would like to email them to the church I can add them 

to the church website.   

May Preaching Calendar 

May 6 

Sermon Title: The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

Scripture: Acts 10:44-48 & John 15:9-17 

Focus/Theme:  Evidence of Salvation is the presence of the Holy Spirit  

 

May 13 

Sermon Title: Spiritual Power 

Scripture:  Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:15-23 & Luke 24:44-53 

Focus/Theme:  The Church is powered by the presence of the Holy 

Spirit 

 

May 20 (Pentecost) 

Sermon title: The Spirit of Truth  

Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 &  John 15:26-27: 16:4-15 

Focus/Therme: The Church must not hold on the truth  of  Christ but spread the truth about 

Christ 

 

May 27 

Sermon Title:  Delightful Meditation 

Scripture: Psalm 1 & John 17:6-19 

Focus/Theme: Learning to develop a sense of joy and desire to learn God ’s Word 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 1. 2. 3.  4.  5.  

6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  11. 12. 

13. 

Mother’s  

Day 

14. 15.  

 

16.  .  17. 

 

18.  19.  

20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 

27. 28. 

 

Memorial Day 

29. 

 

30. 31.   

       

May 2018 

6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

Communion 

Charge conf.  

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

 

6:00 Bells 

7:30 Choir 

 

9:00 am—

3:00pm  

Rummage Sale 

Rummage 

Sale 

Set-up 

Rummage 

Sale 

Set-up 

7:00 Trustee’s 
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 2      Virginia Tironi 

 4 Rich Neterer 

 6 Diane Conover 

 9      Lee Johnson 

22     Julianne Huss 

25 Diane Grimm 

20 Joe Rumsey 

30 Jessica Franklin Decker  

 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or  anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/

number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our 

church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank You 
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Date  Hospitality Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

5/6 

 

Communion 

Charge  

Conference 
Betty Shafer Harley Pierce 

 

Please Sign 
up 

 

5/13 
 

Please Sign 
Up 

Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign  
up 

5/20 
Please Sign  

Up 
Sue Danielson 

Lyle & Morene  

Huggett 

 

Please Sign  

Up 

5/27 
Please Sign 

Up 
Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

     

Please Volunteer! 

We are looking for individuals to fill spots in our Sunday service sharing schedule.  

Please sign up for one of the following : Thank you! for volunteering! 

 

Bronson Commons: 

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
 

Those at Home: 

Donna Hickok 

52601 Sheridan Road 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Al Treat 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #19 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

Norma Stull 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. # 24 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
420 W. Michigan Ave. 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 
 

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.paw pawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303 -8062 

Organist/Pianist:  

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer  

 
 

 


