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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
 

God’s Ambassadors 
 

This is the time of year when Christianity celebrates the resurrection of our Lord.  For people living in the parts of the 
world where the Springtime is bringing things back to life it is easy for us to make a connection.  We have the 
promise of new life in Christ and we can observe how God has set in motion for nature to take its course and give 
new life to the world around us.  This is what God has and always will do – give new life to that which was dead. 
 
All humanity was dead in “trespasses and sins” so says the Bible – (Ephesians 2:1 & Colossians 2:13)  We were 
“made alive” by God’s willingness to forgive us because of Christ’s sacrifice.  This we celebrate and remember on 
what is called Good Friday.  In all actuality, we are to celebrate and remember this sacrifice all through the year – 
even in the dead of winter.  Part of what gets anyone through harsh winters is the hope of Spring with the birds and 
flowers and bees.  For many, there is a “winter of the soul” in which life becomes harsh and unbearable.  Much of 
the world experiences this way of being.   
 
As Christians, we have a message of Good News about this “newness of life” in Christ.  By our words of peace, 
compassion and comfort and by our actions of caring for one another, we demonstrate this message.  Right now 
across our country it is reported that there are over 600,000 people who are homeless.  This comes out of a report 
from Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in 2019 when they reported close to this number.  By now it has 
grown to well over the 600K.  Many of these people are held captive to addictions and to mental disturbances.  Is 
there a message for the homeless?  Is there a message for anyone experiencing the harshness of life? 
 
While there are no immediate solutions to such issues, there are responses by God’s people that can bring a ray of 
sunshine and hope for a moment in time.  Numerous studies have been conducted to root out causes and provide 
options for dealing with the crisis.  The reasons for homelessness are numerous; but, this we do know, as 
mentioned above, addiction and mental illness top the lists for causes.  Decisions made decades ago by local and 
national government agencies contributed to what we see happening now.  There is no going back to make 
changes.  We must look forward and find solutions for using current resources.   
 
Why would we concern ourselves with such a problem now?  In the first place, the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness has shown that it is on the rise.  It was rising even prior to COVID but with this added crisis, the 
homeless problem has grown even greater and expected to continue for the foreseeable future.  As a follower of 
Christ, I am to have my eyes open to the realities of the world.  Reading Jeremiah 23:24 helps us to understand our 
position: 
“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the Lord, “and not a God far away?  Can anyone hide in secret places so that I 

cannot see him?” declares the Lord.  “Do not I fill heaven and earth?”  declares the Lord. 
We are God’s Ambassadors to the world so says Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:20.  Our first obligation is to help anyone be 
“reconciled” to God – the Greek word literally meaning ‘to make friends’.  Our own friendship with God is meant to 
lead others into a friendly relationship with God.  In that “reconciliation” one can find God’s forgiveness and find hope 
for a new life.  If we believe that addiction and mental illness are problems too large to solve, we are denying that 
God’s power is not real.  If we believe that the harshness of life is too great for even God’s people to be concerned 
with, then we are denying that God’s Holy Spirit does not really lead people into the truth.   
 
Let us stand together and address the issues of life by rejoicing in the promise of life that Christ has opened to all 
who believe.  Today is the day of salvation.  Today is the day when someone can find new life in Christ – even 
someone ravaged by homelessness – addiction – mental illness and any other issue of life that brings death.  In 
Christ all can be made alive and receive hope. 
So then, let’s take this a step at a time – but let’s take steps forward. 

 

 

  

  



Paw Paw UMC News  April 2021 

2 
 

 

  PPUMC Endowment Fund Report for 2020 

The Endowment Committee met in March and reviewed the Fund investments with 

the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan, interest expenditures and our Church 

Loan from the Fund for 2020.  All were found to be in order and in compliance with 

the Endowment Fund Guidelines as approved by our Annual Church Conference in 

1994.   

