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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
 

The Call for the Coming Year 
In December I made a commitment to fast and pray each Wednesday for two months.  My prayers would first be directed toward 
the healing of our nation.  For several months I have referenced II Chronicles 7:14. 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

In part, I believe this is a scripture that does reference the nation of Israel and clearly I am using it to point out the need of our 
own nation to seek this same promised healing.  However, if we consider that Israel represents in the Old Testament God’s 
People, then we can easily make the shift to understand that this scripture refers still to God’s People in general who are now 
referred to as the Church. 
 
There is no doubt that the Church today is in need of God’s healing; but it requires our repentance.  The Church in general is 
taking a turn away from God in so many ways.  Thinking in this same vein I want to point out the need of our own denomination 
and the call for repentance.  Our denomination – the United Methodist Church (UMC) – is poised for a split and those who are 
paying attention are keenly aware of this.  It is time for everyone who has made a commitment to Christ and who has thereby 
taken a vow to support the ministries of the UMC to open their eyes and consider the direction of our denomination. 
 
I have been a part of this church denomination all my life.  It is true that I have had numerous opportunities to worship in other 
types of gatherings.  It is, however, to the UMC that I took a vow to support its ministries.  It obviously was in the UMC that I 
sought ordination as a clergy.  Prior to this I had held just about every other possible office that a lay person could hold – 
trustee, Administrative Council Chair, SS Teacher, Certified Lay Speaker and the list goes on.  It became clear to me over the 
years that I was in complete agreement with the Theological precepts of the UMC as first taught by John Wesley.  The long and 
short of that is that Christ died for all and that He calls us to repentance.  We are justified by faith and not by works.  We are to 
seek sanctification through the baptism of the Holy Spirit and go on to perfection according to the teachings of the Bible.  With 
all of this I am in agreement. 
 
What I am not in agreement with is the effort to have a church denomination that reflects the popular cultural and societal norms 
of the day.  And, it is my opinion that this is the direction of our denomination at the present time.  We have many who call for 
disciplines that do not reflect Biblical principles.  I am aware of the focus on sexual orientation as the primary issue and how it 
relates to statements in our Book of Discipline.  This compilation by the UMC of rules and regulations was meant originally to 
reflect an understanding and teaching of Holy Scripture.  Never was it meant to have a higher authority than Scripture.  One 
very important axiom in Biblical Studies is that the New Testament provides many interpretations of Old Testament scriptures.  
These are meant to be inviolate.  This also provides a principle for understanding limits of Biblical Interpretation.  My fear is that 
we are seeking to go beyond these limits. 
 
The real issue is the ignorance of Scripture by most of the laity in the UMC.  I would submit that John Wesley never intended for 
the clergy to be the final word on Scriptural Interpretation.  He believed that laity were the primary carriers of scriptural evidence 
in how we lived day to day.  This was (and is) to come out of our commitment to Christ as Lord and Savior. 
If clergy have a primary responsibility, it is to call people to repentance and to lead them to Christ; and, we are to teach the 
value of knowing the Scriptures – God’s Word.  It is the Holy Spirit who will bring clarity of truth and unity in the Body of Christ.  
This cannot be artificially produced.   
The Apostle John wrote these words: 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. 

 
My friends, are you “testing the spirits?”  One of the “false” prophecies that is going out from many within our denomination is 
that we are closed to accepting people based on either a sexual orientation or perhaps a racial difference.  Nothing could be 
further from the truth.  The true Spirit of Christ that is to reflect our ministries is that the Gospel is open to all people regardless 
of any issue.  What we are trying to do is to eliminate the call for repentance.  Without it there will be no healing of a nation, nor 
of a church denomination.  I am calling for repentance for our nation that we might find healing.  I am calling for repentance of 
our church denomination that we might find healing.  It is time for us to speak up and call for a return to Biblical Principles in how 
we run our denomination. 
Will you stand with me in this endeavor? 
As always, I want to hear from you concerning what I have written.  Call or write me – 269-808-1167 – 

desmall62@gmail.com.  
 

 

  

  

mailto:desmall62@gmail.com
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ISLAMIC EXTREMISTS KILL 30 CHRISTIANS, RAPE MULTIPLE 

WOMEN IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO. 

By Leah MarieAnn Klett, Christian Post Reporter 

 

Jihadi terrorists killed at least 30 Christians, raped 10 young women and girls, and abducted 

several others from churches in a string of attacks on villages in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. 

According to the Barnabas Fund, the Allied Democratic Forces, an organization that aligns 

itself with the Islamic State terrorist group, raided five villages in North Kivu province, 

northeastern DRC, between Nov. 20 and Dec. 3. 

Jihadis armed with guns, machetes, clubs, swords and axes reportedly surrounded churches 

in each of the five villages. Local authorities confirmed reports that the terrorists targeted 

Christians, killing those who refused to convert to Islam. 

