Paw Paw UMC News November 2018

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors

Paw Paw United Methodist Church

A Way of Being

Karl Barth, a 20" Century Swiss Reformed Theologian, once advised his seminary students, “to
take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read both. But interpret newspapers from your Bi-
ble.” In other words, let the Word guide you in understanding what is happening in the world. A
close suggestion from this to preachers is to hold the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the
other when preaching. However, the real meaning of Barth’s axiom is to not allow the world to inter-
pret how we are to understand the Bible. Therein lies the problem.

We have all heard of “political correctness.” It has become the norm for how we are to think and
speak and act. For Christians, may | ask where is the “Biblical correctness?” The unfortunate thing
is that we can usually justify almost anything using some scripture — especially when taken out of
context. It is rather difficult, however, to wriggle our way out of arguments when we apply Biblical
principles to the ways of the world. The truth is that from a Christian perspective war cannot be jus-
tified. Yes, God did send the Israelites to war; yes, the writing of Revelation speaks of a coming
war called Armageddon. What do we do with the words of Jesus that points out His disputation of
the old adage “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth?” His reply was to speak of loving our ene-
mies and praying for those who persecute us. That does bode well in the war room.

Our culture today speaks of the “right” we have over our bodies — especially when we speak of
abortion. Truthfully, | have not really heard any arguments from the Bible for how Christians are to
justify that one. It becomes increasingly hard to justify when we speak of our bodies as the “temple
of the Holy Spirit” — which is what the New Testament calls it. That is just for starters without even
trying to go into the concept of when life really begins. It would seem to me that the “temple” con-
cept is quite sufficient for any argument. My biggest concern is the “laissez-faire” attitude that most
Christians have about this important issue. (Just for the record that refers to a practice of noninter-
ference in the affairs of others especially in regard to individual conduct or freedom of action.) Are
Christians to have nothing to say about how our culture is to be governed? Can you imagine if all
Christians held to the same belief concerning Biblical teachings and then that block of people took
their beliefs with them when they went to the polls to vote? But, alas, our culture today teaches that
one simply needs to shout at others, bang on the doors of the courts of justice and cry “foul” when
someone speaks differently than what the so-called mainstream of thinking demands. Where is the
demand of Christians calling for the return to Biblical Principles when making decisions about our
culture and way of life?

When | am hungry | usually look for something to eat. The Bible speaks of having a hunger for the
Word of God — “O taste and see that the Lord is Good.” (Psalm 34:8) or “Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” (Matthew 5:6) My point is to ask,
have you developed a hunger for knowing God’s Word to the point that it provides the satisfaction
for life as opposed to depending on being “politically correct” or depending on “cultural norms?” As
Christians we have a choice — follow the ways of the world or follow the teachings of God’s Word.

There are consequences either way. Let’s talk. 269-303-8062
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Church General Fund Finances

The Graph below shows the church income compared to church expenses. The
Orange Bars represent Income and the Brown Bars represent Expenses. When
the Brown Bar is higher than the Orange Bar it means the church spent more mon-
ey than it earned. When the Orange Bar is higher than the Brown Bar it means
the church earned more than it spent. The red writing tells you how much more
the church’s expenses were than income that month. The black writing tells you
how much more income there was than expenses that month. This graph shows
that both income and expenses vary month to month.

As of October 31, 2018 the Balance in the General Fund check book was
-$250.85

This graph shows the funds in the general fund. The general fund is used for pay-
ing the church and parsonage utility bills as well as payroll for the church staff.

The church Financial Information is available to everyone, either stop by, email or
the call the office at (269)657-7727.
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A Forsaken Love

Pastor Davidos Ser mon
October 21, 2018

Revel ati7on 2: 1

AiTo the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are
his right hand, who wal ks among the seven gol c
i know your works, your toil and your patient enduran
you have tested those who claim to be apostl e’ mBusoare
know that you are enduring patiently and bearing up fo
grown w®arnty.l have this yamgaihmsite vadua.n ditomeetd t he | ove yo
Remember then from what you have fallen; repent, and d
to you and remove your | ambpesandofivetmptethiss pilsacteq your
hate the works of the Nic'dleai tasmryso,n ewhvihooh hla salasno emat d.i
Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who congql
of I'ife that is in the paradise of God.
Matthew-124: 12

And because of the i nctrheeasleo voef olfa wiaensys’Bueitslslt, hger ow ec aviha
dures to the endAmd Itthibe gamfodidne wisi ngdom will be procl ai
wor |l d, as a testimony to al/|l the nations; and

The Amplified Bible (Revelation 2:4)
But | have this [one charge to make] against you: that
at first [you have deserted Me, your firs

This notion of losing our “first love” carries with it two meanings:

One is the loss of passion and enthusiasm for God and things Holy.

