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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
Political Jargon 

 

Is there such a thing as Political Jargon in the Bible?  I believe there is.  If we look at the circumstances surrounding the trial and subsequent 

death sentence given to Jesus by Pontius Pilate, we will see how that happens.  In The Gospel of John chapter 19 we find this story.  One of 

the most interesting parts is when Pilate asks the Chief Priests if he is to crucify their king, since Pilate had come to understand that this was 

one of the things being leveled against Jesus – that he claimed to be the King of the Jews. 

 

The response by the Chief Priests was clearly and succinctly “we have no king but Caesar.”  What is remarkable about that statement is that 

these same Jewish leaders hated Rome – here represented by Pilate who was also a Gentile.  The Jews thought that all Gentiles and especially 

Roman governors were not just “unclean” but evil and not to be trusted in any way.  The whole story about the crucifixion of Jesus tells the 

story of how religious leaders used politics for their gain – or so they thought. 

 

Here was a group of Jewish leaders who wanted nothing to do with the politics of Rome; yet, they were willing to make use of it when they 

thought it would help them get what they wanted.  Does any of this sound familiar in today’s world of religion and politics? 

 

The sad reality for the church, i.e., any worshiping body of true believers is that we find ourselves immersed in political jargon and find it 

hard to separate it from what needs to be said about God’s Will – which, of course is discoverable in God’s Word.  A primary example is 

abortion.  This has become a political lighting rod in and out of the church.  It makes no difference whether one is speaking from a pulpit or 

from a political podium – the subject is always politized.  How can we separate this from the political arena and speak of it purely from the 

perspective of God’s Word?  And, why is this so important?   

 

The answer to the first part of separating it out from politics is tough to answer.  The best I have to offer is to say one must suspend their 

political positions and allow God’s Word to be used as a primary source for understanding – at least at the beginning of the argument 

whether for or against it.  If you check any scientific process, you will find that such is the proceeding of any investigation or research.  Any 

good scientist knows that one must suspend belief in any subject for a period of time so as to allow information from other sources to be 

considered.  This is not being done in the church today.  Believers divide themselves along political lines as opposed to allowing for God’s 

Word to provide guidance.  And, while I am at it might I suggest that this is the problem with any subject one wishes to name – we argue 

from political perspectives and not from God’s Word.  Shame on us! 

 

The answer to the second part of importance deals with the witness that church has to offer the world.  The most important activity any 

church, i.e., any worshiping body of true believers engages in is carrying God’s Word into their community.  This is called witnessing.  It 

takes many forms.  The witness may be through social programs, individual members speaking of their faith, transparent worship or any 

activity that allows the church to make contact with the community.  Jesus taught his disciples to be engaged with people as much as 

possible.  This same teaching has been the survival line for the church down through the last two millennia.  Without it there would be no 

church today. 

 

God’s people must “stick up” for God’s Word.  It must be the primary source for how we engage in any discussion that has political 

overtones.  It makes no difference how “politically minded” one may be as a believer – and there are many such creatures in the church 

today.  The church has lost sight of how God’s Word directly impacts all aspects of a person’s life – political, social, personal, psychological, 

religious, familial, etc.  This is a clarion call for a return to making God’s Word the primary source of guidance for all of God’s people.   

 

When you open your mouth to speak and to discuss or argue a point, will the person(s) listening soon know or believe you to be a Christian?  

Or, will they just see you as another “political hot-head” with an opinion?  My hope is that we will all develop some “Biblical jargon” that 

will open the door to questions for why we are speaking as we are.  Remember, when the Jewish leaders said, “we have no king but Caesar” 

they were speaking the same as all the other pagans living at that time throughout the Roman Empire.  There was no distinction.  May God 

help us to be distinctive about our faith! 

 

Pastor David (as always – open to feedback and further discussion – 269-808-1167) 
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The killing of Christians in Nigeria: Who will help us? 

From Christian Post: by Oscar Amaechina 

 

Christianity is under siege in Nigeria.  So many Christian Nigerians have been kidnapped and some of them will never return 

home alive. The unfortunate aspect of what is happening is that the government has decided to do nothing about it. The security 

situation in Nigeria has degenerated to the extent that countries that are at war are far better than our country.  Every morning we 

wake up with news of kidnapping and killing. Who will come to our rescue? 

