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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
 

Frustration verses Faith 

“Frustrate” – literally the state of being in vain; unsuccessful; unable to accomplish a goal.  Is that a word you have used to 

describe some endeavor you may have attempted in the past?  Or, perhaps it aptly describes a feeling you currently have.  

There is little doubt that across the country many people are frustrated with the consequences of the virus that came out of 

China.  It has brought untold misery to many people.  The reasons are legion as to how people have been frustrated due to this 

virus.  I venture to say that one of the most likely frustrations has resulted from all the shut-downs.  Part of the feeling of 

frustration comes from a feeling of helplessness – what can I do to avoid this?  The answer appears to be “nothing.”  Yes, we 

obey all the mandates as they are meted out from month to month; but, still we ask – what can I do to lighten the burden? 

 

Is it at this point I am supposed to quote from Matthew 11:28? “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you rest.”  Clearly, it seems to be well appointed for this time.  I won’t bore you with all the hermeneutics surrounding 

this verse; but suffice it to say, that in my opinion, I doubt if this verse will provide much comfort in our current crisis.  If it did, 

I believe we would see a much greater concern being expressed for why our gatherings for worship are being shut down or 

avoided by most people where there are gatherings still happening.  And, I am not talking just about our own worship in Paw 

Paw but everywhere.  At least in our State of Michigan, churches are allowed to be open for worship but the restrictions (not 

to mention the fear factor) keep many away even if the doors are open.  In California, for example, the recently updated 

mandate appears to be designed to do one thing only – in my opinion – and that is to discourage the practice of worship.  If 

safety were the issue, science would prevail. 

 

So, if you have hung in there reading to this point you have realized that I am expressing my own FRUSTRATION about the 

consequences of what is happening to our practice of worship – the one thing that God’s people are to make a point of doing 

and doing in a corporate manner.  If there is one great consequence that could come out of a sustained regular practice of 

worship, it would be to provide comfort and encouragement to one another during this time of crisis and frustration – would it 

not?  We need one another now more than ever.  I realize that for some there are reasons beyond the pandemic for why 

someone does not attend regular worship; but those were situations that existed prior to a year ago when all this started.  I 

am talking about those who gathered for worship on some kind of regularity – even if it was once a month!  The place of 

worship and the activity of worship is safer than Walmart, the doctor’s office, the mall or just about any other place you might 

want to consider – not to mention those fortunate to have a place to go for work.   

 

There are always bright spots where darkness seems to abound and one of those for worship is the tremendous response we 

have had to our Live Streaming.  There is little doubt that this crisis pushed us to do something that we clearly needed to be 

doing long before COVID hit.  For those who are unable to physically make it to a gathering for worship, this provides one way 

of staying connected and that is an objective we uphold.  That said, there is an even greater blessing in gathering with others 

to worship our awesome God and to be able to look at someone you care about as a member of the Body of Christ and offer 

your words of encouragement. 

 

All I ask is that we pray continually for our faith to overcome our frustrations – whatever they may be. (Isaiah 41:10 – please 

read this verse) 
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  Thank You 

Here are a few Thank You notes we have received for the Care & Connect Bags. 

  

 

Thank you for all your 

prayers and thinking about 

me, and just caring too. It 

was nice to see all the nice 

gifts in my bag.  I’m having 

tea and looking at my new 

devotion book.  I just know 

how to say Thanks! 

Jean Dahms 



Paw Paw UMC News  March  2021 

3 
 

 

 

  

 

Christianity is the world’s most oppressed religion, and that 

oppression is getting worse. 

With the recent terror attack against Christians in Sri Lanka, much of the media is only now awakening to a stark 

reality: Christianity is the most oppressed faith on earth. 

Across the planet, Christians are under attack, and it’s getting worse. 

As was noted in an article by The Tablet, over 3,000 Christians were murdered for their faith in 2018, which was more 

than double the number of Christians killed for their faith in 2017. 

So far in 2019, it looks like the death toll is rising even faster. 

