
tŀǿ tŀǿ ¦a/ bŜǿǎ  5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму

м 

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

God is Reaching Out 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church has been in this community in Southwest Michigan since 1838.  Without question that is a long time.  Over 
the years the ministry going forth from this worshiping community has morphed and surely looks different than it did 180 years ago or even 50 
years ago.  That is to be expected.  The question asked frequently is whether or not there is still a ministry that emanates from this gathering 
of people.  The answer is yes.  We do continue to have a ministry that gives pastoral care to those who call this their ñhome church.ò And, we 
continue to have outreach to our surrounding community. 
 
Every church family that is able to see beyond their own surroundings will always generate interest among its members.  When we under-
stand that truth, it will mean that we are part of Godôs intent to build His kingdom around the world; and, we will have understood what 
ñmissionò and ñoutreachò are truly about.  Part of the great need for our current circumstance is communicating what is actually happening.  
How can we let people know what our outreach projects truly are and what they are all about?   
 
This Newsletter is certainly one of many ways that we can ñshare the wealthò of our ministries; hopefully, we are using all of our 
ñcommunication linesò to get the word out about our outreach projects. 
 
Our church family supports the ministry called Wings of God.  This ministry reaches out to and provides guidance and support to women who 
have been involved with the judicial system due to addiction.  They have a residence in Paw Paw where women are able to live for a year 
while getting into recovery and turning their life around.  I am currently the Lead Counselor for this ministry.  There are six counselors who 
provide ongoing counseling to the residents of this program.   
 
For years, we, as a church family, have provided support to Eleanorôs Food Pantry.  In addition, we are involved with and support regularly the 
United Christian Services ï a consortium of area churches providing support to individuals and families in their life struggle ï whether it be 
food, finances or guidance. 
 
We currently have an outreach to the County Jail.  As a clergy I am registered with the jail and am able to visit prisoners as needed.  I have a 
person at this time with whom I am meeting weekly providing Bible Study and Counseling.  These often become the ñforgottenò of our commu-
nities.  Jesus actually had something to say about this very type of ministry.  (Matthew 25:31-46) 
 
We continue to have outreach to the so-called ñshut-insò of our church family.  This is a ministry that involves various members of our congre-
gation.  In particular, I am very thankful for the ministry that Diane Grimm provides.  We seek to not only visit but to bring communion when 
possible.  I have provided Bible Study on a regular basis to the Maple Lake Assisted Living facility for almost two years.  I am also involved in 
bringing Bible Study/worship to the White Oaks facility in Lawton where we have church family members living.   
 
Many of these things would not be happening if our church family did not exist.  We together make pastoral ministry possible to our local com-
munity and we make it possible for our family members to be involved in the lives of others who require Godôs loving care. 
 
As we look beyond our local community, we may consider the ministries provided not just from our Denominational connection but also from 
our local family of worshippers.  Up until this year our church family provided direct support to a missionary in Africa.  Due to his retirement we 
are making some shifts in our mission support.  For two years now, we have provided support to an orphanage where my wife has been in-
volved.  This is an orphanage that came into existence in 2016 when there were over 300 children made orphans due to the tremendous 
earthquake that hit the coast of Ecuador.  All but 68 children have found placement.  These remaining children do not receive any governmen-
tal support.  They rely on the blessing of people like us; and, we have been making an attempt to provide that blessing.   
 
Recently, a group of 11 people from our church, along with my wife and I, traveled to Ecuador to visit and work at a Hospice House called 
FASEC (an acronym for a Spanish title).  This is a ministry that I started in 2011.  Besides the training of doctors, nurses and caregivers we 
have established an ongoing program of Hospice and Palliative Care to not only Ecuadorians but also to any of the some 13,000 North Ameri-
cans who live in Cuenca where the program is located.  We have now made a commitment to be directly involved in helping bring students to 
the USA to observe how Hospice works here and take that knowledge back to where they live.  We are sponsoring a young woman, Melissa, 
who is bilingual to come to the States this coming year to receive further training in the philosophy of Hospice medicine. 
 
These are mission outreach projects that we are not only currently involved with but which are projects that give life to our reason for existing.  
I come back to my original question ï how can we best communicate this and then I add one further question ï why bother? 
 
To answer the first question I simply say, ñwe will best communicate these realities about our outreach when everyone in our church family 
gets excited about what is happening.  To answer the second part of ñwhy bother?ò I offer a Biblical reason (what did you expect?  I am a the-
ologian.)  Seriously, it IS the reason for why we bother ï God has called us to do these things.  But, what we may not think about is that God 
also provided the best and most important example of what outreach is all about.   
 
Hebrews 1:1-3 says, ñIn the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by the Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of 
God glory and the exact representation of this being, sustaining all things by this powerful word.ò 
This is the season when we celebrate this outreach of God.  I say, let us also celebrate that God has also called us to be involved in our own 
outreach just like God was and is ï through all of us who believe.  Thanks for being a part of all of this and go and tell as many people as pos-
sible that God is reaching out to them through you.  Merry Christmas! 
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Church General Fund Finances  

The Graph below shows the church income compared to church expenses.  The 

Red Bars represent Income and the Green Bars represent Expenses.  When the 

Green Bar is higher than the Red Bar it means the church spent more money than  

it earned.  When the Red Bar is higher than the Green Bar it means the church 

earned more than it  spent.  The red writing tells you how much more the churchôs 

expenses were than income that month. The black writing tells you how much more 

income there was than expenses that month.   This graph shows that both income 

and expenses vary month to month.   