The Second is the loss of fellowship — caring for one another.

Jeremiah 2:2 — God instructs the prophet to go and preach to them about their loss of love and devotion:

Go and proclaim in the hearinlg f Jerusalem, T

I remember the devotion of your yout h,

your | ove as a bride,
how you foll owed me in the wilderness,
in a | and not sown.

he Apostle John writes in his Letter called First John —
We love because he first loved us.

John goes on to say that it is impossible for someone to say that they love God and then demonstrate hatred for their “brother” —
other human beings.

It is then that one follows the other — when we lose our passion — our enthusiasm — for God; when we are unable to show how we
love God then we lose our ability to truly love our neighbor — as well as our self.

God is judging the Church — believers — who have lost their love for God as they first had. The prophet Jeremiah is saying it is like
someone who shows great passion for someone and who gets married only to turn away from that love — or to not really have
reached that level of love in their heart but only in outward forms.
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(Someone | know was married and had great love for each other — at least that was what it appeared to be — when in fact the love
was unilateral. Upon returning from a 2 week honeymoon the bride announced as they entered their new home that she did not
really love the man. When he asked why she married him, her reply was that she was escaping from a horrible home life with her
parents. The couple stayed married for many years — one staying out of duty & the other because of love — but over time the love
between them — coming from only one source — dwindled and faded. They are now divorced.)

If we are coming to God only for the purpose of escaping damnation, our love is in jeopardy of fading over time.

If we are participating in the life of the Church because we carry a strong sence of duty, our love is in jeopardy of fading over
time.

But, if we are coming to Christ because we haver_e a | i z e d H ifar usgandebactusd we want to learn how to love as He
does — learning about a love based in forgiveness and built around joy and peace — then we shall be able to maintain our love for
God.

Ephesians 2:4
Becauseofhi s gr e at , God,who isfriohrin mescy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgres-
sions—it is by grace you have been saved.

You have seen couples who enjoy one another’s company; and, you have, perhaps, observed couples who say they love one
another but don’t really enjoy the company of their mate. | submit that the former will survive the rigors of life but the latter will be
in jeopardy of failing in their relationship.

So it is with us and God. There are those who do not find joy in the company of others who share their faith in God — who find it
hard to show the love of Christ to others with whom they worship.

My call is the same today — | ask the same question — as it was asked nearly 2000 years ago:

Why have we abandoned our first love?

Where is our enthusiasm for God? And where are the worshipers?
Is it because we do not have a praise band as once was here?
Is it because we do not have the most popular preacher with a televised program?
Is it because the sermons do not focus enough on encouraging people to feel better about themselves?
Is it because the time of worship does not fit the life style of the young people living in our area?
Is it because ? (you fill in the blank)

| submit that it is because we have not learned how to love God and because we have not learned that our love for God is
demonstrated in our fellowship.

People will not want to be part of a congregation where there is a lack of fellowship and where the love of Christ is not evident
in the life of the worshipers.

Our love for one another as believers is our testimony to our community.
It is the sign we have put up that either invites others or helps others avoid us.

What shall we do?
The word r_e p emedns simply — change our direction — turn around and walk in a different direction.

It is time for a change in direction — both as individual worshipers and as a congregation together.
Let us seek together the will of God for our church & for us as believers.
Let us have confidence that God will honor our search for His love and forgiveness.
Let us show the love of Christ for one another as Christ commands us to do.

My prayer is that the Love of Christ which dwells within you will come alive!

Benedixction
| bless you today because you are a child of God.

| bless you today with the Love of Christ that in Him you may find the richness of God’s forgiveness and the reality of loving one

another as fellow worshipers.
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Thank you volunteers!