Nigeria was designated a “Country of Particular Concern” in December 2020 by the U.S. Secretary of State for having “engaged 

in or tolerated particularly severe violations of religious freedom…”.   

The 2020 Report on International Religious Freedom by the U.S State Department reported about Nigeria: 

General insecurity throughout the country’s regions increased during the year: a terrorist insurgency in the North East; brazen 

kidnapping and armed robbery rings in the North West and southern regions; militant groups and criminal gangs in the South 

South region; and conflict between farmers and herders over access to land in the North Central region. 

 

The report also recognizes that religion appears to play a role in some conflicts: 

 

Some domestic and international Christian groups stated that Muslim Fulani herdsman were targeting Christian farmers because 

of their religion. Local Muslim and herder organizations said unaffiliated Fulani were the targets of Christian revenge killings. 

Local and international NGOs and religious organizations criticized what they said was the government’s inability or 

unwillingness to prevent or mitigate violence between Christian and Muslim communities. Christian organizations reported 

several cases during the year of Muslim men kidnapping young Christian girls and forcing them into marriage and conversion to 

Islam. 

 

In response to the U.S. State Department’s designation of Nigeria as a CPC, the Nigerian government denied it and asserted there 

is no religious violation in the country.  According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Nigeria, "Religious liberty in Nigeria has 

never been in question, therefore any claim contrary to that is completely false and untrue".  It is obvious that Nigerian 

government officials are pretending that they do not know about the attacks on Christians in Nigeria. 

The government in their reports have attributed the killings to farmer-herder conflicts, bandit activities and communal crises.  A 

close look at what is happening in Nigeria shows that there is Jihad going on in Nigeria and Christian government officials are 

complicit to this war against Christianity.  Otherwise how do we explain the fact that Christian government officials are always at 

the forefront of defending the attackers on Christians in the nation. 

If it is farmer-herder crises, what of the attacks on worshipers during church service? When has the church become a farmland? 

On April 25, worshipers in Haske Baptist Church, Kaduna state, were attacked and a medical doctor was killed and others 

kidnapped. Is this a farmer-herder crises or a communal clash? 

Even as Christians are being murdered on a daily basis, churches in Nigeria that are not affected move about their activities 

unperturbed, with no empathy for those who have fallen victim. People still go to church for miracles, signs, wonders and 

prosperity, and pastors still climb pulpits to talk about how to live comfortably and make money. 

The Church is supposed to be the strongest tool to fight against violation of religious freedom and religious persecution, but 

unfortunately the Nigerian Church is asleep.  Who shall pray to God to wake us up from this slumber and revive the Nigerian 

Church?  We have so many megachurches and "powerful men of God" in our country but it seems like there is no balm in Gilead 

and no prophet in Israel. 

Is it that the hand of God is too short to deliver us? I presume that it is our iniquity that has separated us from the protection of 

God. Our negligence and disobedience to the mandate of the Great Commission is to a large extent responsible for our problems. 

If we had already taken the Gospel to those who are killing us now, the current situation would be very different. 

The spirit of "let us build and make names for ourselves" as instituted by Nimrod in Genesis chapter 11 has bedeviled the Nigerian 

denominations, and empire-building has taken over the mandate of the Great Commission that is the purpose of the Church. We 

are now competing among ourselves in which church can build the tallest tower that will touch heaven even when we are not sure 

that we will be alive to worship in such cathedrals. 

When God wants to heal a land, He doesn't require the cooperation of the government but the Church: "If my people, who are 

called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14). The Nigerian Church is capable of bringing the 

needed changes in Nigeria if we are willing and obedient. The spirit of Nimrod must be prayed out of the Nigerian church if we 

must come out from this mess and enter into the realm of restoration. 

Oscar Amaechina is the president of Afri-Mission and Evangelism Network, Abuja, Nigeria. His calling is to take the gospel to 

where no one has neither preached nor heard about Jesus. He is the author of the book Mystery Of The Cross Revealed.   
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Outreach News 
 

Care & Connect Project:  Please continue to collect items for the bags.  We plan to send 
them out again later this year.  Items may be dropped off at the church office.  A list is 
posted on the bulletin board in the lobby.  The outreach committee is staying in touch with 
members & friends this summer via phone calls.  We are distributing the Upper Room 
devotional to several folks.   