During 2020, the Trustee’s authorized the expenditure of $775 to Big C Lumber for 

supplies to fix the retaining walls in the front and back of the church.  The 

Administrative Council authorized $9,274 in order to repair the roof over the stained 

glass window.  Each year 10% of the interest is added to the Fund principle as a 

tithe, this past year that amount was $1,400.   

Last year, we borrowed $41,964 from the Endowment fund to pay for a new roof on 

the parsonage, new heater and air conditioner for the parsonage, office staff support 

and delinquent Ministerial Health Insurance.  This increased the balance to 

$244,278.  We did make 3 loan payments of $1,000 each to the loan repayment 

fund.  This is a designated fund separate from our general budget offering that is 

used for that purpose.  Payments are made at 0% interest as the funds become 

available from our pledges and donations to the “Church Loan Repayment Fund”.  

As the loan is repaid, the money is returned to interest bearing investments, which 

increase the interest income that can be used for non-budget purposes.  Last year 

the families of Betty Shafer and Laurel Sherburn each donated $1,000 to the Loan 

Repayment fund.  They are currently deciding what they want engraved on their 

leaves for the “Tree of Life”.   

Further information on the Endowment Fund can be found on the Church Website, 

through the Church Office or by contacting a committee member.  The United 

Methodist Foundation also provides information on estate planning donations.  When 

leaving a memorial to the church you do have the option of designating it to go to the 

Endowment Fund.   

We are a very fortunate church and need to be thankful for the donors and their gifts, 

which led to the establishment of the Paw Paw United Methodist Church Permanent 

Endowment Fund in 1982.  Responsibly managed, the interest generated from these 

gifts and future gifts will continue to enhance the mission, outreach and the future of 

our church for many years.   

 
Harley Pierce 

           Endowment Committee Chairperson 
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Pakistani Christian man sentenced to death for 

blasphemy against Islam 
A Pakistani court has sentenced a Christian man to death for sending “blasphemous” text messages to 

Muslim clerics, according to a report. 

The Lahore High Court in Punjab province has revised the 2013 sentencing of the Christian man, Sajjad 

Masih, from life in prison to death, according to UCA News. 

Masih, a Seventh-day Adventist, was accused of sending blasphemous text messages from a mobile phone 

to Muslim clerics and others in Gojra. The 2013 verdict included life imprisonment and a fine of 314,500 

rupees, the equivalent of about $2,000. 

Masih, a resident of Punjab's Pakpattan district, was arrested in December 2011. 

Police said Masih was engaged to a woman, Ruma Masih of Gojra town. But she contracted marriage with 

another Christian man in the United Kingdom. Masih is accused of using her SIM to send blasphemous 

messages to clerics as an act of revenge.  

Gojra has been a religiously sensitive area since massive attacks on Christians were triggered by reports of 

Quran desecration. In 2009, there were a series of riots targeting Christians in Gojra that resulted in eight 

deaths, including four women and a child. Muslim radicals reportedly set fire to Christian homes in the area.  

Police initially refrained from charging Masih under the blasphemy law but added the blasphemy charge to 

the complaint after pressure from Muslim clerics.   

Section 295-C of Pakistan’s penal code permits the death penalty for those convicted of insulting Islam or its 

Prophet Muhammad. International advocates have long called on Pakistan to reform its penal code as it is 

often used to persecute religious minorities.  

In 2015, Masih’s brother and nephew were reportedly attacked and threatened by a group of people who had 

not been identified. 
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Outreach News  
 

Care & Connect Project: 

  I want to thank everyone that contributed items or funds for the care & 

connect bags the past few months.  The project ran from December 2020-

March 2021.  We provided 81 bags to members and friends of our 

congregation!  A special thank you to the members of the Outreach team that 

made phone calls, baked cookies, packed the bags, shopped, and delivered 

the bags each month. We were also blessed to receive homemade cards and 

notes from the Girl Scout troops that meet in our building.   From the 

comments and thank you notes we received, I feel that the project was a 

great way to connect with many folks that haven’t been able to join us in 

worship recently.  