To get a sense of how bad things have become, take a look at the following excerpt from The Tablet’s article on what 

the Open Doors charity found in their study of the persecution of Christians: 

“Of the 11 worst countries for Christians to live in, all are now classed as places of extreme persecution – more than 

ever before in 26 years of the World Watch List, which is published annually by the charity. Open doors compiles data 

on five spheres of life – private, family, community, national and church life – to reach a list of 50 countries where 

persecution of Christians is most extreme. 

North Korea remains number one for Christian persecution in their 2018 report, followed closely by Afghanistan and 

Somalia, where Christians are routinely targeted by violent Islamic militants. 

Their latest report highlights in particular unprecedented levels of persecution in Egypt, where last year more than 

200 Christians were driven out of their homes and 128 were killed for their faith. Egypt is home to the largest 

Christian community in the Middle East, the majority of whom are Orthodox. On Christmas Day, Christians attended 

services across the country accompanied by soldiers amid rising threat levels. Last Easter two church bombings killed 

49 people.” 

In a messed up irony, leaders of Western, majority Christian countries are often unwilling to even acknowledge the 

horrendous persecution facing Christians. Many ‘politically correct’ politicians instead prefer to demonize Christians 

with their own nation, and fail to realize that religious minorities are almost always safe and free in majority-Christian 

nations, while Christians are rarely safe or free in countries in the Islamic world, or in Communist regimes. 

All civilized nations need to come together and speak out against the persecution of Christians. Additionally, when it 

comes to refugees, we need to get tough on our border, stop illegal border crossings (which feature people who aren’t 

really refugees since they’re ‘fleeing’ from the US), and prioritize people in real danger, like the many Christians who 

face death for their faith. 

Spencer Fernando  April 23, 2019  SpencerFernando.com 
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Outreach News  

 
We are in the church season of Lent right now. I found this poem recently in my files and 

thought it might be a good one to share with you this month.   

 

“A Lenten Reflection” by Ed Duncan 

Why is it so easy to celebrate on Sunday, 

and so hard to remember why the rest of the week? 

Why do I see promise in so many things when the sun shines, 

and find fault on the cloudy days? 

Why do I gladly share the fellowship meal,  

and find it so hard to stay awake during lonely vigils? 

Why does the child in my dance and sing, 

and the grown up frown and condemn? 

Why do I try to walk in exciting new ways, 

and still plod in the dull ruts of outworn prejudices? 

Why?  Maybe because to be made in His image is to 

be fully human and yet to contain the divine. 

Why?  Maybe God only knows. 

Why not? 

I still wait with bated breath for the Easters of life, 

the crucifixion of old ways, the resurrection of hope, 

and the possibilities that spring comes again 

to frozen lands and peoples. 

 

Our next Care & Connect bag distribution will be the week of March 14th.  The theme this 

month is spring and Easter.  Donations are welcome and may be left in the designated 

basket in the church lobby.   

Please call Diane Grimm if you have questions about the project.  (269)-808-0685 

 

The Wings of God Transition Home in Paw Paw is in need of a few people to help with 

their Clothing Closet located at the house at 310 N. Kalamazoo Street.  Donations need to be 

sorted and organized for use by the Pearls.  If you can help with this project, please contact 

Rhonda at 269-415-0777.  A list of other needs is posted on their website and Face book 

page 

 



Paw Paw UMC News  March  2021 

5 
 

General Conference Postponed to 2022 
Commission on the General Conference 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 25, 2021  

Meeting on February 20, the Commission on the General Conference made a decision to further postpone the 2020 

General Conference until August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minn. as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 

affect the safety of mass gatherings and travel. 

It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the dates of General Conference. Further, the Book of 

Discipline requires the Commission on the General Conference to "take necessary measures to assure full participation of 

all General Conference delegates." The Commission concluded that mandate was not achievable by means of either an in-

person meeting in 2021 or a virtual meeting. 

