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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

Much Ado About ‘Much To Do’ 

Recently, I shared some not-so-favorable statistics about the decline of the United Methodist Church in America.  Broadly speaking, many 
are suggesting that at the current rate of decline, the UMC – as we know it – will basically disappear in 40 to 50 years.  There were only one 
or two comments about that fact following the message – which was entitled ‘The gods We Serve.’  My concern is the seeming lack of con-
cern.  The point of the message was to say that we, as a worshiping congregation, must face this startling statistic and then decide what it 
means for us and what we are capable of doing about it.  Our decline as a “Mainline Protestant Church” mirrors all others with that same 
designation.  Fortunately, but sadly, this does not suggest that Christianity in America is necessarily on the decline in the same fashion.   

 
From an online article, “Changing US Religious Landscape” comes these words: 

“Between 2007 and 2014, the Christian share of the population fell from 78.4% to 70.6%, driven mainly by declines 
among mainline Protestants and Catholics.  The unaffiliated experience the most growth, and the share of Americans 

who belong to non-Christian faiths also increased.” 

The ‘unaffiliated’ grew – according to the article – by 6.7% in that same timeframe.  Can you imagine what a 6.7% growth would look like for 
PPUMC – or for the whole of the UMC for that matter?  For our congregation, if we take only the average attendance – which right now 

stands around 50 for the last several weeks – it would mean we would have 3 new people regularly attending worship.  And, if our member-
ship grew by that much we would have added nearly 10 new members – who presumably, would be giving on a regular basis and attending 
worship fairly regularly.  If the growth was yearly, over 5 years there would be 50 new people attending worship.  Can you also imagine the 
potential for many of those new members and worship attenders to be much younger than the average age of our current congregation? 

 
Here is the real question – for any of those “unaffiliated” churches to experience such growth, one must ask, what are they doing to attract 

people?  Recently, I watched a TV-movie entitled Time Changer (from 2002).  It portrayed factiously a man who time-traveled from the 
1800s to present time and discovered that Christians were basically not following the teachings of Jesus, yet maintained some form of faith 
expression characterized by ‘good morals.’  The notion of a ‘good Christian’ was a person of upstanding morality yet without any emphasis 

placed on a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Churches had become entertainment centers.  Sound familiar? 

 
While I may not be a movie critic, I could have some issues with how the movie was portraying Christians in general.  That said, we must 
grapple with ways of spreading the Gospel message.  A new term that has cropped up is “attraction ministry” meaning those types of pro-
grams that are designed to attract people to congregant events – worship, celebrations and other “church activities.”  These “ministries” 

may include anything that will capture a person’s attention – young and old alike.  Basically, they can be summarized as having the nature 
of entertainment.  Previously, we have spoken of “outreach ministries.”  The idea there is to have some type of program or activity that is 

reaching out to a person in need or reaching out to bring the Gospel message of salvation.  And then, there are some suggesting we simply 
engage in ministry and not worry about “church growth.”  What to do – eh? 

 
Where is this going you may ask.  My hope is that it is going to our heart and to our pondering.  My commitment is to proclaim the Word of 
God through sermons and through any of our ways of communication for our congregants.  In addition, I am committed to leading us to a 
stronger relationship with Jesus who is the Christ.  The Gospel message is the same as it has always been – Christ died for our sins and 

rose again to show the power of God and to show that God keeps His promises.  As for me and my house that is enough to keep me active-
ly engaged in ministry and continually searching for ways to strengthen my own relationship with Christ. 

 
My hope is that we as a “local church” will continue to struggle together in our search for how to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ 
and realize together that peace which comes only from the presence of God’s Holy Spirit.  The world (and society) in general is not a place 

of peace.  True peace comes from within each individual who personally knows Christ. 

 
Just as a chain is only as strong as its weakest link, so it may be that a congregation is only as effective as its least committed member.  As 

pastor, my challenge is to seek opportunities to increase our collective commitment to Christ.  It starts with each individual person who is 
willing to examine their own personal relationship with Christ.  Here is how it is recorded in the Old Testament when God spoke to Solomon 

after the temple was completed – which was designed to “attract” the people to God: 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14)   

Do you see the other benefit beyond the forgiveness of our sins when we humble ourselves before the Lord?  It is the healing of our land.  
We are in drastic need of both blessings – forgiveness and healing – both as a church and as a nation. 

 
As always, I am here to talk with you should you have comments or questions – 269-303-8062. 

 

Pastor David 
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Sunday September 2 

Following Worship till 2:30-3:00 

At PPUMC 420 W. Michigan Ave.  

