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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
 

An Attitude of Gratitude 
There are many things for which we can be thankful.  It is an attitude that Christians are to maintain.  The Apostle Paul tells us 
about this important Biblical principle –  
(I Thessalonians 5:18) – Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  This has always been 
the hope for all believers in God the Creator as we see from long ago.  (I Chronicles 16:34) – Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.  There are so many verses teaching that giving thanks is so important for 
believers that we would not have space here to deal with them all.  Suffice it to say, maintaining gratitude in our hearts is the 
result of knowing Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 
If I told you that Paul’s use of the phrase ‘in all circumstances’ was easy to accept, I would not be completely honest.  There 
are some circumstances of life for which one may find it difficult to maintain an attitude of gratitude.  For all the things in 
which I give thanks there remain some things for which I do not give thanks.  On the surface it appears to be a dilemma.  How 
can I be thankful when some tragedy has occurred?  How can I maintain this thankful attitude when I see things that are in 
complete opposition to my faith?  And, how is it possible to maintain gratitude in my heart given what we have experienced 
over the last year and realizing that it will continue for an indefinite period? 
 
There are no easy answers here; but, there are answers.  There is an old fable about a father who taught his sons the meaning 
of unity as well as problem solving.  It goes like this: 
An old man on the point of death summoned his sons around him to give them some parting advice. He ordered his servants to 

bring in a [bundle] of sticks [tied together], and said to his eldest son: “Break it.” The son strained and strained, but with all 

his efforts was unable to break the Bundle. The other sons also tried, but none of them was successful. “Untie the [bundle],” 

said the father, “and each of you take a stick.” When they had done so, he called out to them: “Now, break,” and each stick was 

easily broken. “You see my meaning,” said their father. 

Union gives strength. 

We may add to this and suggest that the sons also learned that problem solving is best done when we ‘untie’ the bundle and 
deal with one stick (problem) at a time.  The father in the fable wanted his sons to be united as one after he died – perhaps 
believing that it was his presence that kept them working together but also believing that there could be difficulty after his 
passing.  All of this is logical given what we all know about human nature. 
 
Jesus understood this clearly when he taught his disciples the importance of coming together as one body of believers.  The 
disciples fell apart when Jesus was taken from them; but, they found their way back together through the Spirit of Christ.  We 
are bound together through the presence and power of God’s Holy Spirit.  The Apostle Paul wrote the letter to Philippians 
while sitting in a dungeon chained to the wall.  It was not a situation in which one is likely to be thankful.  But, listen to what 
Paul wrote at the beginning of this letter: 
“for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for 

my deliverance.” 
Paul was rejoicing because he knew that he was not alone in his struggle.  He relied on the prayers of other believers and their 
connection to him through the “Spirit of Jesus Christ” – which is another way of saying the “Holy Spirit” – they are one and the 
same. 
 
My friends we either have the Spirit of Christ or we don’t.  If we do then we can face any circumstance confronting us with 
that attitude of gratitude because we know we are not alone.  We belong to one another through Christ.  I can think of no 
other reasoning for encouraging all who have the freedom and ability to gather together for worship where we find 
encouragement and that strength of Spirit necessary to meet the problems of the world head on.   
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CHRISTIANITY IS UNDER ATTACK 
The Heritage Party - https://heritageparty.org/christianity-is-under-attack/ 

 

The Jews suffered immense religious persecution in the Second World War. Now it is the turn of the Christians. 

 

Currently, Christians are the most persecuted religious group in the world, but the mainstream media (MSM) seems, 

largely, to ignore that fact. After the mosque massacre in Christchurch, New Zealand, when a white supremacist 

slaughtered 50 worshippers, they totally ignored the attacks on Christian churches in Nigeria, where hundreds of 

worshippers were burned alive by Islamists in the very same week. There were no prayers or candles or global 

outpouring of grief for them. 

 

In 2019 alone, there were 9 thousand attacks on Christian churches and buildings in 51 countries. 

More than 5,500 of those attacks occurred in China. 

