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Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors 

Our Family of Faith 

 
At the end of April we had a display of Nature’s humor in giving us a white covering.  As a result, it 
may be difficult to believe, but, summer is coming.  For many people that means lots of outdoor ac-

tivities, lots of excursions to places familiar and explorations to places unfamiliar.  It means that 
many who are gainfully employed will be taking advantage of a “free sunny weekend” to “get away.”  

All of us will want to have time for some R&R.  This is normal behavior for most people. 

 
As we begin to plan for these “outing opportunities” and the busy summer weeks, my hope is that 
we will also make plans for the various activities of our church family.  The New Testament letter 
called Hebrews reminds us of the importance of our gathering as much as possible: (Hebrews 

10:22-25) 

Let us draw near to God ……… Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 
who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but en-

couraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Some of the things we are planning for summer include regular worship Sunday morning at 9:30 
a.m. (starting June 16); small group gatherings at the parsonage; work parties at the worship center 

to keep our lawn/garden in good repair; a Community Picnic on September 1
st
 following worship.  

There may be other activities yet to be planned.  What would you like to see happening in our 
church family that will help keep us connected?  We need your ideas. 

 
Any of the opportunities we offer to bring us together also presents us with a chance to make an 
invitation.  Invite your neighbor or a family member to join you for some event – especially for our 
worship experiences.  The worship center belongs to you, the members of our church family.  It 

does not belong to me as clergy.  I am simply part of the “family” for now; from one perspective an 
“adopted” member of the family.  As such, I do want to encourage you and inspire you to consider 

ways of strengthening our family bonds and building each of us up in the faith. 

 
Your life apart from your “family of faith” is the life you are living in testimony to that faith.  The writ-
er of Hebrews – as you noticed – tells us that our time together with our family of faith is meant to 
bring us closer to God and to make us better at loving our neighbor and serving others.  Look for 
ways to “encourage one another” in the faith so that you will find yourself ready for whatever hap-

pens in your life – no matter where you find yourself to be. 



Paw Paw UMC News  May 2019

2 

The Church gardens are a big job.  We are thinking of trying 

something new this year.  We are going to putting the garden 

up for adoption.  We would like individuals or families to sign 

up to adopt a section of the church garden.  Throughout the 

year the individual or family will take care of their adopted 

section of the garden.  There is a sign-up sheet on the table 

in the lobby please, if you are interested please sign up or 

contact Becky in the office.   
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PPUMC ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT FOR 2018 

The Endowment Committee met in February and reviewed the fund investments with the United 

Methodist Foundation of Michigan, interest expenditures, and our Church Loan from the fund for 

2018.  All were found to be in order and in compliance with the Endowment Fund Guidelines as 

approved by our Annual Church Conference in 1994.   

During 2018, the trustees authorized the expenditure of $5,730.27 of Endowment Fund interest 

earnings for needed church repairs.  This resulted in several improvements for the church parson-

age, including chimney repair, a new sink and new countertops, along with molding repair and 

new locks and keys for the church itself.  The Administrative Council authorized $12,590.05 of En-

dowment Fund earnings to be used for programs and outreach.  Benefiting from this were the Li-

on’s Club Christmas Baskets, the Paul Webster Africa Mission, our Ecuador Mission Trip, the La-

bor Day Picnic and the Good Samaritan Fund.  Each year 10% of the interest is added to the fund 

principal as a tithe.  This year, that amount was $1,300.00.   

Last year we borrowed $65,165.00 from the Endowment Fund to pay for a new roof on the Educa-

tion Wing and $18,000.00 to support the Office Manager/Treasurer.  This increased the loan bal-

ance to $192,595.00.  However, we did make 11 monthly loan payments of $1,000 to the Loan 

Repayment Fund.  This is a designated fund separate from our general budget offering that is 

used for that purpose.  Monthly payments at 0% interest are made as the funds become available 

from our pledges and donations to the “Church Loan Repayment Fund”.  AS the loan is repaid, 

the money is returned to interest bearing investments, which increases the interest income that 

can be used for non-budget purposes.  Last year we had six families who donated at least $1,000 

to the Loan Repayment Fund and are currently deciding what they want engraved on their leaves 

for the “Tree of Life”.   

Further information on the Endowment Fund can be found on the Church Website, through the 

Church Office, or by contacting a committee member.  The United Methodist Foundation also pro-

vides information on estate planning donations.   

We are a very fortunate church and need to be thankful for the donors and their gifts, which led to 

the establishment of the Paw Paw United Methodist Church Permanent Endowment Fund in 

1982.  Responsibly managed, the interest generated from these gifts and future gifts will continue 

to enhance the mission, outreach and future our church for many years.   

