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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
Our Real Concern
In recent days the American public has been alerted to a potential hazard – namely, the Coronavirus. It has already
caused some havoc in the financial world. It is poised to cause a minor panic in other circles. The unfortunate news
is that we already have many people dying from several other diseases and causes that barely make the news these
days.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports that this flu season there have been – between October 1, 2019
through February 22, 2020 – close to 46,000 deaths. (That is the high-end estimate as the CDC does not know an
exact number.) Their report also states that there have been some 45 million flu-related illnesses. As I write this,
the report on the Coronavirus is that world-wide there have been well over 88,000 cases with just over 3,000 deaths.
Please note that these statistics are world-wide. The numbers given above on the flu are within the USA.

Having worked in healthcare most of my life, I am wondering where all the concern is for the influenza within our
own country. The News Media is awash with information about the Coronavirus but almost nothing on the flu. I
wonder why that is? And, you may ask, why am I even bringing this up? As I pointed out last month, this is – after
all – a church newsletter; not a health report. That said, there is something to learn as to how we get our information
and what information we get in the first place. If I am going to be up in arms about something health related and my
choices are between the flu and the Coronavirus – I think I am going to put my energy into talking about and
showing concern for the flu. Every year the world (and our country in particular) is faced with what is now termed
the “Flu Season.” It comes and goes. Did you know that the CDC reported that in the 2018-19 “Season” some
80,000 people died due to flu-related illnesses? That seems like a pretty high number. I do not recall much being
said about it via the News Media. So, what is the point?

There are a lot of things that church gatherings are being told as to what they should or should not be concerned
about. Let’s be honest – Christianity as it has been known for centuries is dying out. Yes, some gatherings are
growing – called “Mega-churches.” And, sadly, the so-called Main-line Denominations are clearly loosing members
and slowly dying out. I have to believe that somewhere along the way part of the problem has been where we have
placed our concern. What is God concerned about regarding humanity? The Bible clearly teaches that God is
concerned for our eternal existence more than anything else. Why is that? Simple (I believe). God is eternal. God
has always desired to have a close personal relationship with each person. The Holy Writings clearly teach the
brevity of our earthly life; and that, certainly is in comparison to eternity. As your pastor, my calling is to raise the
concern for your eternal existence and offer to you what God has been offering from the beginning – Eternal Life.

Maybe we can make a quick comparison – and this will certainly make some people upset. Maybe – just maybe –
too many churches today are concerned for what we might call a “Coronavirus-style” clarion call; when the real
concern is for a much more serious situation, which we might call the “Influenza-style” clarion call. You decide. We
either say our purpose is to lead people to Christ with a clear concern for their eternal existence; or, we decide it is
more important to be concerned as to how someone identifies their sexual orientation or their gender identity. As for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord and be concerned for the things of eternity. God bless you as you struggle
with these matters. Give me a call and we can talk further
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Outreach News
Last year I agreed to chair a committee at PPUMC titled “Outreach”. Our major focus last year
was to become a more “welcoming congregation” with both our regular attendees and visitors.
Each new visitor or family group is now given a “welcome bag” that includes information about
our church, a contact card, and a small gift. The visitor is encouraged to return the contact card
so that we can get to know him/her better. We also offered an orientation class for ushers and
greeters. We worked on a rotating schedule for ushers and greeters. This committee also was
in charge of the community picnic that was held in September at our new picnic area behind the
church.
For 2020, we plan to continue with the welcome bags focusing more on obtaining a contact card
from new attendees so that we can follow up the visit with a phone call. We also plan to contact
members and constituents (friends) of our church that are on our mailing list, but have not been
attending our church on a regular basis. The goal of this contact is to let them know that they are
missed, to encourage them to return for worship, and to also find out if they wish to remain
connected with our congregation. We are also planning the annual church picnic again,
sometime in mid to late August.
Our meetings are open to anyone that is interested in helping us to reach these goals.
I welcome your comments and input for ideas that will help us in our efforts!
Our committee will meet again on March 15 following the worship service.
Diane Grimm (269-808-0685 dm.grimm54@gmail.com)
Emerging trends impacting church life:
1.) The move to the internet-The internet has the potential to totally redefine how many people
engage the Christian faith
2.) Decreased reliance on denominations-The influence and role of denominations in church life
continues to wane. For several decades, it has been apparent that people give far less weight to
denomination labels in choosing what church to attend.
“5 Emerging Trends Impacting Church Life”, Powe & Michel,
churchleadership.com/leading ideas