  

Lakeview Community Thrift Store Partners:  Our church will be volunteering 

the 1st and 4th Saturday mornings beginning in April.  Another shift became 

available and we were fortunate to be in a position to fill it.   

If you are interested in joining our team, we can especially use another 

assistant for either of these Saturdays.  We volunteer from 9:30-1:30. 

   

Welcoming folks back to worship: 

We are hopeful that more people will be comfortable returning to worship this 

spring.  The choir has begun to sing again and we are anxious to see more 

familiar and new faces in worship.  Please join us on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.   

Note:  The Outreach team will be meeting on April 11 for a short meeting after 

worship to discuss what our next project will be.   

 

Serving joyfully, 

Diane Grimm, Outreach chairperson 

(269-808-0685) 

dm.grimm54@gmail.com 
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Rummage Sale 

Saturday May 15 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

We will be having a rummage sale on Saturday May 15 from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  

This event will be outside weather permitting.  We will be looking for volunteers 

soon.  If you have donations they can be brought to the church, the items will be 

stored in the old bell room.  If you have any questions please contact Betty Shafer 

or Diane Grimm.   

 

 

Crop Walk 

Sunday May 16 

 

Mark your calendars Crop Walk is coming.  The walk will be held outside at the 

church, there will be a virtual option available also.  There will be more information 

coming soon.  If you have any questions please contact Laurel Sherburn.   



Paw Paw UMC News  April 2021 

6 
 

 
 

Ways of giving to PPUMC if you are unable to attend in -person 
worship. 

 
 

1. Send a check directly to the church office – 420 W. Michigan, Paw Paw, MI 
49079 
 

2. Set up a donation on a monthly basis through your bank. 
a. If you have an account at PNC where our church account is located you 

may use the following steps: 
These are the steps to set up direct or auto pay in your PNC account. 

i. 1-log into your account 
ii. 2-Click on-pay bills 
iii. 3-Click on add bills 
iv. 4-follow prompts that come up on the screen 
v. You will need the church's name & address.  You will need to check 

with the bank as to whether or not you need the church account # or 
routing # to do it this way.   

vi. You can pick a day of the month for it to come out.   
vii. You can go to your account each month to verify that it was 

withdrawn. 
 

3. If you do not bank at PNC, check with your bank or credit union about setting up 
this same process even though it is not PNC. 

 

Please note that we are in the process of setting up donation links for our website & 
Facebook.  We will send out a notice once this has been completed. 

Thank you all for your donations to our ministries at Paw Paw United Methodist 
Church.  It is our calling to share the Good News of the Risen Christ to everyone and 
in as many ways as possible according to God’s Will.  Your giving helps make it 
possible for us to accomplish this calling. 
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your 

name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or 

newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture 

on our church website, please contact the church 

office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank 

You 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  

 11 Doris Stembaugh 

 16 Charlie Brennan 

 17 Sharon Lantz 

 Dave Lovely 

 18 Jim Allen 

 19 Marie Woolum 

 20 Joe Rumsey 

 22 Morene Huggett 

 Marilyn Doyle 

 28 Doug Grimm 

  

 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  

  

1 Jeff & Valda Kemp 

2 Rodney & Jennifer Sturgis 
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Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

Carla Hazard 

Mary Hassing 

  

 

  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

        1  2  3 

             

4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

             

11  12  13    15  16  17 

             

18  19  20  21  22  23  24 

             

25  26  27  28  29  30                  

             

             

 

  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

6:30 Finance/Ad 

Council 

7:00 Trustee’s 

 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Death Cafe  

Crop Walk 

Recruiter 

 Meeting 

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

Diane Grimm 

Mary Hassing 
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Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

3600 E. Bristol St.  

Apt. 237  

Elkhart IN, 46514 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 
  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
 
 
  

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  

 Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Grady Reinoehl 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

 

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Lawton, MI 49065 
 
Fred Snell  
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Room 48 
Lawton, MI 49065 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