Community Kindness Event: 
When:  August 1, 2021 
 
Where:  Almena UMC & Adjacent Almena Township Hall property 
 
What:  Paw Paw, Almena, Lawton, & Lawrence UMCs are sponsoring this event.  The event 
will begin with a joint worship service at 10:30 a.m.  Following the service from 12:00-3:00 
p.m., there will be live music, yard games, face painting, children's activities, and a food 
truck serving barbeque pork and side dishes.  Free cookies and water will be provided.  
 
How:  Each church is contributing resources to stage this outreach event.  Volunteers will be 
needed prior to the event to bake cookies & brownies & set up the day prior to the event.  
Volunteers will also be needed the day of the event to sell tickets for the food truck, assist 
with games, activities & clean up at the close of the event. 
 
This is a large undertaking.  The goal is to reach out to our area community members with Christian love 
and kindness.  A special offering will be collected for United Christian Services and a portion of the food 
tickets will also benefit UCS.  Please start telling your friends and neighbors about this FREE event!   
 
We need YOUR HELP to make this event a success!  Please contact Diane Grimm, Pastor David, or the 
church office to volunteer.   

Church Office # 269-657-7727 
Pastor Cell# 269-808-1167  

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 
Our next planning meeting is:  June 21 at 7:00 p.m. at Almena UMC 
 
Planning committee members: 
Diane Grimm-PPUMC 
Leanne Fader-Lawton St. Paul's UMC 
Paul Garrod-Lawrence UMC 
Jerry Lentz-Almena UMC 
Pastors David Small, Wayne McKenney & Len Schoenherr 
 

Diane Grimm 
Outreach Chairperson 
(269) 808-0685 
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WE NEED YOU! 

It is time to sign up to volunteer for the Wings of God summer fundraiser - "Pledge for Pearls Bucket Brigade". We 

need about 80 volunteers! 

We are very excited to have an in-person event this year! We are planning on a wonderful 2-day event: 8 AM - 1 

PM June 18th & 19th, 2021. 

During the Pledge for Pearls fundraiser, we will be hosting a Bucket Brigade throughout downtown Paw Paw. We 

will ask volunteers to stand at designated locations with buckets collecting from cars passing by who want to give. 

These cars will be prompted to give because of the Wings of God signs located throughout Paw Paw.  You will not 

be required to ask for any money. Each volunteer will receive a volunteer t-shirt, snack bag, and lunch. Our goal? 

To raise $20,000! 

SIGN UP TO Volunteer following the link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbI0_o-lY8DFA8HT9z-YkVA1nxfqGPnqarfeNwv0gh6P5xtQ/viewform 

Questions? Call us at 269.415.0777 or email susan@wingsofgodinc.org 

Thank you so much!  

 P.S. Does your church want to volunteer as a church family? We would love for you to "adopt" a Bucket Brigade 

location for one (or two) days! You would need 4-5 volunteers to adopt 1 location for the entire event per day. 

 P.S.S. Can't volunteer for the event? You can be our biggest advocate!  

Share our event on social media. https://fb.me/e/SCB3g4oF 

Drive through town & toss some bucks in a bucket on June 18th & 19th! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbI0_o-lY8DFA8HT9z-YkVA1nxfqGPnqarfeNwv0gh6P5xtQ/viewform
https://fb.me/e/SCB3g4oF
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Rummage Sale 

First of all a huge THANK YOU to everyone who came out and supported 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church.  The outpouring of help was greatly 

appreciated.  Not only did the sale raise $1127, we were able to donate a 

truckload of items to Freshwater for their Youth Program.  Another truck 

load was donated to the Goodwill.  A carload of clothes was donated to 

Lydia’s Closet. 

 

Crop Walk 

A big thank you to all that walked and collected money for the Crop Walk. A lot of 

first's this year. Luckily the weather cooperated, no rain. For the first time, 

registration was all outside and we started the walk from outside. Thank you 

everyone for your donations. Thank you for the food donations.  We had 3 very full 

cars taking food to different food pantries. It has been suggested that we continue 

collecting food for Eleanor's Pantry. All food that is brought in will be taken there 

each month. Thank you everyone your help. Without your help and cooperation, this 

could not have happened. Laurel Sherburn 

PPUMC total was $2180.00 (all envelopes are in) 

Grand Total $8512.50 (envelopes are still out) 
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Ways of giving to PPUMC if you are unable to attend in -person 
worship. 