For the past 2 years, our church has partnered withtheLa ke vi ew Foundati on
Thr i f tin Baw ®aweo provide an affordable, clean, well-organized, and friendly

store for people in our community to shop at for clothing, house wares, and many items too
numerous to list here. Itis a “win-win” partnership for both the foundation and the church.

Our “shift’isthe 4' "'Sat ur day mor ni ng Wefproeide@h vmd m thdiassest s
customers at the check-out area in the store. Our volunteers are helping those in our commu-
nity, and also helping with our church budget by earning funds to further our ministry at

PPUMC.

Our volunteers for 2018 were: Di ana Chi ddi st er, Sue Danielso

Di ane Gri mm, Morene Huggett, Tricia Rumsey
Vervoort.

We are planning to continue this partnership in 2019. It would be wonderful to add additional
people to assist in this ministry. If you are willing to assist us, or know of a friend of PPUMC

that might be interested, please contact Becky at the church office or speak with either Diane
Grimm or Morene Huggett.

Be-
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ﬂwould like to update the pictures\

you would like to share please
email them to me at the church at
pawpawunitedmeth-

odistchurch@gmail.com.

-

on the facebook page. If you 4 0
have any pictures from a recent
church event or church service (7/‘/

/

4 )

Noisy Sunday is Sun-
day November 25 and
will be donated to

Crystal Springs Camps

o J

November Preaching Calendar

NovembeComMmuniGumest Pastor Karen Wh e at
Ser mon Do You &ant to Be a Saint?
Scri pt urlsaigh:25:6-9 Revelation 21:1-7

—_ =

November 11
Ser mon Tlearhiregg:to Give Thanks
Scri pt urksam100 Luke 17:11-19

-

November 18
Ser mon TGitidg&hanks for Everything
Scri pt ur gphesians 5:15-20 John 17:13-22

-

November 25

Ser mon TRPréphreto Be Amazed
Scri pt ur leaah 40:3-11 Mark 1:1-8
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E\W@mﬁ Calendar
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22 Om Pilljgrs
23 Ve Warehap,
25 2 Vervoor
Charlotte Wareh
29 Brian Johnson "
30

Please call the office if we missed your birthday
or anniversary or if it is incorrect!

Confdentality St

If for some reason you would prefer your name/
number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter
OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our
church website, please contact the church office
(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am— noon). Thank You

t
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Service Sharing Schedule

Dat g Hospital iLtiyt ur gilstGreeter|s Nurserj|y
11/ 4 : . _
Sharon |Lawltizanneée¢ JFwe sDani|ed|Se0ans e |Si
up
Pl ease |Si n Laur el Sherburn
11/ 1)1 Bgtty Shafer Pl ease |Si
Communifon Up Lee Johnson
up
Pl ease |Si n, _ . .
11/ 1|8 U Choris MqrPtliermesre Si®hedpe |[Si
p Up
I ase [Si n
11/25Please sPlg® PPease SiienpedBe |Si
Up Up
up
12/ aPlease Séugen Dani €l @l e Sigheﬁse Sl
Up Up
Eronson Commomable Lake Assisted Living
Kay Bush Jean Dahms
23332 Red Arrgy,H 'H%Q‘é"%VSt. Rm.
Mattawan, M gQOE%gNea 49079
Those at HomeNorma St ul l
Donna Hickok 677 Hazen St. Rm.
52601 SheridaPaRo®dw, MI 49079
Paw Paw, M 49079
New Friends
Jackie Ploof
38347 CR 374
cow Paw. Ml 49079 Please Remember
charlos & Leah Moses these friends with a
413 W. St. Joseph .
Lawrence, M 49064 cardorVISlt
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Paw Paw United Methodi st Church
420 W. Mi chi gan Ave.
Paw Paw M 49079

Pl ease Join us on Su

Sunday School at 9: 3

Paw Paw United Methodist Church

420 W. Michigan Avenue

Paw Paw, M 49079

Phone269)-7837 Fax:-71{2&%9) 657
EEmaipawpawunitedmet hodi stchurch@gmail .com

Websitewww. pawpawumc. com

Past dre:v . Dr . David -Sn@ad | (269) 303
Organi st/ Piani st:

Director :ofChvMuissti ne Morti mer
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