Wings of God Tour
Several of us visited the Wings of God house in Paw Paw on February 13th. We were
treated to lunch and given a tour of the facility. Wings of God serves women that are
transitioning from incarceration back to living on their own. It is a Christian ministry
and is staffed by both paid staff and volunteers. We were able to meet several of the
women that are currently living there. The facility has been open for 10 years
now. The ministry relies totally on support from individuals and churches in the
area. Pastor David is one of the counselors that works with some of the residents. I
was very impressed with the ministry they are providing.
If you are interested in the March 12th tour, please call the house at (269)415-0777
to sign up. The tour is limited to 12 people each month.
The house has a website and a FB page if you want to learn more about their ministry.
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We are planning to have a Swiss Steak Dinner on May 15,
2020. We will need volunteers to make this event a success.
We will need volunteers to help cook meat from 7:00 AM to
10:00 AM, volunteers to come at 3:00 to help set up the salads,
desserts and start cooking vegetables, volunteers to help serve
and during the dinner and volunteers to help with clean up after
the dinner. The dinner will be from 4:30 -6:30 PM. If you are
able to help with this event please stop by the table in the lobby
and sign up or call the office and let us know what you are able
to help with.
This is a community event so please invite your friends and
neighbors to join us for a time of good food and fellowship.
Tickets for this event will be available soon.
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Ed Poole

4

Rev. David Small

5

Carrie Radtke

7

Carol Pearce

17

Brian Rumsey

18

Emily Mortimer
Fred Snell

21

Sandra Lombard
Andrew Tironi

23

Julie Rumsey

26

Haley Sturgis
Jean Dahms

22

Carl & Norma Whiteman
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Confidentiality Statement
If for some reason you would prefer your
name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or
newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture
on our church website, please contact the church
office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank
You
Please call the office if we missed your birthday
or anniversary or if it is incorrect!
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Lenten Preaching Calendar
II Peter 3:18(NIV)
Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that
you have tasted that the lord is good.
March 1
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Come Follow Me
Colossians 1:3-9
Matthew 4:18-22
Faith is not blind but fruitful which implies growth.

March 8
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

False Teaching
II Peter 2:1-3
Mathew 5:17-20
Our task is to learn how to grow in faith and then to grow

March 15
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Wise Builders
Deuteronomy 4:1-2
Mathew 7:24-29
There is an importance as to what we do with our new knowledge.

March 22 – Guest Speaker – Reverend Dwayne Begley –District Superintendent
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Realizing who Jesus is
Luke 2:41-52
Just as Jesus had to grow and mature as a human being and to learn his
Identity, so all of us must learn who we are and how we relate to God.

March 29
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Growing into Christ
Ephesians 4:7-15
John 21:6-11
The Ultimate goal of faith is to become Christ-like.

April 5
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

A Child’s Reason
I Corinthians 13:11-12
Matthew 21:6-11
Faith is a child-like endeavor; it seems to be all that is needed.

April 12
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Divine Power
2 Peter 1:3-9
Matthew 28:5-7
The Bible demonstrates clearly what growth in Christ Means.

Most people have a working knowledge of the concept of growth. We all understand that by planting a
seed we expect it to grow and to produce some type of fruit. We expect children ‘grow’ from the time they
are born and to mature into what we call adulthood. The Lenten Season is a time for focusing on growing
spiritually and seeking to be strong in our faith. This Lenten series is designed to challenge us to seek
ways of growing – as Peter says- in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.
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We are looking for volunteers to
help decorate the Alter. If you
are interested please let Diane
Grimm

Please stop by the bulletin
board and table in the lobby
to see what is going on in
the community. As well as
sign up to be a greeter,
liturgist or bring snacks for
hospitality.

Easter Flower order forms have
arrived. They will be in the bulletin
on Sunday’s the month of March.
The last day to order is March 29.
Flowers will be available to take
home after Easter Worship Service.

Soup & Salad Supper
March 14, 2020
4:30 – 6:30 PM
Cost: Donation

Includes soup, salad, dessert, and a beverage.
Come join us and bring your friends and neighbors.
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Mon
2

7:00
Endowment
Committee

10:30 Sunday
Worship

8
10:30 Sunday
Worship

15

Tue
3

9

10

7:00 Trustee’s

16

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat
7

11 6:30 Finance/Ad
12
7:00 Choir Council
6:30
Women’s
Fellowship

13

14

7:00 Choir

17

10:30 Sunday
Worship

18

4:30–6:30 Soup
& Salad Supper

19

20

21

26

27

28
Thrift Shop
AM Shift:
Betty Shafer
Mary Hassing

7:00 Choir

22
10:30 Sunday
Worship

23

24

29
10:30 Sunday
Worship

30

31

25
7:00 Choir
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Hospitality

Liturgist

Greeters

Diane Grimm

Carla Hazard

Bob & Sandy
Graham

3/8

Lyle & Morene
Huggett

Chris Mortimer

3/15

Sharon Lantz

Paul Andreson

3/1
Communion

Laurel Sherburn

Nursery

Please Sign
up

Lee Johnson

Please Sign
up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
Up

3/22

Carol & Tom
Pillars

3/29

Please Sign
Up

Bronson Commons:
Kay Bush
23332 Red Arrow Highway
Mattawan, MI 49071

Please Sing Up
Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
up
Please Sign
Up