Out back in the Gazebo 

Come and Join us for an afternoon of fun! 

Bring your family and friends to an afternoon of 

food, fun and fellowship.   

Don’t forget to bring your favorite lawn chairs to 

enjoy this fun filled afternoon.   

There will be games for all ages.   

Come and Join us for this fun Community 

Event. 
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Sunday September 9 

Following Sunday Service  

Come join us for sandwiches chips and ice cream.   

 

Then stay and watch the parade on the front lawn. 

 

Don’t forget to invite your fiends and neighbors to come 

and join us for some sandwiches and ice cream.   
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Church General Fund Finances 

The Graph below shows the church income compared to church expenses.  The 

Blue Bars represent Income and the Gray Bars represent Expenses.  When the 

Gray Bar is higher than the Blue Bar it means the church spent more money than  

it earned.  When the Gray Bar is higher than the Blue Bar it means the church 

earned more than it  spent.  The red writing tells you how much more the church’s 

expenses were than income that month. The black writing tells you how much more 

income there was than expenses that month.   This graph shows that both income 

and expenses vary month to month.   

As of August 29, 2018 the Balance in the General Fund was -$1,746.92 

This graph shows the funds in the general fund.  The general fund  is used for pay-

ing the church and parsonage utility bills as well as payroll for the church staff.   

The church Financial Information is available to everyone, either stop by, email or 

the call the office at (269)657-7727.   
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September Preaching Calendar 

September 2       September 30    

Sermon Title:   God’s Grace     Sermon Title:     God’s Love 

Scriptures:     Titus 3:1—8         Scriptures:         Revelations 1:4-7 

      Mathew 20:1-16              Romans 8: 37-39 

September 9                Mathew 10: 37-39 

Sermon Title:    A Sacrifice of Praise 

Scriptures:       Hebrews 13:15-21 

                          John 10:7-11                        

September 16 

Sermon Title:    A Knowledge of The Truth 

Scriptures:        1 Timothy 2:1-7                   

        John 18:36-38 

September 23 

Guest Speaker: Julianne Huss 

                            

  

 

 

I am trying to update the Birth-

day and Anniversary List,  

Please let me know your birth-

day or anniversary.  You can 

email it to me or call the office 

at  (269)657-7727.   

There is also a sign up sheet 

on the table in the church    

lobby.  

I would like to update the pictures 

on the facebook page.  If you 

have any pictures from a recent 

church event or church service 

you would like to share please 

email them to me at the church at 

pawpawunitedmeth-

odistchurch@gmail.com.  

Here is Erin Mortimer’s Address 

while at college.  Feel free to 

send her a note of encourage-

ment.   

Erin Mortimer 

108 Spalding Hall 

Marquette MI, 49855 

Just a reminder: 

Sunday Services 

will be at 11:00 AM 

starting September 9 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   

 

  1.  

2. 3. 4.  5.  6.  7. 8. 

9. 

 

10. 11.  

 

12.    13. 

 

14.  15.  

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 

23. 24. 

 

 

25. 

 

26. 27. 28. 29. 

30.       

September 2018 

6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

12:15 Lunch-

eon & Ice 

Cream Social 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Trustee’s  

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

10:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:30 Comm. 

Picnic 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

6;00 Bells 

7:00 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:00 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:00 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:00 Choir  
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 1      Meredith LeBaron 

 2 Mary Hassing 

 4 Rita Brennan 

 6    Jackie Ploof 

14     Nick Anglin 

11     Beverly Brooks 

15 Ryan Decker 

20 Doug Lombard 

27 Camille Huss 

 Gizmo Pierce 

30 Virginia Snell 

  

 9      Ed & Elaine Poole 

20     Rich & Holly Neterer 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or  anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/

number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our 

church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank You 
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Date  Hospitality Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

9/2 

Communion 

Annual  

Picnic 
Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

 

9/9 
 

Wine & Har-
vest Festival 

Christine  

 Mortimer 
Laurel Sherburn 

 

Please Sign  
up 

9/16 
Laurel  

Sherburn 
Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign  

Up 

9/23 
Please Sign 

Up 
Diane Grimm Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

9/30 
Please Sign 

Up 
Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

Please Sign 
Up 

Bronson Commons: 

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
 

Those at Home: 

Donna Hickok 

52601 Sheridan Road 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Charles & Leah Moses 

413 W. St. Joseph 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Al Treat 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #19 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

Norma Stull 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. # 24 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

New Friends 

 

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
420 W. Michigan Ave. 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 
 

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.paw pawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303 -8062 

Organist/Pianist:  

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer  


