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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
Celebrating a New Year
I remember a Betty Davis movie – ‘All About Eve’ (1950) – where her character goes to a stair case turns and says to those
present, “Fasten your seatbelts; it’s going to be a bumpy night.” The oddity is that I am remembering this in conjunction with
the New Year. If you think this past year might have been “bumpy” just wait until this coming year of 2020. The movie
revolves around a power struggle between two actresses for top billing. It won Best Picture that year mostly because it
portrayed a reality of human nature – a deep desire for power – with which many can identify.

We will see more and more of the struggle for power in the coming year – in our own nation and in many places around the
world. I am not a conspiracy theorist nor a “died in the wool” prophecy producer. But, I do believe that God has been able to
utilize the Church – i.e., true believers, to stave off the demise of our nation until now. The question that remains is whether or
not believers will continue to align themselves with God in the battle against evil. Many have lost touch with the reality of what
is happening in other parts of the world. Christianity is under assault. Christians are persecuted at an increasing rate. It is very
important to remember that the Bible defines Evil in a general sense as that which seeks to usurp power from God. This was
and is what Satan wants – to have eternal power. The Bible calls Christians to stand against the evil of this world and to not
give a foot hold to Satan. James 4:7 - Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

My prayer for Paw Paw United Methodist Church (PPUMC) is that we will do as James says and “submit” ourselves to God. In
doing so, the New Year will hold promise for us as believers because we hold to a faith that believes in the God of Hope. We
celebrate the hope of eternal life. We celebrate that God has promised to always be with us. We celebrate the fact that God has
called His people – those who follow the ways and teachings of Jesus – to be a people of peace and a people who bring comfort
and hope to the world. My prayer also asks that we who worship together at PPUMC will grasp hold the reality of God’s power
in our life. While the world rages on with all kinds of power struggles, we, as followers of Jesus, can rest assured that God is for
us and not against us. His Holy Presence can bring comfort and peace to our life when we acknowledge that Presence. This is
done when we spend time in daily prayer; when we take time to gather with the faithful to worship; when we learn of His will
for our life through faithful study of the Word.

Listen to the words of the Apostle Paul when he wrote to the church at Corinth:
I Corinthians 16:13
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.

In the coming year, my call is for renewal of our commitment to our faith and to one another. We will find strength and power
as a faithful people seeking God’s will together for our individual life as well as the life of our church. Stand strong in your
faith that Jesus Christ is Lord of your life and that society does not dictate what you are to believe and to do. Celebrate not just
a New Year but a New Life in Christ. I am always available to speak with anyone who is seeking to find this New Life.
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Welcome to 2020!
As we welcome a New Year, 2020, we have fond memories of the
Advent/Christmas season: singing Christmas carols, listening to choir anthems and
enjoying the beauty of the Christmas decorations. We also experienced again the
welcome of our Savior, Jesus Christ into the world. Let’s continue these feelings
into the new year as we continue to welcome folks at PPUMC. There are many
people among us that have said “yes” to help to create our worship experience each
week. There is always a need for new folks to get involved. Some tasks that you
can help with include: creating an altar display, greeting, ushering, being a liturgist
or providing a snack and beverage for hospitality after worship.
We also have members and friends of PPUMC that are unable to come to
worship on Sunday. Many of these folks have remarked about how much it means to
them to receive phone calls, cards, and visits. Please consider where God is calling
you to serve in the coming year. Feel free to contact the church office, Pastor David
or me to let us know where you would like to help. We are all members of God’s
family and all are needed to help grow His kingdom.
Diane Grimm, Outreach chairperson

Soup & Salad Supper
January 11, 2020
4:30 – 6:30 PM
Cost: Donation

Includes soup, salad, dessert, and a beverage.
Come join us and bring your friends and neighbors.
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18

Lyle Huggett

22

Bill Stembaugh

23

Rodney Sturgis

25

Christopher Aldrich

28

Claudia Willsea

29

Heather Raudenbush

Dave & Holly Lovely
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Confidentiality Statement
If for some reason you would prefer your
name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or
newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture
on our church website, please contact the church
office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank
You
Please call the office if we missed your birthday
or anniversary or if it is incorrect!
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Please stop by the bulletin
board and table in the lobby
to see what is going on in
the community. As well as
sign up to be a greeter,
liturgist or bring snacks for
hospitality.

January Preaching Calendar
January 5
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

A Revealing Light
Leviticus 12:1-8
Luke 2:21-25
For those willing to look and to ask, they will see
God’s plan of salvation for the world. For those who
Deny that God even has a plan, they will only see the
Problems of this life.

January 12
Guest Preacher – James Morgan
January 19
Guest Preacher – Diane Grimm
January 26
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Realizing who Jesus is
Luke 2:41-52
Just as Jesus had to grow and mature as a human being and to learn his
Identity, so all of us must learn who we are and how we relate to God.
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Mon

6

Tue

10:30 Sunday
Worship

Thu
2
7:00 Choir

8

9

7

10:30 Sunday
Worship

12

Wed
1

7:30 Choir

13
7:00 Trustee’s

14

15
7:30 Choir

16
6:30 Finance/Ad
Council

Fri
3

Sat
4

10 4:30–6:30 Soup
11
& Salad Supper

17

18

24

Thrift Shop 25
AM Shift:
Diane Grimm
Suleyka Small

Pastor David on Vacation January 11 - 18
19
10:30 Sunday
Worship

20

21

22
7:30 Choir

23

Pastor David on Mission Trip January 19-25
26
10:30 Sunday
Worship

27

28

29
7:30 Choir
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30
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Hospitality

Liturgist

Greeters

Nursery

Nicole Bonarski

Claudia Willsea

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
up

1/12

Tom & Carol
Pillars

Please Sign
Up

Laurel Sherburn

1/19

Please Sign
Up

1/26

2/2

1/5
Communion

Lee Johnson

Please Sign
up

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign
Up

Please Sing Up

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

Bronson Commons:
Kay Bush
23332 Red Arrow Highway
Mattawan, MI 49071
Those at Home:
Jackie Ploof
38347 CR 374
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Charles & Leah Moses
413 W. St. Joseph
Lawrence, MI 49064

Up

Please Sign
up
Please Sign
Up

Maple Lake Assisted Living
Jean Dahms
677 Hazen St. Rm. #16
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Donna Hickok
677 Hazen St.
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Meadow Woods
Norma Stull
42235 County Rd. 390
Bloomindale MI, 49026

Please Remember
these friends with a
card or visit

Beverly & Jerry Reshman
132 North Street
Paw Paw, MI 49079
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Ave.
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Please Join us on Sundays:

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Avenue
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Phone: (269) 657-7727 Fax: (269) 657-7728
E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.pawpawumc.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303-8062
Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada
Director of Music: Christine Mortimer
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