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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
   

Is it time for a change? 

October is the month in Michigan when things change – especially the weather.  The view changes as trees change 

color.  Flowers no longer dominate the landscapes.  And, soon we will likely see that white stuff floating down from 

the heavens.  For those who practice the “closet switch” many will be storing the short sleeves and rehanging the 

long sleeves.  Yes, things are changing.   

 

It is more than weather that is changing.  Our world in general has already changed.  How you lived just one year 

ago is no longer how you are living today.  And, how our worshiping family has been living out the faith is no longer 

the way it has been in years past.  With our Live Streaming, we experience worship of God in different ways.  It has 

become increasingly difficult to feel connected to others of the faith.  This kind of change has consequences; and, it 

is our challenge to deal with these consequences. 

 

Our Administrative Council at Paw Paw United Methodist Church has taken into account the importance of 

remaining connected.  We are attempting to stay connected as much as possible.  Phone calls are being made, 

letters are being written, a program of providing meals initially in the Spring was provided and providing ways to 

access worship remotely have been established  As noted above, we instituted the Live Streaming for worship and 

this has been an important step in reaching out to people with the Gospel Message.  There are people who are 

experiencing worship with us who have never before been in attendance at a time of worship.  This is indeed good 

news.  But, we also realize that we must do more.  Never before has there been such clarity as to the direction of the 

world than there is now. 

 

Students of the Bible have proclaimed for many centuries that such a time would come.  We are seeing people who 

have compromised their commitment to Christ and several are simply turning away from God.  We know that many 

people will be deceived as to what the message of the Gospel really is all about.  At the same time, there are others 

who are renewing their commitment.  Already in some areas of the world, revivals are beginning.  Of all the changes 

that the world is experiencing, that change is the most welcome – at least from my perspective and I could hope for 

yours also.  We need revival.  Our church family needs revival.  The issue here is how we view this need. 

 

The tendency is to develop a “survival mentality.”  This can be deadly.  Christ has not called us to just survive but to 

live in the freedom of the Gospel Message.  Jesus came to give us an abundant life.  That life is not found in the fear 

that we currently are living under.  People have learned – and quickly I might add – to be afraid of one another.  We 

are learning to avoid people.  We are learning to demand that a government solve all our problems.  Such is NOT 

the life of a committed Christian.  Our life is to reflect the Fruits of the Spirit – Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, 

Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control.  We are reminded that there are no laws to govern such living.  

This is how anyone who has the Spirit of Christ will be living.  This is the kind of change that the world will say that it 

is bringing about but we know that is not true. 

 

The world will continue to change and to reflect the sinfulness of humanity.  We have a choice – to allow the world to 

be our change agent or to allow Jesus Christ to be our change agent.  What choice have you made and are you 

committed to that choice? 
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Idaho police arrest 3 Christians singing hymns 
during outdoor worship event 

By Anugrah Kumar, Christian Post Contributor 

 

Police in Moscow City, Idaho, arrested three Christians and cited two others for 
participating in a “Psalm sing” outdoor worship service organized by a church earlier 
this week.  

Gabriel Rench, a church deacon and Republican candidate for a Latah County 
commissioner seat in the November election, was one of the three who were arrested 
for participating in the worship event organized by Christ Church, according to Moscow-
Pullman Daily News. 

Moscow Police Chief James Fry was quoted as saying that none of the five cited were 
wearing masks or social distancing, and the arrests were made for suspicion of 
resisting or obstructing an officer. Between 150 and 200 people attended the event. 

According to the city’s Amended Public Health Emergency Order, attendees at any 
public gathering must maintain a 6-foot physical distance or cover their faces with a 
mask.  

Ben Zornes, a pastor at the church who organized the event, was quoted as saying that 
the church hosts Psalm or hymn events about once a month and that the Psalm sing 
held at the city hall parking lot was also to show that residents wanted normalcy back. 

Zornes called the ongoing COVID-19 lockdown restrictions “largely groundless." 

On Thursday, the church wrote on its Facebook page: “Yesterday Christ Church 
sponsored a flash psalm sing at city hall. We were going to appear there at quarter to 
five, sing three psalms or hymns, then the doxology, and then out. The songs were 
Psalm 20, Psalm 124, and Amazing Grace. When we arrived, the police were waiting 
for us. One of them informed me that people either had to social distance or wear a 
mask or otherwise face a citation.” 