Maple Lake Assisted Living
Jean Dahms
677 Hazen St. Rm. #16
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Those at Home:
Jackie Ploof
38347 CR 374
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Charles & Leah Moses
413 W. St. Joseph
Lawrence, MI 49064

Please Remember
these friends with a
card or visit

Beverly & Jerry Reshman
132 North Street
Paw Paw, MI 49079

8

Paw Paw UMC News

March 2020

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
Finance/Administrative Council
MINUTES
February 20, 2019 – 6:30 PM
1

2

3
4

5

Call to Order – at 6:37 PM
a. Devotional by David Small
b. Prayer by David Small
Members Present / Roll Call
Betty Shafer, Diane Grimm, Bob Graham, Morene Huggett, Jim Allen, Lee Johnson, Wealthy Willsea,
Becky Knapik, David Small
Adoption of Agenda
a. Diane made a motion to approve the agenda, Wealthy Seconded, the motion passed.
Approval of Minutes last meeting
a. Morene made a motion to accept the minutes from the last meeting, Betty Seconded, the motion
passed.
Committee Reports
a. Finance
i. Current Budget report
1. The allocations from the Endowment Fund for 2020 have been added, in the
amounts of Administrative Council is $9,100 and the Trustee’s is $3,500.
2. Two new accounts have been added for paying of the Pastor’s Health Insurance
debt.
3. Money was transferred back into the fine arts fund, for the substitute pianist last
year.
4. It was decided Lee will ask the Memorial Committee to donate money for the new
microphone in the sanctuary.
5. Lee made a motion to accept the finance report, Wealthy seconded the motion
passed.
ii. Review and determination of unpaid bills
1. David made a motion to pay the unpaid bills as listed, Betty Seconded the motion
passed.
iii. Finance Sub Committee Report update and recommendations
1. Bob Graham passed out a paper entitled “Plan 2021” and then read it to the
Committee. The plan included:
a. Things he thinks he has learned in the last eight months while working
with the Sub-Committee for Finance about the finances of the church and
budgeting for 2019, 2020, and 2021.
b. The need for new revenue from new sources
c. Possibilities (initiatives) for getting new revenue from new sources.
d. A way to go about these possibilities and some problems we might have
in getting them done.
2. If these possibilities don’t work the second option we have in solving our General
Deficit problem.
3. He said at next month’s meeting we would see if we have any “leaders” for these
three initiatives and enough person power to help them. If so, let’s try them. But
either way start talking about what to do about this problem and have some
recommendations for the membership by the end of August 2020.
iv. Communications Sub Committee Report- Update and recommendations
b. Pastor
i. Ash Wednesday Service
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1.
2.
3.
4.

There will be a service on Ash Wednesday at 7:00 PM
March 12-21 Pastor David will be in San Diego for training
March 22 the District Superintendent Dwayne Bagley will be visiting to preach.
Pastor David wanted to tell Diane Grimm Thank You for filling in for him on
Sunday February 16.

c. Worship
i. Follow up on Annual Conference Delegate
1. Per our fall 2019 Charge Conference our Administrative Council has been given
authorization to elect our member to annual conference. Pastor David moved to
place the name Lee Johnson for consideration as member to Annual
Conference. No other names were offered as liable candidates. Wealthy Willsea
seconded the motion to accept the name of Lee Johnson. No concerns or
questions were put forth Lee’s name was accepted unanimously.
ii. Follow up on Alter Display
1. A note will be put in the newsletter asking if anyone is interested in helping with
the alter displays.
d. Outreach
i. Follow up on Welcoming gifts
1. The outreach committee ordered more pens but decided not to order more mugs
at this time. They are looking for a cheaper alternative to put in the welcome
bags.
ii. There will be an article in the newsletter about their Wings of God luncheon visit.
e. Education / Children’s Ministry
i.
f.

Memorial Committee
i. Follow up on Donations Procedure
1. There was a meeting on February 5 to determine a procedure for acknowledging
memorial donations. It was decided that a letter will be sent from the Pastor and
possibly signed by the Memorial Chairperson.

g. Endowment Committee
i. Follow up on New Member
h. SPRC
i. The committee met on February 11
i.

6
7

Trustees
i. There was a sewage leak on Sunday February 16. Roto Rooter was at the church
cleaning the mess the following week. There has been some damage to the floors and a
few things had to be thrown away. The leak was from a city pipe being clogged
therefore the Village of Paw Paw should pay for the repairs and clean up.
Motions / Decisions
Calendar Coordination – Next meeting March 12 at 6:30 PM
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Ave.
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Please Join us on Sundays:

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Avenue
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Phone: (269) 657-7727 Fax: (269) 657-7728
E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.pawpawumc.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303-8062
Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada
Director of Music: Christine Mortimer
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