As of November 30, 2018 the Balance in the General Fund check book was 

-$2,612.82 

This graph shows the funds in the general fund.  The general fund  is used for pay-

ing the church and parsonage utility bills as well as payroll for the church staff.   

The church Financial Information is available to everyone, either stop by, email or 

the call the office at (269)657-7727.   
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Tuesday December 11, 2018 

5:30 PM at D Coy Duck 

201 North Main St.  

Lawton, MI  

Please Sign up in the Lobby if you plan 

to attend  

All Ladies are Welcome  

Hope to See you There ! 
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Thank you volunteers! 

For the past 2 years, our church has partnered with the Lakeview Foundation Community 

Thrift Store in Paw Paw to provide an affordable,  clean, well-organized, and friendly 

store for people in our community to shop at for clothing, house wares, and many items too 

numerous to list here.  It is a ñwin-winò partnership for both the foundation and the church.  

Our ñshiftò is the 4
th
 Saturday morning of each month.  We provide 2 volunteers to assist 

customers at the check-out area in the store. Our volunteers are helping those in our commu-

nity, and also helping with our church budget by earning funds to further our ministry at 

PPUMC.   

Our volunteers for 2018 were:  Diana Chiddister, Sue Danielson,  Marilyn Doyle, 

 Diane Grimm, Morene Huggett, Tricia Rumsey, Betty Shafer, Suleyka Small, and Anna 

Vervoort.  

We are planning to continue this partnership in 2019.  It would be wonderful to add additional 

people to assist in this ministry.  If you are willing to assist us, or know of a friend of PPUMC 

that might be interested, please contact Becky at the church office or speak with either Diane 

Grimm or Morene Huggett.  
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I would like to update the pictures 

on the facebook page.  If you 

have any pictures from a recent 

church event or church service 

you would like to share please 

email them to me at the church at 

pawpawunitedmeth-

odistchurch@gmail.com.  

 

The Paw Paw Community Chorus  
Presents:  

 

òChristmas Anticipationsó 

 
December 2, 2018 

4:00 PM 
 

Location: Paw Paw High School Performing Arts Center  
30609 Red Arrow Highway  

Paw Paw MI, 49079  

Sponsored by the Paw Paw High School 

We are looking for peo-
ple to join the video 
team.  If you are willing 
to learn how to create 
video and/or navigate 
the presentation on Sun-
day morning, please let 
us know.  

If you are interested in a copy 

of the Minutes from the Fi-

nance or Ad Council Meetings 

I have put some on the shelf 

outside the sanctuary,  if they 

are gone or you have any 

questions please feel free to 

contact Becky in the office.   
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December Preaching Calendar 
 

December 2      

Sermon Title: Prophecy      

Scriptures:  II Samuel  7:12-16      Luke 1:67-80 

Focus:  Prophecy foretold the coming of Messiah.  Those who wanted to know actually 

      knew it would happen.  

                 

December 9                 

Sermon Title:  Proclamation  

Scriptures:  Isiah 9:6-7 Luke 2:8-15 

Focus:  The coming of Messiah was proclaimed by angels; and according to worldly 

   standards those who were least likely  to hear about it actually heard it first.   

                                             

December 16 

Sermon Title: Anticipation 

Scriptures:  Isiah 9:1-5 Mathew 1:18-25 

Focus:  The Bible teaches to have the attitude of actually realizing something before it  

   happens and act accordinglyðor live accordingly.                

                

December 23 

Sermon Title: Expectation  

Scriptures:  Isaiah 53:1-12  Luke 1:45-56 

Focus:  The expectant mother always has great hope for her child.  Mary echoes the 

   cry of many who hold great hope for the life that is born into the world.  What 

   hope do we have today for the coming of the Christ Child? 

 

December 24: Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 PM 

Sermon Title: Christ in the World 

Scriptures:  John 1:1-5, 9-10, 14 

Focus:  Christ has come into a world that has rejected Him in many different ways.  

   The followers of Jesus are tasked with the mission of making known to the 

   world who this Jesus really is.   

 

 

 

December 30 

Sermon Title: Giving Meaning to A New Year 

Scriptures:  Psalm 40:1-8  Mark 2:21-22 

Focus:  Living for Christ gives us new opportunities to witness for Him.  Anticipating  a 

   new year allows us to reflect on the recent past and to plan for the coming  

   year.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   

 

  1.  

2. 3. 4.  5.  6.  7. 8. 

9. 

 

10. 11.  

 

12.    13. 

 

14.  15.  

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 

23. 24. 

 

 

25. 

 

26. 27. 28. 29. 

30. 31.      

December 2018 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Christ-

mas Ever Ser-

vice 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift 

Volunteers:  

Dianne Grimm 

Suleyka Small 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

7:00 Endowment 

5:30 UMC 

Ladies 

Christmas 

Dinner 




