Paw Paw UMC News

August 2020

Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
PEACE, PEACE!! – IT IS A LIE!
The violence continues across the nation. Little is being done about it at the local level and the federal willingness to help is being denied by
local leaders (so-called). Someone recently remarked that politicalizing everything was getting tiresome. I agree. Talking about the
violence and stating the truth about it is in no way political. It is just truth. The sad reality is that little of the truth is getting out these days.
It seems everybody has an agenda.
The current agenda includes calling all this violence “peaceful.” Therein lies the issue. The Prophet Jeremiah lived during a time of great
violence for his people and his nation. He saw what was happening and called out those who would not tell the truth.
Jeremiah 6:14 reads: “They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. 'Peace, peace,' they say, when there is no peace.”
While there may be (just maybe) some peaceful protests happening – somewhere – they are not evident. What is evident is the violence.
When police get involved in their feeble attempt to control the violence, the news medias call them racist and say that they are the ones who
are violent.
We live in a crazy, mixed up world today. What is violent is called peace; what is an attempt to bring peace is called violent; what is natural
is called un-natural; what is one thing is called another. What are Christians supposed to be doing about all of this?
Naturally, I have some suggestions and, yes, these are grounded in the Word of God. (I think I just lost half my readership as few these days
seem to care about God’s Word. Oh well, I press on.) BTW – a touch of cynicism is always a healthy thing.
1.

2.

3.

Remain calm – Once the disciples were very troubled as they were out on the sea and a great storm suddenly came up. (Mark 4:3940) They thought they might die. Jesus was in the boat with them asleep. When they awakened him he simply commanded that the
storm be calmed and it was. The disciples were amazed.
a. What was their “Ace in the hole”? – So to speak. It was Jesus.
b. When we find ourselves in the midst of a storm, we will find a calm if indeed Jesus is with us. Simple fact.
c. You have either invited Him to walk with you or you haven’t. Another simple fact.
Do Not Remain Silent – The Apostle Paul said very succinctly in Ephesians 5:11 “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of
darkness, but rather expose them.” He goes on to say that it is time to “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine
on you.” Paul got that from the Prophet Isaiah Chapter 60 (a good chapter to read right now.)
a. It is time to call a spade a spade – the violence that the world is experiencing is the work of the devil – period! There are
those who want to say that we are having a moment in time to make right all the racial violence that has occurred.
b. The violence has nothing to do with racial violence; although that is the excuse being used to perpetrate all the violence.
Remember that God still cares about your earthly life – The Apostle Peter told his readers to “Cast all your anxiety on him because
he cares for you.” (I Peter 5:7)
a. It is easy to lose sight of this Biblical truth. But, with perseverance, we can recall, as we must, each day that God has not
forgotten our personal needs.
b. As God’s child, I must continue to pray and to remain faithful to what I have learned about God.
Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the
wilderness, where your ancestors tested and tried me.

This was a warning written by the author of the New Testament Book called Hebrews (3:7).
It behooves us to consider that we are in a time of testing. God’s message is for us to persevere and to not become calloused to what is
happening and think that God has either lost control or that He just doesn’t care.
As I mentioned earlier, many today have an agenda in how they talk about the violence and all that is happening. Well, I, too, have an
agenda. My agenda is hopefully clear – it is to prepare those willing to listen to the message of hope and to prepare us for what is about to
happen. It is time for revival. Pray for revival. Pray that God will raise up leaders who will consider first what God is saying and who will
proclaim the truth.
As always, I remain at your service. Please call and let us consider together how to best respond to the darkness of our sinful world. (269808-1167)
Grace and Peace
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Women’s Fellowship Group
The annual summer picnic is being cancelled due to the COVID – 19 Virus
pandemic. The health of our members requires social distancing and caution where
food is being served. We will still be collecting school supplies for the VBCCMH
Children’s Services.
The present economic hardships make it more important than ever to provide
support to these children at risk. Starting July 17 we will be collecting school
supplies here at the church. A box will be in the lobby for your donations. All kinds
of school supplies including backpacks are needed. Watch garage sales, resale
shops, etc. for backpacks. This year it is requested that each child have their own
water bottle. These can be found in the “Dollar Stores”.
If you are unable to shop we will accept monetary donations as well. Please make
the checks out to Sharon Lantz and write Children’s Services on the memo line.

