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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
A Reason Why 

You have surely heard someone say, “everything happens for a reason.”  I know I have.  According to an article 11 years ago in Psychology 

Today, this is the “modern, New Age” version of saying “It’s God’s will.”   Here is what the author says about that: 

 

“The two sayings have the same problem—the complete lack of evidence that they’re true. Not only is there no good 

evidence that God exists, we have no way of knowing what it is that he (or she) wanted to happen, other than that it 

actually did happen.” 

 

Coming from the secular world there is no surprise about denying that God exists and much less that He would have a “will” over the 

functioning of creation.  The real surprise is knowing that many believers today struggle with believing that God has a “will” for their life.   

 

Things have happened in your life and upon reflection you have surmised that a “lesson was learned.”  Things have happened in the world in 

general that have effected your life in a direct way and you have likewise surmised that something ultimately good came from it.  Perhaps 

there are things that have happened for which you still cannot say “good has come from this” – still waiting for the “good” to make itself 

known. 

 

The above mentioned article in Psychology Today suggests that saying “everything happens for a reason” allows one to be more accepting of 

the event – good or bad.  I would agree but for different reasons.  When we have come to the place of putting all things under the Will of 

God, then and only then can we deal properly with the chaos and upheaval of the world.  Jesus told his disciples that he had overcome the 

world.  Those disciples reiterated that teaching time and time again.  Without God in our life we only think of the here-and-now and that 

perhaps the only sane writer in the Bible was Solomon when he wrote in Ecclesiastes –  

“Meaningless!  Meaningless! “Says the Teacher.  “Utterly meaningless!  Everything is meaningless.” 

 

The problem with Solomon’s words is that the reader seldom gets past this obvious pessimistic perspective about life.  Reading to the end we 

find these words: 

“Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.  For God will bring every deed into judgment, 

including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.” 

 

What this tells us is plain – God, in His infinite wisdom has placed before us His Will and asks simply to follow those commands as a way of 

showing our love for Him as Creator.  The Bible also tells us how this is accomplished.  And, the real exciting thing is that God Himself has 

made it possible by what He has done to “make it so” – as they say on Star Trek.  God has given us His Son, Jesus Christ to show us how to 

love God.  It is God’s Will that everyone believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Non-believers simply scoff but believers rejoice knowing that 

in Christ we find a strength to “endure to the end” of whatever the experience may be and allowing that God will bring good from evil.   

 

Will you be able to remain faithful even if life brings sadness or pain or injury or anything that is other than that which is desired?  Will you 

also be able to remain faithful even if your neighbor seems to have received a larger portion of that “abundant life” promised by God? 

 

Can we allow that everything that happens in life does indeed have a reason for why?  The “why” is always an opportunity to seek God’s 

Holy Presence in our life and trust Him for the outcome – good or bad.  Life is our proving ground for eternity.  As Solomon also told his 

readers in Ecclesiastes:  

All share a common destiny – the righteous and the wicked, the good and the bad, the clean and the unclean, those who 

offer sacrifices and those who do not. 

 

Even with this pessimistic perspective presented by Solomon, he gave his readers the answer to this conundrum in Proverbs 3:5-6 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 

make your paths straight. 

 

My hope is that with all the chaos and violence and negativity and downright evil happening in the world right now those who trust in Christ 

will know they are overcoming the world by their faith in the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  He gives us a reason for why we 

can and will endure to the end. 

 

Lastly, this is not an exhortation to simply “grin and bear it.”  Only non-believers will think that way.  Believers will understand that we are 

set on a journey of discovery in how God is truly working in our life every day.  Jesus is our reason for everything 
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China 'brainwashing' Christians to renounce faith, 

report finds 

Man says he was beaten in windowless room for nearly 10 months 

China is attempting to brainwash Christians by holding them in mobile "transformation facilities," 
according to a new report. 
Radio Free Asia relayed stories last week from a man given the pseudonym Li Yuese, who said he 
was beaten in a windowless room for nearly 10 months.  
Li said he was detained after authorities raided his house church in 2018. "There were no 
windows, no ventilation and no time allowed outside," said Li. "I was given just two meals a day, 
which were brought to the room by a designated person." 
He said authorities "threaten, insult and intimidate you. These were United Front officials, men, 
women, sometimes unidentified, usually in plain clothes. The police turn a blind eye to this." 
"You have to accept the statement they prepare for you." 
Li added that if "you refuse, you will be seen as having a bad attitude and they will keep you in 
detention and keep on beating you." 
His fellow inmates, he said, were released on bail and had taken part in church-related activities. 
The suppression affected both Protestants and Catholics, with priests disappearing for "five, six, 
even 10 years at a stretch," he said. 
Last week's report was just the latest to shed light on alleged abuses at the hands of Chinese authorities. 

A BBC report on the Uyghurs included alleged former detainees who claimed horrific abuses like raping women with 

electrocuting instruments. 

 

Sam Dorman is a reporter with Fox News.  
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Outreach News  
 

 
 What a beautiful time of year!  On my morning walk today I enjoyed the 
spring wildflowers, red bud trees, and flowering dogwood trees.  God is 
indeed a mighty God!  His creation shouts forth his name as the earth comes 
to life again after another Michigan winter.   
 We have concluded our monthly Care & Connect bags for now.  The 
members of the outreach committee will continue to reach out to these 
friends via phone calls and visits as we are able to do that.  Please feel free to 
contact the person that delivered your bag or phoned you, with any needs or 
concerns.  Feel free to contact Pastor David or the church office also. 
  