At least 15 people were abducted from two churches, while 14 other Christians were 

transported to a hospital and reported as being in critical condition and suffering from severe 

injuries. 

One Christian survivor witnessed the murder of his wife and three children as he hid in a 

bathroom. In another village, a pastor lost all five members of his family who were 

slaughtered after they refused to convert to Islam.  

“They also tried to force my wife and our four children to convert to Islam, but when they 

refused to convert, they shot my wife in the head while our four children were cut into pieces 

with a sword,” the pastor said. 

Led by Musa Baluku, the ADF has become the DRC’s most active and violent terrorist group 

over the past two years. The group is known for committing crimes such as murder, rape, 

and abduction of women and children, as well as slavery and indoctrination. 

Attacks against Christians in the DRC have increased since October 2019, when the 

Congolese Army launched an operation against the ADF’s leaders and bases in the jungle 

around the city of Beni. 
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Outreach News 

 

With God’s help, we made it to 2021!  Many prayers for all the families affected by the 

pandemic (which includes all of us).  However, many families were hit worse than others due 

to contracting the virus, losing a loved one, having family members that were ill; loosing 

employment due to the economic impact…the list is long.  Through it all, God is faithful to 

his followers, providing a sense of calm and comfort during turbulent times.  One positive 

impact for me has been spending more time in quiet activities such as reading, Bible study, 

making jigsaw puzzles, knitting, and sewing.  Yes, I definitely have missed my social 

activities and the choirs that are such a big part of my life, but God is good all the time and 

has blessed me abundantly through this past year.   

 

Our church definitely had to adapt the focus of our ministry and outreach this past year.  

Worship began to stream on the Internet through Face book Live.  We offered a daily 

meal to folks who couldn’t get out when the restaurants were closed last spring.  We also 

began a new outreach project in November that we named   “Connect & Care”.  The project 

launched in December.  We purchased cloth bags from a local business and solicited 

donations from our congregation towards items for Connect & Care bags. Volunteers called 

folks, shopped for items, baked cookies, and met to assemble the 1st bags on December 13th 

after worship.  Last week, 18 bags were delivered to a total of 23 individuals! 

 The response so far has been very positive.  The committee plans is to continue providing 

the bags into the first quarter of 2021.   

 

The theme for January will be Snowmen, snow, and enjoying the comforts of warm blankets 

and hot beverages on a winter day.  If you know of someone in our community that would 

like to receive a bag, please contact the church office with the person’s name and contact 

information.  There is a basket in the church lobby for any donations towards this project. 

 

Blessings for the New Year 2021! 

Diane Grimm, Outreach chairperson 
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your 

name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or 

newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture 

on our church website, please contact the church 

office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank 

You 
Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  

14 Beverly Reshman  

 18 Lyle Huggett 

 22 Bill Stembaugh 

 23 Rodney Sturgis 

 25 Christopher Aldrich 

 28 Claudia Willsea 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  

  

 2 Dave & Holly Lovely 
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January Preaching Calendar 

 

January 3 

Sermon Title: The Call for Repentance     

Scriptures:  Jeremiah 31:7-14  Ephesians 1:3-10 John 1:10-18 

Theme:  Repentance leads to healing – both corporate and personal.  

 
January 10 
Sermon Title: Baptism of the Holy Spirit  
Scriptures:  Genesis 1:1-5  Mark 1:4-11   
Theme:  We are taught to seek a Second Work of Grace through faith.  
  
January 17 
Sermon Title: Glorifying God 
Scriptures:  I Corinthians 6:12-20 John 1:43-51  
Theme:  Living for God is a choice we make based on our commitment to faith  
 
January 24 
Sermon Title: How to Follow Jesus  
Scriptures:  Jonah 3:1-5,10 I Corinthians 7:29-31 Mark 1:14-20 
Theme:  It is vital to know the reasons for wanting to follow the teachings of Jesus.  
 
January 31 
Sermon Title: Spoken In God’s Name 
Scriptures:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 Mark 1:21-28 
Theme:  Jesus fulfilled a promise to bring an authoritative voice to obeying God’s Word.  
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

          1  2 

             

3  4  5  6  7  8  9 

             

10  11  12  13  14  15  16 

             

17  18  19  20  21  22  23 

             

24  25  26  27  28  29                 30 

             

31             

 

  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

6:30 Finance/Ad 

Council 

7:00 Trustee’s 

6:30 Death Cafe 
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Bronson Commons:     

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
  

Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

3600 E. Bristol St.  

Apt. 237  

Elkhart IN, 46514 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 
  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
  

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  

 Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Grady & Cheryl Reinoehl 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

 

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 

300 White Oaks Rd.  

Lawton, MI 49065 

 

Fred Snell  

300 White Oaks Rd.  

Room 48 

Lawton, MI 49065 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  

  