In making the decision, the Commission determined that it was not feasible to safely hold an in-person meeting involving 

all delegates as currently scheduled for August 29 - September 7, 2021 due to a number of barriers:  

 The number of COVID cases continues to rise, with nearly 2.49 million confirmed cases the week of February 15. 

 Vaccine is not expected to be widely available this year in many countries, and new variants of the virus which may be 

resistant to vaccines are emerging globally. 

 International travelers to the U.S. must show proof of negative COVID-19 test results no more than three days prior to 

travel, but in many places, testing is not readily available or provided free of charge.  

 Visa services remain limited in some areas. 

There also remains the possibility that a temporary six-month visa bond program which requires bonds of $5,000 - 

$15,000 per person for residents of some countries could cost up to $2.5 million in bonds for affected delegates if the 

program should be extended beyond June. 

The Commission’s decision was informed by the report of the Technology Study Team appointed to explore the 

implications of options for accommodating full participation at General Conference, including but not limited to the 

possibility of utilizing technology and online voting, in considering whether the meeting should be held virtually. 

According to their report, “The study team considered a number of challenges and implications, including how to keep 

participants safe, providing for global participation, safeguarding the integrity of the voting and credentialing process, and 

meeting legal requirements …” 

The Technology Study Team analyzed a variety of options, including an entirely electronic General Conference with 

participation from individual locations; an entirely electronic General Conference with delegates gathering at regional 

satellite hubs; and two sessions, with the first part being electronic and the second part in-person when it is safe to 

convene. None of these options were determined by the study team to be viable.  

The study team did find that a more traditional method—utilizing mail ballots to vote on emergency actions—could help 

The United Methodist Church to address important, urgent matters through the General Conference. Their report 

recommended utilizing mail ballots for making a limited number of “Emergency Interim Actions” on which the General 

Conference delegates would indicate a yes or no vote for each item.  

“The Commission shared the study team’s findings and recommendations with the officers of the Council of Bishops in a 

collaborative effort to jointly explore how this alternative might be utilized to address critical matters until an in person 

gathering of delegates can be safely convened next year,” said commission chair Kim Simpson. 

Some of the concerns mentioned in the report regarding having a virtual session include: 

 Lack of infrastructure in some areas, including Internet access, Internet speed, and electricity 

 Lack of technology for equitable Holy Conferencing 

 Complexity of the legislative committee process 

 Concerns about accurate credentialing and verification of identity 

 Difficulties in seating reserve delegates properly 

 Security of voting 

 Safety concerns about regional satellite gatherings 

Simpson said the August-September dates in 2022 will mean that General Conference will be one day shorter than 

planned for 2021; however, these dates were the only option available. Simpson said that the Commission regrets the fact 

that these dates once again conflict with the start of the academic year in the U.S. which a group of young adults had 

asked the Commission to avoid, but there were no other dates available. 

 

 

  

https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/phased-resumption-routine-visa-services.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/24/2020-24223/visas-visa-bond-pilot-program
https://www.resourceumc.org/-/media/umc-media/2021/02/25/16/24/tst-report-public-release.ashx?la=en&rev=3ebf97238a7f4e90907a9979dfb63ea1&hash=69D43401409693BB6B56D82D380B5D5944C5999F
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Ways of giving to PPUMC if you are unable to attend in -person 
worship. 

 
 

1. Send a check directly to the church office – 420 W. Michigan, Paw Paw, MI 
49079 
 

2. Set up a donation on a monthly basis through your bank. 
a. If you have an account at PNC where our church account is located you 

may use the following steps: 
These are the steps to set up direct or auto pay in your PNC account. 

i. 1-log into your account 
ii. 2-Click on-pay bills 
iii. 3-Click on add bills 
iv. 4-follow prompts that come up on the screen 
v. You will need the church's name & address.  You will need to check 

with the bank as to whether or not you need the church account # or 
routing # to do it this way.   

vi. You can pick a day of the month for it to come out.   
vii. You can go to your account each month to verify that it was 

withdrawn. 
 