Finance/Administrative Council 
MINUTES 

March 11 2021 – 6:30 PM 

1 Call to Order at 6:31 
a. Devotional by David Small 
b. Prayer by David Small 

2 Members Present / Roll Call 
David Small, Diane Grimm, Harley Pierce, Betty Shafer, Jim Allen, Chris Mortimer, Wealthy Willsea, 

Morene Huggett, Becky Knapik via Zoom 

3 Adoption of Agenda 
a. Chris moved to adopt the agenda, Wealthy seconded, the motion passed 

4 Approval of Minutes last meeting 
a. Diane moved to approve the minutes from the last meeting, Chris seconded, the motion passed.   

5 Committee Reports 
a. Finance 

i. Current Budget report 
1. Review of Budget vs. Actuals: Jim Allen 

a. Balance sheet 
i. We have received and paid the Pastor’s health ins. Debt.   
ii. $1,000 has been moved from the Church improvement loan to the 

Endowment Fund Acct.  
b. Budget vs. Actual 

i. A bill from Roto-Rooter was paid from the acct. 530.100; this was 
from the sewer leak last year.  This bill will be moved to the 
Trustee’s acct. since that is where the money from the insurance 
company was put.   

ii. Review and determination of unpaid bills 
1. Jim made a motion to pay the bills, Betty seconded, the motion passed.  

iii. Finance Sub Committee Report update and recommendations  
1. Betty Shafer has joined this Committee.  

iv. Communications Sub Committee Report- Update and recommendations 
v. Financial Secretary 

1. Chris has volunteered to take this position 
2. Diane nominated Chris to be the Financial Secretary, Harley seconded, the 

motion passed  
vi. Membership Secretary 

1. Carla Hazard is considering taking this position 
b. Pastor/Worship 

i. Long range planning 
1. We are planning to have a Good Friday Service 
2. Both Pianists will be playing for Easter  
3. A reminder about the Good Friday service will be sent through email, website 

and Facebook.   
c. Outreach 

i. Purchase of Mugs 
1. Diane has some other options for the Welcome bags, she will discuss it with the 

outreach committee before we make a decision 
ii. Discuss Care & Connect Project 

1. The last bags went out on Sunday March 14.  A survey was included in bags 
asking if they would like this project to continue.   

iii. Community Thrift Store Saturday partner’s project 
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1. We have been offered and accepted another Saturday at the Thrift store.  
Starting in April we will also be working at the Thrift store on the first Saturday of 
the month in the morning.   

iv. Combining w/other churches 
1. Diane met with members of Lawton, Almena and Lawrence UMC’s, they decided 

they would like to try to do a joint event.   
2. They are planning to have an outdoor Hymn sing/Concert on August 1st.  They 

discussed having this event at Almena.   
3. They also discussed possibly combining on Special Services, Bell Choir and 

youth groups in the future.   
d. Memorial Committee 
e. Women’s Fellowship 

i. New Leadership for the Women’s Fellowship Group 
1. More information about this at the next meeting.  

f. Endowment Committee 
i. Monthly Update 

1. $25,000 has been disbursed from the Endowment Fund last month. The 
disbursements were $10,870 for Pastoral Ins. Debt; $4,375 for Office Staff 
Salary; and $10,000 to put in the Endowment Fund Checking Acct.  

g. SPRC 
i. This committee needs more committee members.  

h. Trustees 
i. Yard/Garage Sale 

1. We will be having a yard sale preferably outside possibly May 15th.  The 
congregation can start donating items, we hope they will put prices on the items 
they bring.  There will be notices in the Newsletter, Facebook, Website as well as 
the Flashes and the Courier Leader.   

ii. It is time to start thinking about looking for bids for a new parking lot.   
6 Motions / Decisions  

a. Nominations for unfilled positions 
7 Calendar Coordination – Next meeting April 22 at 6:30 PM 
8 Meeting adjourned at 7:59 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada & Jeremy Simpson 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  


