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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

God’s Healing Community 

“Necessity is the Mother of Invention” so goes the proverb said to have originated in England many 
years ago – and in Latin first not English (Mater artium necessitas).  The fact remains that it is a true 
statement.  When we find ourselves in need of something that we do not have, we usually find a way 
to meet the need by our “inventive” way of thinking.  Granted, most of us do not hold patents to new 
inventions.  That said, we do know how to find ways of meeting our needs.  Maslow gave us a hierar-
chy of needs list as follows from basic to self-fulfillment: Physiological (food, water, warmth, safety) 
then Psychological (to belong, to be loved, to developing self-esteem) and then Self-fulfillment 
(achievement, creativity, etc.).  He actually added one more level before he died saying that beyond 
all of these needs we have the need of Transcendence – looking beyond self. 

 

In many respects, a worshiping congregation can experience the same hierarchy of needs.  We have 
our basic needs of having a place to worship and knowing that we are free to do so.  We have our 
need of belonging – which I believe is part of our coming together as the Body of Christ; and, then we 
have the need of achievement in our ministries and of being creative in how we go about those minis-
tries.  Clearly, the last area of Transcendence speaks of our need to be and stay connected to God 
through our worship and our encouragement of one another.  In fact, it is our connection to God that 
gives rise to our ability of meeting the other needs in the first place.  It is vital for us as a worshipping 
congregation to always consider our relationship to God both as individuals and as a congregation. 

 

Healing of the body takes place because other “members” of the body participate in the healing pro-
cess.  This is both a physiological as well as a spiritual fact.  Our earthly body is designed to actually 
aid and encourage the healing process.  However, we have seen the need for what we might call 
“healing assistance” and, discovered through science ways of aiding that healing process – medi-
cines, surgeries, therapies, etc.  This is an important lesson for the Church today.  Are we not to see 
ourselves as the Body of Christ and to seek to aid and encourage the healing process of its mem-
bers?  The answer is a resounding YES!  Discovering – through a “spiritual science” – in a manner of 
speaking – we can learn ways of aiding the healing process.   

 

We are the Church – the People of God.  As Peter said, “Once you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (I Peter 
2:10)  We must be willing to consider all the ways at our disposal and consider the invention of new 
ways – under the direction of God’s Holy Spirit – of meeting the needs of our congregation and of our 
community.  What are we not doing that we might consider doing to bring healing to ourselves and 
our community?  What do we have at our disposal to use in this healing process that we are not us-
ing?  These and similar questions are the kinds of questions I believe any worshipping community 
must be asking of themselves.   

 

The obvious application of invention implies risk.  The inventor is always willing to take risk in the ef-
fort of discovery.  Are we as a worshipping congregation willing to take risk in the effort of discovering 
how we may bring healing to ourselves and our community? 

Share your ideas.  Talk about your ideas.  Encourage others to do the same.  Let us become a wor-
shipping community known for our healing ways.   
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Come and Enjoy Dinner with Us  

February 9, 2019  

4:30 — 6:30 Pm 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave.  

Dinner Includes spaghetti, salad, dessert and a bever-

age.  

Bring your friends and neighbors for a time of good 

food and fellowship.   

Cost: Donation 

There is a sign up sheet in the lobby please sign up if you would 

like to bring something.   
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Repackaging our Faith 

 

 Paw Paw United Methodist Church began in this community in 1835.  This church has 

stood the test of time for 183 years!  If you think back for a moment to what the United States was 

like in 1835 it is amazing to see all the changes that have taken place in our world, nation, state, 

community and in our daily living.  I am sure that the founders of this church could not have fath-

omed what daily life would be like in the year 2019, just as we have a hard time imagining what 

life will be like in the future.  However, this group of Christians felt it was important to come togeth-

er as a community in Christ to worship together, learn more about the Bible together, and serve 

God to the best of their abilities.   

 The “packaging” of life may have changed in the past 183 years, but the message of Christ 

and the teachings of the Bible are as relevant today as they were 2019 years ago when Christ 

walked our earth.   The challenge we face today is repackaging our faith experience to ensure that 

it speaks to today’s youth and young families.   

The former traditions and forms of worship are no longer relevant or meaningful for today’s 

Generation X and Millennials.  They are still seeking a meaningful life, seeking to know God, and 

seeking to make a difference in the world—but in ways that may look and feel very different to 

those of us at Paw Paw UMC today.  Young people are seeking a faith that is relevant to our 

current culture and way of life.  They are seeking a faith that is authentic and not just 

“entertainment.”  They are seeking deeper relationships with others in their lives.   

  If we accept the challenge to truly reach out to the young people in our church and com-

munity, we need to examine our current habits, the way we connect with each other, the way we 

structure our worship experience, and even the layout of our building.   

Does this seem like a daunting task—maybe?  But I believe that our legacy of 183 years in 

this community warrants a bit of work on our part to ensure that God’s message of love, for-

giveness, and peace continues for at least another 183 years.  

     Diane Grimm 
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Outreach & Hospitality at PPUMC 

 

 The newly formed Outreach/Hospitality Committee met recently.  The first goal of the 

group is to create a more welcoming atmosphere for newcomers.  The second goal is to establish 

a more efficient way to schedule the various volunteers. 

 To address these goals we agreed on the following:  

The committee has put together “Welcome bags” to give to new attendees.  After an 

orientation session, we will be asking the ushers and greeters to welcome new at-

tendees, chat with them, and give them a welcome bag to take home.     