 
1. Send a check directly to the church office – 420 W. Michigan, Paw Paw, MI 

49079 
 

2. Set up a donation on a monthly basis through your bank. 
a. If you have an account at PNC where our church account is located you 

may use the following steps: 
These are the steps to set up direct or auto pay in your PNC account. 

i. 1-log into your account 
ii. 2-Click on-pay bills 
iii. 3-Click on add bills 
iv. 4-follow prompts that come up on the screen 
v. You will need the church's name & address.  You will need to check 

with the bank as to whether or not you need the church account # or 
routing # to do it this way.   

vi. You can pick a day of the month for it to come out.   
vii. You can go to your account each month to verify that it was 

withdrawn. 
 

3. If you do not bank at PNC, check with your bank or credit union about setting up 
this same process even though it is not PNC. 

 

Please note that we are in the process of setting up donation links for our website & 
Facebook.  We will send out a notice once this has been completed. 

Thank you all for your donations to our ministries at Paw Paw United Methodist 
Church.  It is our calling to share the Good News of the Risen Christ to everyone and 
in as many ways as possible according to God’s Will.  Your giving helps make it 
possible for us to accomplish this calling. 
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– 4:30). Thank You 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

   1 Ellen Baker 

  2 Bryan Neterer 

  7 Nicole Aldrich 

10 Cheryl Reinoehl 

14 Don Mortimer 

17 Holly Rohr 

     Susan Wilton 

19 Becky Baily 

     Jared Neterer 

     Harley Pierce Jr. 

20 Chuck Rumsey 

  

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  

      8 Grady & Cheryl Reinoehl 

   10 Jon & Rita Brennan 

   11 David & Nadine Aldrich 

   21 George & Juanita Bolton 

   29 Jim & Becky Bailey 
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June 2021 Preaching Calendar 

  

June 6 – Guest Speaker – Jeremy Simpson  

 

June 13 – Communion  

Scripture: I Samuel 15:34-16:13;  

Sermon Title: The Power of Discernment  

Theme: God’s desire for his people to learn good from evil.  

 

June 20  

Scripture: I Samuel 17:4-11, 19-23; Mark 4:35-41  

Sermon Title: Meeting Goliath  

Theme: Learning how faith overcomes fear in life – there is much to fear.  

 

June 27  

Scripture: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Mark 5:21-43  

Sermon Title: Respect for Tarnished Greatness  

Theme: The tension between tradition and progress. 
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Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

  

 

  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1  2  3  4  5 

             

6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

             

13  14  15  16  17  18  19 

             

20  21  22  23  24  25  26 

             

27  28  29  30       

             

30             

 

 

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship 

w/Communion 

Graduation 

Service 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship 

Father’s Day 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

6:30  

Finance/Ad 

Council 

7:00 Trustee’s 

 

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  
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DISTRICT NEWS 
Located in the South Western Lower Peninsula,  

we are known as the Greater Southwest District.   

Our district encompasses 98  

UMC’s and 15 multi-point charges.  

It is one of nine districts of the Michigan Conference.  

 

The people who help keep our district informed and educated are:  

Superintendent: 

Dwayne Bagley 

dbagley@michiganumc.org 

Executive Assistant: 

Mandana Nordbrock 

mnordbrock@michiganumc.org 

District Lay Leader: 

Wynne Hurlbut 

wynne_hurlbut@frontier.com 

You can sign up for the newsletter by following the link: 

https://greatersouthwest.michiganumc.org/ 

Stay updated on UMC news from all over the globe. 

UMC Education is always available.   

The calendar of events is full of happenings in the district.   

https://www.facebook.com/GreaterSouthwestUMC/ 

Check it out…you may be surprised at what you might learn or who you might see…  

mailto:dbagley@michiganumc.org
mailto:mnordbrock@michiganumc.org
mailto:wynne_hurlbut@frontier.com
https://greatersouthwest.michiganumc.org/
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Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

3600 E. Bristol St.  

Apt. 237  

Elkhart IN, 46514 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 
  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  

 Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Grady Reinoehl 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

 

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Lawton, MI 49065 
 
Fred Snell  
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Room 48 
Lawton, MI 49065 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

  

Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727  Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269)808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada & Jeremy Simpson 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  

  