 I have been meeting monthly with the leaders of several area United 
Methodist churches to discuss ways that we can collaborate to reach more 
folks in the Paw Paw, Lawton, Almena, and Lawrence communities.  We are 
planning several upcoming activities.  
  Our summer activity will be an outdoor “Get Acquainted” day.  It will be 
held on Sunday, August 1 at the Almena UMC and adjacent township hall 
property.  We will begin the day with a joint worship service planned by the 
pastors of the 4 congregations to be held at Almena UMC.  The outdoor 
activities will occur from 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  Plans include musical 
entertainment, outdoor games, and a food truck.  Please put this date on your 
calendar and invite family and friends to attend! 
 
We are still seeking musician(s) for this event.  Please contact me if you know 
of anyone that might be interested in singing or playing for this event.   
 
Diane Grimm 
Outreach Chairperson 
(269) 808-0685  
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Rummage Sale 

Saturday May 15 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

We will be having a rummage sale on Saturday May 15 from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  

This event will be held in the front of the church under the awning and in the yard.    

We are looking for volunteers to help with set up a few days before as well as help 

during the sale.  Please sign up at the table in the lobby m if you want to help.  If you 

have donations they can be brought to the church, the items will be stored in the old 

bell room.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact Betty 

Shafer or Diane Grimm.   

 

 

Crop Walk 

Sunday May 16 

Mark your calendars Crop Walk is coming.  The walk will be held outside at the 

church, there will be a virtual option available also. Registration is at 1:00 and the 

walk starts at 2:00. There will be a non-perishable food collection for local pantries. 

There will be more information coming soon.  If you have any questions please 

contact Laurel Sherburn(269)657-4952 or email lauda76@hotmail.com.   
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Ways of giving to PPUMC if you are unable to attend in -person 
worship. 

 
 

1. Send a check directly to the church office – 420 W. Michigan, Paw Paw, MI 
49079 
 

2. Set up a donation on a monthly basis through your bank. 
a. If you have an account at PNC where our church account is located you 

may use the following steps: 
These are the steps to set up direct or auto pay in your PNC account. 

i. 1-log into your account 
ii. 2-Click on-pay bills 
iii. 3-Click on add bills 
iv. 4-follow prompts that come up on the screen 
v. You will need the church's name & address.  You will need to check 

with the bank as to whether or not you need the church account # or 
routing # to do it this way.   

vi. You can pick a day of the month for it to come out.   
vii. You can go to your account each month to verify that it was 

withdrawn. 
 

3. If you do not bank at PNC, check with your bank or credit union about setting up 
this same process even though it is not PNC. 

 

Please note that we are in the process of setting up donation links for our website & 
Facebook.  We will send out a notice once this has been completed. 

Thank you all for your donations to our ministries at Paw Paw United Methodist 
Church.  It is our calling to share the Good News of the Risen Christ to everyone and 
in as many ways as possible according to God’s Will.  Your giving helps make it 
possible for us to accomplish this calling. 
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your 

name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or 

newsletter OR you prefer to NOT have your picture 

on our church website, please contact the church 

office (269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– noon). Thank 

You 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  

 4 Rich Neterer 

 9 Lee Johnson 

 22 Julianne Huss 

 25 Diane Grimm 

 30 Jessica Franklin Decker 

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

    

    27 Doug & Diane Grimm 
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May Preaching Calendar 

 Seeds of Faith 

May 2 

Sermon Title: Overcoming the World     

Scriptures:  I John 5:1-5  John 20:24-29 

Theme: How our faith in Christ gives us a victorious life.    

 

May 9 
Sermon Title: A Great Discovery  
Scriptures:  II Kings 22:8; 11:20  Matthew 24:4-14   
Theme:  How God’s Word can bring Revival.    
  
May 16 
Sermon Title: Accepting God’s Judgement 
Scriptures:  II Samuel 24:11-14  Luke 3:7-10  
Theme: How only God’s righteousness brings salvation and self-righteousness.    
 
May 23 
Sermon Title: Learning Forgiveness  
Scriptures:  I Samuel 25:26-31 Matthew 5:43-48  
Theme:  The world is temporal but God is eternal and He calls us to focus on eternity.  
 
May 30 
Guest Speaker- TBA.  
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Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

Carla Hazard 

Laurel Sherburn 

  

 

  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

            1 

             

2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

             

9  10  11  12  13  14  15 

             

16  17  18  19  20  21  22 

             

23  24  25  26  27  28                 29 

             

30             

 

  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

6:30 Finance/Ad 

Council 
7:00 Trustee’s 

 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

9:00-3:00 

Rummage Sale  

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

Marylyn Doyle 

Laurel Sherburn 

  

6:30 Bible 

Reading 

Class 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

CROP Walk  
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Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

3600 E. Bristol St.  

Apt. 237  

Elkhart IN, 46514 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 
  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
 
 
 

  
Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  

 Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Grady Reinoehl 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

 

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Lawton, MI 49065 
 
Fred Snell  
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Room 48 
Lawton, MI 49065 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada & Jeremy Simpson 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  

  


