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Summer has finally made its way to Michigan – well, southern Michigan at least. Officially, the date is June 20. Weather-wise it feels like
summer now. Hence, many people are perhaps taking advantage of our continued “lock-down” and getting a lot of yard work done – in
between the periods of rain that is. While I realize that not everyone has a yard to maintain or not everyone is able to maintain a yard, I have
marveled recently at learning of someone in particular who, apparently, is still doing that very thing.
My reason for amazement is due to the person’s circumstances. I must admit that I did not get permission to speak of this person but I also
know that he will have no issue from being mentioned in this Newsletter Article. The person I am speaking of is George Bolton. George is
reaching a milestone this year – at least for me it seems like an accomplishment. George will turn 95 this year, which means he was born in
1925. Even at my age that seems like a long time ago.
George has had some unfortunate mishaps lately. For one, his wife Juanita has been recuperating in a nursing home due to some recent
falls. So George has been staying by himself for several months. He also had a fall and broke a collar bone – from which he has recovered. I
know this because he told me about the incident. I speak with George from time to time on the phone and have been to see him occasionally.
Just this week while speaking with him by phone I remarked that I had called previously but there was no answer. I wondered if he might have
been visiting with his son as it was Memorial Day.
George quickly told me that he was home but that he had been outside running his lawn mower. Needless to say, that gave me a pause. For
one thing, his lawn is not an easy one to mow. It has lots of obstacles and inclinations. None of that is apparently troublesome to George. He
went on to tell me of several other things he is doing to maintain his yard.
There may be some people thinking about this and wondering, does George know how old he really is; others might be thinking, my goodness
at his age he has no business being on a riding lawnmower; while yet others may wonder why no one is helping him. These are all normal
responses – or so it seems. George knows how old he is but it doesn’t faze him in the least. I also think he actually likes riding that mower;
and, as to someone helping him, well, that is really George’s call if he wants it or not.
Now if you have gotten this far in my little story you may wonder what this is all about. Well, you knew this was coming. Yep – there’s a
lesson here – actually more than one if we look hard enough. And for those who hate doing yard work – well, they probably stopped reading a
couple of paragraphs ago.
One of the first things to learn is that of inspiration. I want to be inspired by what I see others doing when it seems to the contrary. All too
often I have encountered those who allow their circumstances to hold them back. Discouragement is a trick of Satan fueled by fear.
Inspiration is that which fills the soul with courage to press forward. The very meaning of the word is akin to being filled with the Spirit. It
literally means to breathe in.
The Bible says to be “filled the Holy Spirit.” In the Book of Acts, there is the story of Paul and Barnabas on one of their missionary journeys.
Jewish leaders stirred up trouble and expelled them from where they were preaching. It says in response to what happened that they were
“filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” In other words, even in the face of adversity they were inspired – that is filled with the Spirit of God.
What is it that inspires you? Are you discouraged by your circumstances? Are you un-inspired by a lot of things?
Right now many people are becoming discouraged and to be inspired by something is getting rare. I want to find ways of inspiring people and
to help them find courage to exercise their faith and to be a witness of God’s Holy Presence in their life. Is there something that is holding you
back from this inspirational kind of faith? By that I mean to make reference directly to the presence of God’s Holy Spirit in your life. Christians
are the evidence of the Holy Spirit in the world. We are living in a world today that suffers from a lack of Divine Inspiration. As believers, we
can help alleviate that problem. It is our calling to inspire others with faith in a God of forgiveness, love and mercy.
Another lesson from our story about George maintaining his lawn is just that – maintenance. No matter the circumstances, the maintenance
of our faith is vital to our witness. It is interesting to note, if your yard is a mess then it is unlikely that anyone will comment directly to you
about it. For sure, comments will be made to your neighbors, but likely not to you. On the other hand, if you have a nice looking yard that is
well maintained you will receive several comments from your neighbors and friends. George is not letting anything stand in his way from
getting that lawn manicured. Yes, some are thinking he has no business doing such things at his age and so forth; but, he doesn’t care. Faith
is meant to be maintained at all costs. Remember what Paul said in Romans – we are to see ourselves at a “living sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God.” This is what it means to worship God in truth and in spirit as Jesus told the woman at the well. When we are inspired by having
God’s Holy Spirit in our life we will have a deep desire to maintain that relationship with God.
Be inspired and let the world see what it does to your life. You may never know just how much it will in turn inspire others and give them
courage to live today.