Becky Knapik will begin setting up a schedule for volunteers that act as greeters, ush-

ers, liturgists, hospitality providers and childcare volunteers. If you are interested 

in volunteering in any of these areas, please contact Becky so she can add you 

to the schedule.  It would be great to see some “new faces” in these roles!  We 

will begin phasing out the use of the “clipboard system” in the lobby as Becky is 

able to put together a monthly schedule and share it with the volunteers.   

Sue Danielson will be reviving the Junior Church program for children ages 3-8 years 

old.  This group will meet in classroom just west of the choir room.  Nursery care 

will be held in the Chapel room for infants-2 year olds. 

 

 Our next meeting for the committee will be held Sunday February 24 after fellowship 

time (12:230-1:30 p.m.)  Anyone that is interested is welcome to join us. 

 

Diane Grimm 

Outreach Chairperson 

Hospitality time is “Going Green” 

 

We have new coffee mugs at church with our name, the UMC cross/flame logo, and the words 

“Following Jesus” on them!  If you would like to have your own ceramic mug to use at church, 

they will be available for a $2.00 donation.  We will provide a space at church for you to store your 

mug.  This will save on the use of Styrofoam cups that are disposed of each week.  Funds donated 

for the mugs will be used to purchase supplies for hospitality time and for needs of the newly 

formed Outreach/hospitality committee.   

Mugs will be available beginning Sunday, February 3rd!  
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Church General Fund Finances 

The Graph below shows the church income compared to church expenses.  The 

Pink Bars represent Income and the Gray Bars represent Expenses.  When the 

Gray Bar is higher than the Pink Bar it means the church spent more money than  it 

earned.  When the Pink Bar is higher than the Gray Bar it means the church 

earned more than it  spent.  The red writing tells you how much more the church’s 

expenses were than income that month. The black writing tells you how much more 

income there was than expenses that month.   This graph shows that both income 

and expenses vary month to month.   

As of January 29, 2019 the Balance in the General Fund check book was 

-$6,163.89 

This graph shows the funds in the general fund.  The general fund  is used for pay-

ing the church and parsonage utility bills as well as payroll for the church staff.   

The church Financial Information is available to everyone, either stop by, email or 

the call the office at (269)657-7727.   

$7,519.05

$10,923.18

JANUARY

General Fund Income Compared to General Fund Expenses

 Income

Expenses

Net Loss 

-3,404.13 
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We are looking for peo-
ple to join the video 
team.  If you are willing 
to learn how to create 
video and/or navigate 
the presentation on Sun-
day morning, please let 
us know.  

We are planning a Lenten 

Study.  It is important to know 

who will be attending, for or-

dering materials.  Please 

RSVP to church office if you 

are planning to attend.  The 

study will be Sunday evenings 

at 6:30 at the church March 10 

through April 14(6 Sundays) 

February Preaching Calendar 

February 3-Communion       

Sermon Title: The Beatitudes: A Life of Value      

Scriptures:  Exodus 20:1-17 Romans 4:13-16 Matthew 5:1-12 

Focus:  As Christians we can learn what it means to live within the values of God’s 

   Kingdom  

                 

February 10                 

Sermon Title: The Law Fulfilled: A Life of Righteousness  

Scriptures:  Deuteronomy 6:1-3  Romans 10:1-4 Matthew 5:43-48 

Focus:  As a faithful people we can learn to listen to the voice of God.       

                                             

February 17 

Sermon Title: The New Way: A Life of Listening  

Scriptures:  Leviticus 19:1-2 Romans 8:14-17 Matthew 5:43-48  

Focus:  As a faithful people we can learn to listen to the voice of God.                         

February 24 

Sermon Title: The Lack of Worry: A Life of Fulfillment  

Scriptures:  Exodus 16:1-3 Philippians 4:4-7 Matthew 6:25-34  

Focus:  As Disciples of Jesus we live daily in a sacred trust believing in the providence 

   of God. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   

 

 1.  2.  

3. 4. 5.  6.  7.  8. 9. 

10. 

 

11. 12.  

 

13.    14. 

 

15.  16.  

17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 

24. 25. 

 

 

26. 

 

27. 28.   

       

February 2019 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

Diane Grimm 

Suleyka Small 

 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

7:00 Trustee’s  

4:30-6:30     

Spaghetti Din-

ner 
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 2  Lisa Bajo 

 4 Donna Hickok      

 9 Dr. David Millard 

 10 Elaine Poole 

 16 Collin Rumsey 

 18 Sue Danielson 

 19 Norma Stull   

 20 Conner Bailey 

 Jessica Heminger 

 Allison Whitcomb 

22 Jon Brennan 

25 Josef Dickman 

 Jennifer Sturgis 

  

 1 Morene & Lyle Huggett 

22 Bill & Doris Stembaugh 

24 Mark & Rebekah Whitcomb 

  

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or  anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/

number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our 

church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank You 
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Date  Hospitality Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

2/3 

Communion 
Potluck Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

2/10 Sharon Lantz Sue Danielson 
Laurel Sherburn  

Lee Johnson 

 

Please Sign  
up 

2/17 
Please Sign  

Up 
Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign  

Up 

2/24 
Please Sign 

Up 
Harley Pierce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

3/3 

Communion 

 

Potluck Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 
Please Sign 

Up 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Norma Stull 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. # 24 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

New Friends 

 

 

Bronson Commons: 

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
 

Those at Home: 

Donna Hickok 

52601 Sheridan Road 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Charles & Leah Moses 

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
420 W. Michigan Ave. 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 
 

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.paw pawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303 -8062 

Organist/Pianist:  

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer  

 
 

 