Douglas Wilson, who wrote the post, added: “I told him that I would inform everyone of 
that, which I did. I said a brief prayer, and we began to sing. Over the following fifteen 
minutes of singing, three of our people were arrested, and two others were cited.” 

 

 

https://www.christianpost.com/by/anugrah-kumar
https://dnews.com/three-people-including-candidate-rench-arrested-at-church-event-in-moscow/article_9b11069e-fe00-11ea-b457-e7fe1a57e07c.html
https://dnews.com/three-people-including-candidate-rench-arrested-at-church-event-in-moscow/article_9b11069e-fe00-11ea-b457-e7fe1a57e07c.html
https://www.facebook.com/ChristKirk
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New Retaining Walls 

Boy Scout Projects 

New Roof On Parsonage 
New Shed at Parsonage  

New Floor in the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen 

 



Paw Paw UMC News  October 2020 

4 
 

  
Outreach News-“Checking In” 

 

The global pandemic has impacted all our lives in so many ways this past 6 months.  As I 

reflect on all the change and uncertainty we all have faced, the one constant I can depend on 

is my faith in God and my belief that God is still in control of the universe.  As Christians, 

and a church family, we are all connected by our faith.  Yet, in many ways we can feel alone 

and isolated at times, yearning for the physical connection to each other that we lack right 

now.  My hope and prayer is that as a member or friend of PPUMC, you will reach out to 

others in whatever way works for you.  We can still connect by phone, e-mail, text message, 

and social media.  The church building is open for those that wish to attend worship each 

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We have made many modifications in the way we are worshipping such 

as social distancing, wearing masks, and not having our hospitality time.  We also continue to 

offer the worship via Face book Live. 

Our member/constituent list has been updated this summer.  If you would like a copy, 

please contact Becky at the church office and she will get one to you.   

If you are in need of a Pastoral visit, counseling, or have a financial need, please let the 

church office, or Pastor David know.  We have some funds available to help with short-term 

needs.  I want to close with the words to a hymn that we sang often in September: 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord, 

Bind us together in love.  (Words by Bob Gillman-Colossians 3:14) 

 

Diane Grimm, Outreach chairperson 
 

 

SPRC – ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE 
 

 
The staff parish relations committee is required by the District Superintendent to 

present an annual Pastor evaluation at the fall charge conference.  All congregants 
are invited to submit comments to any member of the SPRC prior to October 6th.  

The members of the SPRC include Morene Huggett, Mary Hassing, Sierra Dooley, 
Carol Pearce and Brian Rumsey. 
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your 

name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or 

newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture 

on our church website, please contact the church 

office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank 

You 
Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  

 4  Nadine Aldrich 

 7 Marilyn Keenan  

 14 David Huss 

 17 Laurel Sherburn 

 23 Eric Lantz 

 George Bolton 

 24 Holly Neterer 

 25 Judy VanBrussel 

 30 Grady Reinoehl 
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October Preaching Calendar 

 

We are continuing the theme Called Into Fellowship in October. 

This is taken from I Corinthians 1:9 

God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. 

 

Each Sunday we will be focusing on messages from I & II Corinthians. 

I urge you to read through these two letters written by the Apostle Paul. 

 

Please join me in prayer that God will give guidance in proclaiming clear messages of the 

Good News of the Risen Christ. 
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

        1  2  3 

             

4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

             

11  12  13  14  15  16  17 

             

18  19  20  21  22  23  24 

             

25  26  27  28  29  30  31 

             

             

 

  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

Diane Grimm 

Carla Hazard 

  

6:30 Finance/Ad 

Council 

7:00 Trustee’s 

7:00 SPRC 
10:00 Finance  

Sub- Committee 
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Bronson Commons:     

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
  

Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

3600 E. Bristol St.  

Apt. 237  

Elkhart IN, 46514 
  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

  

Date  Liturgist Greeters Nursery 

10/4 

Communion 

Please Sign 

Up 
Please Sign Up 

Please Sign 

Up 

10/11  

Please Sign 

Up 
Please Sign Up 

Please Sign 

Up 

10/18 
Please Sign 

Up 

 

Please Sign Up 

Please Sign 

Up 

10/25 
Please Sign 

Up 

 

Wealthy Willsea 

Please Sign 

Up 

11/1 
Please Sign 

Up 
Please Sign Up 

Please Sign 

Up 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  

  