1

Paw Paw UMC News

June 2020

Outreach News
As we begin to meet again for worship, I want to take this opportunity to thank our worship team of
Pastor David, Chris Mortimer, Carmon Posada, and Suleyka for providing us with the Face book Live
worship services the past two months. I know it has been a learning curve, but I have been so thankful to
be able to connect in this way with our church family each week. The plan is to continue the livestreaming even as we begin to meet in person again. We have been reaching many new people through
this format.
We would like to schedule greeters each Sunday. Although we won’t be shaking hands right now,
it is important to welcome people to worship, assist with opening doors, and answer questions new folks
may have. Please let Becky know if you are willing to be a greeter by e-mail or a phone call. We
will NOT be having hospitality time right away.
With the advent of spring and summer-like weather, I am reminded of Jesus’ using nature to
remind us not to worry:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than
clothes? Look at the birds, of the air, they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying
can add a single hour to his life?” -Matthew 6:25-27
I pray that we will continue to trust in God to provide what we need and also to help us reach out
to others to assure them that we belong to God.
Diane Grimm, Outreach chairperson
More Outreach News
As many people know, during the first two months of our “lock-down” due to the virus we provided
meals to several people each Monday, Tuesday and Friday. Several people were involved to make this
project possible. The primary cook was Suleyka. One good thing is that she loves to cook. Diane Grimm
and Betty Shafer each cooked a meal. Laurel Sherburn, Sharon Lantz and Lee Johnson provided deserts
each week. Morene and Lyle Huggett helped with deliveries initially and this was taken over by Mike
Conover and Josh Conover.
Several people also made financial contributions to help cover the costs. There were 20 people
that received these meals. I know from various reports that they were well received also. This project
lasted for two months (8 weeks in total). Offers have been made to continue helping where necessary
should someone find it difficult to either have food brought or that person is unable to get out. If you know
of someone who would benefit from receiving a meal from time to time, please contact the church office.
All in all, this was a lot of work but also a lot of fun. Once we got into a routine things went quite
well. Initially, the plan was to do the cooking at the church. While one of the meals was prepared in the
church kitchen, all the rest were cooked at the parsonage. Again, many thanks to all who were involved
in helping make this a successful project.
Grace and Peace
Pastor David

2

Paw Paw UMC News

June 2020

2

Bryan Neterer

3

Austin Tironi

7

Nicole Aldrich

10

Cheryl Reinoehl

11

Robert Lovely

14

Don Mortimer

17

Holly Rohr

18

Kay Bush

19

Becky Bailey
Jared Neterer
Harley Pierce Jr.

8

Grady & Cheryl Reinoehl

10

John & Rita Brennan

11

David & Nadine Aldrich

21

George & Juanita Bolton

29

Jim & Becky Bailey

20

Chuck Rumsey

21

Josh Conover

Confidentiality Statement
If for some reason you would prefer your
name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or
newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture
on our church website, please contact the church
office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank
You
Please call the office if we missed your birthday
or anniversary or if it is incorrect!
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Our doors are open on Sunday
morning for in-person attendance
at worship. This is effective as of
May 31.
We will continue to have the Live
Streaming on Facebook for those
unable to attend.
Please contact the Church Office
or Pastor David if you have any
questions.

Please stop by the bulletin
board and table in the lobby
to see what is going on in
the community. As well as
sign up to be a greeter,
liturgist.

We need your help with the Church
Gardens. Any amount of time you
have to help with weeding and
planting in the church gardens is
greatly appreciated.

June Preaching Calendar

The month of June enters the season of Pentecost.
The messages for the month of June will focus on the Holy Spirit.
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Mon
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Thu
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Fri
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Sat
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8
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10
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12
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15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

26

27
Thrift Shop
AM Shift:
Betty Shafer
Mary Hassing

29

30

10:30 Sunday
Worship

14
10:30 Sunday
Worship

21
10:30 Sunday
Worship

28
10:30 Sunday
Worship

5

25
6:30 Finance/Ad
Council
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Date

Liturgist

Greeters

Nursery

6/7

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
Up

Communion

6/14

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

6/21

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign
Up

6/28

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
Up

7/5
Communion

Bronson Commons:
Kay Bush
23332 Red Arrow Highway
Mattawan, MI 49071

Please Sign
Up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
Up

Maple Lake Assisted Living
Jean Dahms
677 Hazen St. Rm. #16
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Those at Home:
Jackie Ploof
38347 CR 374
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Charles & Leah Moses
413 W. St. Joseph
Lawrence, MI 49064

Please Remember
these friends with a
card or visit

Beverly & Jerry Reshman
132 North Street
Paw Paw, MI 49079
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Ave.
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Please Join us on Sundays:

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Avenue
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Phone: (269) 657-7727 Fax: (269) 657-7728
E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.pawpawumc.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Small (269)303-8062
Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada
Director of Music: Christine Mortimer
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