CROP Walk Donations
With the Pandemic, we had to postpone our Crop Walk. It has not been decided yet
if we will do this later in the year or not. We thank you for all the support and
participation in the past.
In the past we have collected non- perishable food to distribute to area food
pantries. I would like to ask you to think about dropping off food at the Church,
Monday - Thursday, 9 to 12am, or, Sunday’s before or after Worship. Mary Hartwell
and Laurel Sherburn will see to it that it is distributed to the area pantries. We will
be collecting donations until October, the donations will be delivered to area
pantries monthly.
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1

Jacquelyn Lovely

2

Rondy Carpenter

8

Megan Danielson

13

Sydney Sturgis
David Aldrich

14

Nick Anglin

15

Betty Shafer

18

Wilma Chiddister
Mark Whitcomb

4

Jim & Dee Allen

17

Don & Chris Mortimer

21

Doug & Sandy Lombard

20

Brenda Lantz

21

Juanita Bolton

22

Samuel Pierce

23

Emily Rumsey

29

Cindy Carpenter

30

Tricia Rumsey

Confidentiality Statement
If for some reason you would prefer your
name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or
newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture
on our church website, please contact the church
office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank
You

Please call the office if we missed your birthday
or anniversary or if it is incorrect!
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We need your help with the Church
Gardens. Any amount of time you
have to help with weeding and
planting in the church gardens is
greatly appreciated.

August Preaching Calendar
Overall Theme: From Hebrews 10:19 – We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place
by the blood of Jesus; therefore, let us draw near to God.
August 2- Communion
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

God Has Spoken
Hebrews 1:1-4
Luke 1:67-79
We choose to listen to God or the World

August 9
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

More Reasons to Listen to God
Hebrews 3:12-19; 4:1-7
Luke 3:1-6
As believers we must understand salvation

August 16
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Our Time of Need
Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Luke 4:1-13
As believers learning truth is our objective in faith

August 23
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

Confident Living
Hebrews 10:19-25, 32-36
Luke 20:1-8
True believers live with a strong sense of confidence

August 30
Sermon Title:
Scriptures:
Theme:

What Are You Looking At?
Hebrews 12:1-9
Luke 24:13-27
How do Christians endure hardships?
4

Paw Paw UMC News

Sun

5

August 2020

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

6

7

8

9

10

11

13
7:00 Trustee’s

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

10:30 Sunday
Worship

12
10:30 Sunday
Worship

19

6:30 Finance/Ad
Council

10:30 Sunday
Worship

26
10:30 Sunday
Worship

5

25
Thrift Shop
AM Shift:
Diane Grimm
Betty Shafer
Laurel Sherburn
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Date

Liturgist

Greeters

Nursery

8/2

Please Sign
Up

Wealthy Willsea

Please Sign
Up

Communion

8/9

Please Sign
Up

8/16

Please Sign
Up

8/23

Please Sign
Up

8/30

Please Sign
Up

Bronson Commons:
Kay Bush
23332 Red Arrow Highway
Mattawan, MI 49071

Bob & Sandy
Graham

Wealthy Willsea
Please Sign Up

Please Sign Up

Please Sign
Up
Please Sign
Up
Please Sign
Up
Please Sign
Up

Maple Lake Assisted Living
Jean Dahms
677 Hazen St. Rm. #16
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Those at Home:
Jackie Ploof
38347 CR 374
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Charles & Leah Moses
413 W. St. Joseph
Lawrence, MI 49064

Please Remember
these friends with a
card or visit

Beverly & Jerry Reshman
132 North Street
Paw Paw, MI 49079
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Ave.
Paw Paw, MI 49079

Please Join us on Sundays:

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.

Paw Paw United Methodist Church
420 W. Michigan Avenue
Paw Paw, MI 49079
Phone: (269) 657-7727 Fax: (269) 657-7728
E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.pawpawumc.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167
Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada
Director of Music: Christine Mortimer
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