3. If you do not bank at PNC, check with your bank or credit union about setting up 
this same process even though it is not PNC. 

 

Please note that we are in the process of setting up donation links for our website & 
Facebook.  We will send out a notice once this has been completed. 

Thank you all for your donations to our ministries at Paw Paw United Methodist 
Church.  It is our calling to share the Good News of the Risen Christ to everyone and 
in as many ways as possible according to God’s Will.  Your giving helps make it 
possible for us to accomplish this calling. 
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Easter Flowers  

Don’t forget to order you Easter Flowers.  If you would like to order flowers please 

fill out the form below and either drop it off at the church or mail it to the church.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Easter Flowers 2021 
Last day to order:  March 28th 
*Purchase for use in the Sanctuary *Purchase for your own decorating * Purchase as a gift  
*Sell to your friends and neighbors 
 
Price List:                                                                   Quantity                                                                                         Quantity 
 
6” Easter Lily (1-stem)                              $9.00     _____                                           6” Tulip                    $8.50  _____ 
 
8” Easter Lily (2-stem)                             $16.00    _____                                           6” Hyacinth             $8.50  _____ 
 
10” Easter Lily (3-stem                            $28.00    _____                                           6” Daffodil               $8.50   _____ 
 
6” Calla Lily                                               $13.00    _____                                           8” Hydrangea           $19.00   _____ 
 
6” Stargazer Lily                                       $11.00   _____                                                 Amount Paid: ________________ 
 
 
NAME_________________________________________________________________________ PHONE__________________ 
 
 
In Memory Of:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your 

name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or 

newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture 

on our church website, please contact the church 

office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank 

You 
Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  

 2 Ed Poole 

 4 Rev. David Small 

 5 Carrie Radtke 

 7 Carol Pearce 

 15 Mackenzie Mattimore Lantz 

 17 Brian Rumsey 

 18 Emily Mortimer 

 Fred Snell   

 21 Sandra Lombard 

 22 Stephen Brennan 

 Chase Lantz  

 23 Julie Rumsey 

 26 Haley Sturgis 

  Jean Dahms  

30 Jerry Reshman 
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March Preaching Calendar 

Theme or Lenten Season: Following the letter of I John we will be focusing on the  
Evidence of New Birth.  

March 7 

Sermon Title: The Fellowship of Believers     

Scriptures:  I John 1:5-7  John 6:53-59  

Theme: You know you are born again because you seek to be with and support others in the 

faith.    

March 14 
Sermon Title: Self Deception: The Root of Sin  
Scriptures:  I John 1:8-2:2  Matthew 5:17-20   
Theme:  The Truth of Christ calls us to honesty about our relationship with God.   
  
March 21 
Sermon Title: The Test of Truth 
Scriptures:  I John 2:3-8  John 7:14-24  
Theme: God has given each person the ability to follow His commands.    
 
March 28: Palm Sunday 
Sermon Title: Love for the Creator or the Creation  
Scriptures:  I John 2:15-17 John 6:25-29,40  
Theme:  The world is temporal but God is eternal and He calls us to focus on eternity.  
 
April 4: Easter 
Sermon Title: What Confessing Christ Means 
Scripture:  I John 2:18-25 John 21:1-14 
Theme: Many in the world will deny who Jesus the Christ really is but that does not negate 

the truth of God’s Word.  
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1  2  3  4  5  6 

             

7  8    10  11  12  13 

             

14  15  16  17  18  19  20 

             

21  22  23  24  25  26  27 

             

28                            

             

             

 

  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

6:30 Finance/Ad 

Council 

7:00 Trustee’s 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

7:00 Endowment 

Fund  
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Bronson Commons:     

Kay Bush 

23332 Red Arrow Highway 

Mattawan, MI  49071 
  

Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

3600 E. Bristol St.  

Apt. 237  

Elkhart IN, 46514 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 
  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
 
 
  

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  

 Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Grady Reinoehl 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

 