In 2019 the following attacks were recorded: 

2,983 Christians were killed for their faith 
8,537 Christians were raped or sexually harassed for their faith 
9,488 Churches or Christian buildings were attacked 
3,711 Christians were unjustly arrested or imprisoned 
1,052 Christians were abducted for faith-related reasons 
3,315 Christian homes were attacked, burned or destroyed 
 
Dozens of nations, almost all of them Islamic states, are pressing the UN to adopt a plan to 
criminalize Christianity throughout the world. This discrimination is disguised, ironically, in a 
resolution called ‘Combating Defamation of Religions.’ This plan to criminalize Christianity has 
been submitted repeatedly since 1999, starting as a plan to ban defamation of Islam. Behind the 
plan is the Organization of the Islamic Conference, now known as the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, which has adopted the Cairo Declaration of Human Rights in Islam, which states that 
“all rights are subject to sharia law, and makes sharia law the only source of reference for human 
rights.” The irony is lost on them.  
 
Worryingly, 53 UN members voted to adopt the resolution earlier this year, with opposition from 
the United States and the European Union. How long will it be before it is passed? The American 
Centre for Law & Justice said in its promotion of its petition. “This is very important to 
understand. This radical proposal would outlaw Christianity … it would make the 
proclamation of your faith an international crime.” 
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Outreach News  

 

 The Outreach committee met on January 17 to pack Care & Connect bags.  God is 

providing generously for this project as many of you have donated items or money to 

purchase items for the bags.  Our local Girl Scout troops made beautiful cards that we 

included in the bags.  A local woman donated beautiful crocheted snowflakes to brighten up 

the rooms of our recipients.  Laurel Sherburn donated kitchen towels with crocheted hangers.  

Laurel and Pastor David baked delicious cookies.  A big Thank You to everyone that has 

blessed this project! 

 Our February bags will be packed on Valentine’s Day (February 14th).    Our 

theme for this month is God’s love for each of us and our love for one another. 

   

*We would love to bless more people with a bag.  Please contact the church office if you 

or someone you know would like to receive a bag.  These bags are one way we can share 

God’s love with folks in our church family and community.  

 

 I want to welcome Carla Hazard and Nicole Bonarski to our Saturday Partners 

volunteer group at the Lakeview Foundation Community Thrift Store. 

Carla will be cashiering and Nicole will be an assistant cashier.  Please stop by on the 4th 

Saturday morning each month to say “hi” to our volunteers!  This is another way that Paw 

Paw UMC can be a witness for Christ in our community.  (We also help the church 

financially through this project.)    

If you are interested in volunteering with either of these projects, please let me know! 

 

Diane Grimm, Outreach chairperson 

E-mail:  dm.grimm54@gmail.com    

Ph. 269-808-0685                    
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your 

name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or 

newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture 

on our church website, please contact the church 

office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank 

You 
Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  

 9 Dr. David Millard 

 10 Elaine Poole 

 16 Collin Rumsey 

 18 Sue Danielson 

 20 Allison Whitcomb 

 Jessica Heminger   

 22 John Brennan  

 25 Josef Dickman 

 Jennifer Sturgis 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  
  

1 Morene & Lyle Huggett 

 22 Bill & Doris Stembaugh 

 24 Mark & Rebekah Whitcomb 
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February Preaching Calendar 

 

February 7 

Sermon Title: Words are Important     

Scriptures:  Joshua 8:30-35 Psalm 33:20-22 Colossians 1:21-23       Matthew 12:33-37 

Theme:  In our World today, words are telling a story from government to religion.   

 
February 14 
Sermon Title: What do you See in Jesus?  
Scriptures:  Joshua 22:21-28,34  Luke 23:44-49   
Theme:  How we see Jesus tells the story of our heart.  
  
February 21 
Sermon Title: Will We Ever Learn 
Scriptures:  Judges 3:7-11 Luke 14:15-24  
Theme: God’s people have a history of unfaithfulness; as Christians faith means learning 

faithfulness to God.   
 
February 28 
Sermon Title: False Worship and True Worship  
Scriptures:  Judges 17:1-6 John 4:19-26  
Theme:  Delusion was a sin in ancient Israel and it is a sin of the Church today.  
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1  2  3  4  5  6 

             

7  8    10  11  12  13 

             

14  15  16  17  18  19  20 

             

21  22  23  24  25  26  27 

             

28                            

             

             

 

  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

6:30 Finance/Ad 

Council 

7:00 Trustee’s 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 
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Bronson Commons:     

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
  

Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

3600 E. Bristol St.  

Apt. 237  

Elkhart IN, 46514 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 
  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
 
  

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  

 Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Grady & Cheryl Reinoehl 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

 

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 

300 White Oaks Rd.  

Lawton, MI 49065 

 

Fred Snell  

300 White Oaks Rd.  

Room 48 

Lawton, MI 49065 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada & Jeremy Simpson 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  

  