 
 
Harley Pierce 

Endowment Committee Chairperson 
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Church General Fund Finances 

The Graph below shows the church income compared to church expenses.  The 

Blue Bars represent Income and the Purple Bars represent Expenses.  When the 

Purple Bar is higher than the Blue Bar it means the church spent more money than  

it earned.  When the Blue Bar is higher than the Purple Bar it means the church 

earned more than it  spent.  The red writing tells you how much more the church’s 

expenses were than income that month. The black writing tells you how much more 

income there was than expenses that month.   This graph shows that both income 

and expenses vary month to month.   

As of April 29, 2019 the Balance in the General Fund check book was 

-$4,312.51 

This graph shows the funds in the general fund.  The general fund  is used for pay-

ing the church and parsonage utility bills as well as payroll for the church staff.   

The church Financial Information is available to everyone, either stop by, email or 

the call the office at (269)657-7727.   
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We are starting to plan for our 

Annual Labor Day Community 

Picnic.  Which will be Septem-

ber 1.  We are looking for volun-

teers to coordinate certain are-

as.  We will need someone to 

coordinate overall as well as 

well as people to coordinate for 

food, games, and publications 

and advertising.  If you are inter-

ested please contact Becky in 

the office.   

May Preaching Calendar 

May 5-Communion       

Sermon Title: Recognizing Jesus      

Scriptures:  Revelations 5:11-14  John 21:1-14 

Focus:  We are to consider that those things in our life that help us to recognize the 

   presence of the Risen Lord.                

May 12                

Sermon Title: The Balance Between Life and Death  

Scriptures:  Revelations 7:9-17  John 10:22-30 

Focus:  If Heaven is so wonderful, then why concern ourselves with this life here and 

   now?                           

May 19 

Sermon Title: Be a Disciple 

Scriptures:  Revelations 21:1-6  John 13:31-35 

Focus:  The Christian Faith is not built around love but around following someone.   

                     

May 26 

Sermon Title: Why Do You Believe? 

Scriptures:  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 John 14:23-29  

Focus:  As Believers, it is important to know why we do believe besides what  we  

   believe.   
 

 



Paw Paw UMC News  May 2019

6 

Outreach/Hospitality Update 
 

The next meeting of the Outreach/hospitality team will be held May 19, 2019 at 12:30 

p.m. 

We will be discussing additional ways to stay connected with our members and friends 

that are homebound.  We will also be discussing ways that we can continue to encour-

age new attendees to return to worship and get acquainted with others at PPUMC. We 

now have age appropriate “welcome bags” for children.  The bags contain a coloring/

sticker book, a pencil or crayons, and colorful notepaper.   If you would like to con-

tribute funds to help supply items for the bags, earmark the funds for 

“outreach”.  PPUMC coffee mugs are still available for purchase for a $2.00 dona-

tion.  Your donation goes directly to the “outreach” fund to help fund supplies for our 

welcome bags. 

We can use a few more volunteers to help with nursery and Junior church.  It 

would be great to get a rotation going so that our volunteers don’t miss worship ser-

vice too often.  Please contact Becky in the church office if you can help with this. 

  Please contact Diane Grimm or Pastor David with any ideas you might have for 

welcoming new folks to our church.   
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 2  Virginia Tironi 

 4 Rich Neterer  

 6 Diane Conover 

 9 Lee Johnson 

 22 Julianne Huss 

 25 Diane Grimm 

 30 Jessica Franklin Decker   

    

   

  12 Becky & Tom Knapik 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or  anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/

number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our 

church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank You 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  1. 

 

2. 3.  4.  

5. 6. 7.  8.  9.  10. 11. 

12. 

 

13. 14.  

 

15.    16. 

 

17.  18.  

19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 

26. 27. 

 

 

28. 

 

29. 30. 31.  

       

May 2019 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 
6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6:00 Finance 

7:00 Ad council 

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

Tricia Rumsey 

Suleyka Small 

 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

Worship 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

7:00 Bible 

        Study 

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  

7:00 Trustee’s  

6;00 Bells 

7:30 Choir  
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Date  Hospitality Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

5/5 

Communion 
Potluck Carol Pearce Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

5/12 

Sue Danielson 

Laurel Sher-
burn 

Sue Danielson 
Laurel Sherburn  

Lee Johnson 

 

Please Sign  
up 

5/19 
Please Sign 

Up 
Carol Pearce 

Morene & Lyle 
Huggett 

 

Please Sign  

Up 

5/26 
Please Sign 

Up 
Morene Huggett Please Sign Up 

 

Please Sign 
up 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Norma Stull 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. # 24 

Paw Paw, MI  49079  

 

Donna Hickok 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

New Friends 

 

 

Bronson Commons: 

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
 

Those at Home: 

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Charles & Leah Moses 

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
420 W. Michigan Ave. 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 
 

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com  

Website:  www.paw pawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303 -8062 

Organist/Pianist:  

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer  

 
 

 


