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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

Expecting Something New 

A long time ago Albert Einstein gave us the definition of insanity – “Doing the same thing over and 
over again expecting different results.”  In other words, if some process or activity is producing the 
same outcome and it is not what you want or expect then changes will have to be made.  This is an 
axiom which draws our attention to what we are doing as a congregation.  There are some important 
questions that must be asked. 

 

First question – what are we doing over and over again with an expectation of success but not hav-
ing any?  For Millennials this should resonate given my understanding of a slight disdain for tradition 
by that age group.  While I believe that there are many traditions worth observing, I do understand 
the need for evaluating the need or effect of any practice in the life of the church.  The Apostle Paul 
seems to be enjoining this notion of caution regarding traditional observances in Colossians 2 – “… 
do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New 
Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  These are a shadow of the things that were to come;  the reali-
ty, however, is found in Christ.”  One area in which we have had little change is our worship.  My call 
is for some serious evaluation of what we are doing, or not doing as the case might be, that is not 
bringing us the kind of growth we expect.  Worship is a time of celebration; and, when done in a way 
that truly glorifies God, it will result in many good things – in the life of those attending, in providing 
encouragement to any new visitors to repeat their visit, in drawing us as a congregation together in 
the Spirit of Christ where we will find joy in our being together – the list could go on.  A secondary 
question is to ask if we are willing to make changes in this area – i.e., worship?  Worship is just one 
area where this first question may be applied.  What other areas would you suggest?  (Just for the 
record, I have a few in mind.) 

 

Second question – how do we go about making changes that will demonstrate our desire for suc-
cess in ministry?  This is really a loaded question – isn’t it?  As the old saying goes – “Need is the 
Mother of invention.”  Perhaps we start by asking what our needs are as a worshiping congregation.  
One thing is for sure, unless we begin to see some growth in numbers of those involved in our wor-
ship and various ministries (refer to last month’s article) we will have little success in the coming 
year.  So, a big change is seeing increased involvement from both leadership and from congregants 
in general.  This is not to denigrate the already intense involvement of many in leadership.  Howev-
er, we are obligated to always examine ourselves and to know where we are in our faith expression 
(to paraphrase Paul from II Corinthians 13:5).  We need more people but we start with what we 
have.  You are a part of this ministry either by your presence or by your prayers or both.  Either way, 
the starting point is with you. 

 

There are more questions to be asked as we begin to explore the changes necessary for success in 
ministry.  Naturally, a challenge might be to ask what is the measurement for success for any wor-
shiping congregation?  I hope in the coming months we will begin to give answers to that question in 
particular.  We are moving into a new year.  The good news right now is that change is afoot and we 
will be talking about those pending changes as we practice writing out 2019 and adjusting ourselves 
to another round of “waiting for Christmas.”  Equating ‘Christmas’ with ‘measured success’ we will be 
praying that ‘Christmas’ will come early in this new year before us.  Happy New Year!  ¡Prospero 
Año Nuevo!  (Colossians 3:15) 
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It’s that time of year again.  We will be having a Soup &   

Salad Supper on January 12, 2019 from 4:30-6:30 PM.   

 

There is a sign up sheet on the table in the lobby please sign 

up if you would like to bring something.   

 

We will be having a game night following the Soup & Salad 

Supper so be bring your neighbors and your favorite games 

and stay for Game night.   

Hope to See You all For a Night of Good Food, Fun and Fel-

lowship.  
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Church General Fund Finances 

The Graph below shows the church income compared to church expenses.  The 

Blue Bars represent Income and the Gray Bars represent Expenses.  When the 

Gray Bar is higher than the Blue Bar it means the church spent more money than  

it earned.  When the Blue Bar is higher than the Gray Bar it means the church 

earned more than it  spent.  The red writing tells you how much more the church’s 

expenses were than income that month. The black writing tells you how much more 

income there was than expenses that month.   This graph shows that both income 

and expenses vary month to month.   

As of December 27, 2018 the Balance in the General Fund check book was 

-$968.07 

This graph shows the funds in the general fund.  The general fund  is used for pay-

ing the church and parsonage utility bills as well as payroll for the church staff.   

The church Financial Information is available to everyone, either stop by, email or 

the call the office at (269)657-7727.   
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We are looking for peo-
ple to join the video 
team.  If you are willing 
to learn how to create 
video and/or navigate 
the presentation on Sun-
day morning, please let 
us know.  

If you are interested in a copy 

of the Minutes from the Fi-

nance or Ad Council Meetings 

I have put some on the shelf 

outside the sanctuary,  if they 

are gone or you have any 

questions please feel free to 

contact Becky in the office.   

January Preaching Calendar 
January 6-Communion       

Sermon Title: Drawn to the Light      

Scriptures:  Isaiah 60:1-6       Ephesians 3:1-12     Matthew 2:1-12 

Focus:  Celebrating the Epiphany is an opportunity to consider the light of Christ         

   shining through the presence of he Church today in the world.  

                 

January 13                 

Sermon Title: Buying Peace     

Scriptures:  Isaiah 43:1-7  Acts 8:14-17  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Focus:  The World today is trying to find it’s way to peace through means that  will not 

   last.  Christians have the opportunity to offer the Presence and Power of the 

   Holy Spirit       

                                             

January 20 

Sermon Title: Celebrating our Connection     

Scriptures:  Isaiah 62:1-5     Psalm 36:5-10     I Corinthians 12:12-31     Luke 4:14-21  

Focus:  We must answer a basic question regarding our  faith: What is the impact of 

   believing in Christ on the way I live and on the way the Church evangelizes      

                     

January 27 

Sermon Title: Avoiding Mob Rule                        

Scriptures:  Nehemiah 8:1-3. 5-6, 8-10  I Corinthians 12:12-31 Luke 4:14-21 

Focus:  The Church must make it’s own way in the world and not succumb to the calls 

   or conformity by Christians to social rules based on “group think.” 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 1.  2.  

 

3.  4.  5.  

6. 7. 8.  9.  10.  11. 12. 

13. 

 

14. 15.  

 

16.    17. 

 

18.  19.  

20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 

27. 28. 

 

 

29. 

 

30. 31.   

       

January 2019 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift 

 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

7:00 Trustee’s  
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 18     Lyle Huggett 

 22     Bill Stembaugh      

 23     Rodney Sturgis 

          Nevaeh Lyon 

 25     Christopher Aldrich 

 28    Claudia Willsea 

 29     Heather Raudenbush   

  

  

 2      Dave & Holly Lovely 

  

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or  anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/

number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our 

church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank You 
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Date  Hospitality Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

1/6 

Communion 
Potluck Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

1/13 
Please Sign  

Up 
Harley Pierce 

Laurel Sherburn  

Lee Johnson 

 

Please Sign  
up 

1/20 
Please Sign  

Up 
Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign  

Up 

1/27 
Please Sign 

Up 
Diane Grimm Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

2/3 

 

Please Sign 
Up 

Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 
Please Sign 

Up 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Norma Stull 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. # 24 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

New Friends 

 

 

Bronson Commons: 

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
 

Those at Home: 

Donna Hickok 

52601 Sheridan Road 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Charles & Leah Moses 

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
420 W. Michigan Ave. 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 
 

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303 -8062 

Organist/Pianist:  

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer  

 
 

 