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 

300 White Oaks Rd.  

Lawton, MI 49065 

 

Fred Snell  

300 White Oaks Rd.  

Room 48 

Lawton, MI 49065 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

Finance/Administrative Council 
MINUTES 

February 11 2021 – 6:30 PM 

 
1 Call to Order @ 6:36 

a. Devotional by Pastor David 
b. Prayer by Pastor David 

2 Members Present / Roll Call 
Jim Allen, Harley Pierce, David Small, Betty Shafer, Diane Grimm, Morene Huggett, Dr. David 

Millard, Wealthy Willsea, Becky Knapik 

3 Adoption of Agenda 
a. Wealthy made a motion to adopt the agenda, Jim Seconded it.  The motion passed.  

4 Approval of Minutes last meeting 
a. Betty made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting, Morene seconded, 

the motion passed.   
5 Committee Reports 

a. Finance 
i. Current Budget report 

1. Review of Budget vs. Actuals: Jim Allen 
a. The allocations for Ad Council and Trustees have been added.  

$3,500 to the Trustees and $8,450 to the Ad Council.   
b. Jim voiced a concern about the balance in the Endowment 

Checking Acct. He recommended requesting $10,000 be borrowed 
from the Endowment fund and put into the Endowment Fund 
Checking acct.  

c. Morene made a motion to make Jim the Finance Chair, Betty 
Seconded.  The motion passed.   

d. Becky will start putting the total amount given in the Bulletin and the 
Newsletter.   

ii. Review and determination of unpaid bills 
1. Betty made a motion to pay all the bills except the West Michigan 

Conference.  Wealthy seconded.  The motion passed.   
2. The boiler repair should come from the Trustee’s allotment from 

Endowment.   
iii. Finance Sub Committee Report update and recommendations  
iv. Communications Sub Committee Report- Update and recommendations 
v. Need a new Financial Secretary 

1. We need a new financial secretary, please think of someone that might 
want to volunteer for this position.  

2. Betty is going to ask Mary Hassing.   
b. Pastor/Worship 

i. There is a bible reading class on Sunday evenings  
ii. There is also a death café planned for April.   
iii. There will be no Ash Wednesday Worship Service this year.   
iv. Easter is April 4, planning will start soon.  
v. Wings of God is having a graduation party for one of the Pearls.   

c. Outreach 
i. Update Care & Connect Project 
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1. The Care and Connect project bags went out last month, 12 bags went out 
for 16 people.  About the same amount will be going out in February.   

2. Diane will be talking to the Committee about what parts of the project want 
to continue.     

3. Diane will be meeting with representatives from Lawton, Almena and 
Lawrence to discuss ideas about Bob’s project of combining churches.  
They will discuss ideas of things we can do jointly such as a local mission 
project, joint bible study, a community dinner as well as youth activities.   

4. Diane is also volunteering at the Wings of God in their clothing closet as 
well as leading devotions once a month.   

d. Memorial Committee 
e. Women’s Fellowship 

i. New Leadership for the Women’s Fellowship Group 
1. This group needs new leadership.   
2. It has been mentioned if the group ends they would like the projects for 

the CIS kids to be continued.   
3. We are looking for volunteers to be leaders of the group.   

f. Endowment Committee 
i. Monthly Update 

1. As of the end of December the Endowment Fund had $281,558.51, we 
have requested $4,375 for office staff and $10,870 to repay the Ministerial 
Health Ins.  Which should leave about $266,000 in the fund.   

2. A request to be withdrawal $10,000 will be submitted soon.   
3. The Next meeting is March 18 at 7:00 PM.  

g. SPRC 
h. Trustees 

i. Have not met recently, there have not been any projects.    
ii. They will be looking into resurfacing the parking lot when the weather gets 

warmer.   
6 Motions / Decisions  
7 Calendar Coordination – Next meeting March 11 at 6:30 PM 
8 Meeting Adjourned at 8:02 PM 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada & Jeremy Simpson 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  


