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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 
Avoiding Spiritual Drought 

As many people are aware, our area around Paw Paw Michigan went many days without rain during 

part of May and into June.  Since there is no sprinkler system at the parsonage the grass turned 

brown and was actually crunchy when you walked on it.  Well, those days of drought did not last 

and now we are experiencing lots of rain.  In fact, there were a couple of days recently where we had 

several inches in just a matter of hours.  The grass is green again. 

 

Two of my neighbors have sprinkler systems and their grass remained green during the drought.  

There is a lesson so clear here that one might wonder why I chose to write about it. Perhaps there are 

many analogies that can be drawn from this scenario of drought and rain.  I want to focus on just one 

and that is the installation of a “spiritual sprinkler system” to avoid the drought of faith. 

 

During most of the last year (2020) the gathering for worship saw a major “drought.”  There were 

few people “raining down” on the pews of most churches; ours was no exception.  I have to believe 

that the faith of many suffered and the consequences will be discovered months if not years from 

now.  Some consequences, however, are more immediate.  Our church, like many, suffered 

spiritually, financially, and communally.  These three aspects of a gathering for worship are 

important for the life of the church.   

 

We grow together spiritually as we support our ministries because we are presently involved; and, 

we find encouragement from one another to face the world and all it brings into our life.  When a 

spiritual drought happens collectively or for an individual, the result is a dry and crunchy-like faith – 

one that will easily burn up if faced with any flame of trial or hardship.  Clearly, being absent from 

worship is like a spiritual drought in someone’s life.  Just as the rain nourishes the grass so it will 

grow and be green, so we must receive the nourishment of God’s Holy rain of righteousness 

experienced in the presence of other believers during worship. 

 

Coming together is like having a spiritual sprinkler system in your life.  When all else around you is 

drying up and becoming brittle and crunchy – easily broken – you can remain green and vibrant to 

life itself.  The world has entered a spiritual drought generally speaking.  There is little that this 

world will offer you in the way of encouragement and building you up, making you strong to face 

life.  What we are to find in worship and in the presence of others who come to worship our Creator 

God is the nourishment of God’s Holy Word.  We are to feed on that Word and to find strength to 

live life to the fullest.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 2 
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My personal observation – and, I can assume that others have made this same observation – is 

that I am both amazed and bewildered when I consider how our gathering for worship has 

responded to the “spiritual drought” of this past year.  I am amazed by some who have returned 

to worship beating all odds that they would ever again be gathering.  And, at the same time, I 

am bewildered by many who I would have believed would surely return but have not.  

(Obviously, I refrain from giving names – but you know whether you have amazed or 

bewildered.) 

It is at this point that some may ask, didn’t we create part of the problem by setting up our Live 

Streaming making it possible for anyone to “participate” in worship without having to actually 

leave their home.  Yes, in part.  However, our purpose was and is, to make it possible for 

anyone to participate in worship when it is otherwise impossible for them to leave the confines 

of their home.  During the height of the pandemic many were duly fearful of being out for any 

reason.  It remains that many may still have proper reason for not attending worship.  Our Live 

Streaming gives everyone the possibility of being a part of our worship for whatever reason 

there may be for not attending.  The point of the Live Streaming is NOT to give someone a 

reason to never again gather with the faithful when there is otherwise nothing preventing that 

person from gathering.  And, we are addressing that concern by talking and planning and acting 

in ways to make contact with anyone who is a part of our church family and who is unable, for 

whatever reason, to attend worship in person.  We are making every effort to stay in contact. 

It remains that our worship is vital to our faith for so many reasons.  When any person of faith 

who knows that Jesus (Yeshua) is their Savior has opportunity to gather with the faithful, they 

will do so.  Our Live Streaming simply makes it possible to be a part when otherwise it is 

impossible. 

I realize that this is a long standing problem for God’s people.  Consider the words written 

nearly 2000 years ago found in the  

New Testament writing called Hebrews: 

Chapter 10 starting at verse 23: 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us 

consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching. 

Let me know what you think and let me know your thoughts on making our time of worship a 

vibrant and spiritually powerful experience. 

 

 

269-808-1167 
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North Korean refugee: ‘I knew my discovery could cost us our lives’ 

May 23, 2021 by Lindy Lowry in Stories of Persecution 

 There are very few countries left in the world that truly capture the concept of “kingdom”—where 

one person’s rule extends over every aspect of his subject’s lives. Especially in the Western world, 

kingdoms feel like a relic of a bygone era. 

 For the people of North Korea though, the concept is far too real. They have lived under the brutal 

totalitarian kingdom of the Kim Dynasty for nearly 70 years, and in that time the Kim family has stretched 

their power over every aspect of life they can touch. Currently, under the rule of Kim Jong Un, North Korea 

has attempted to squash all free speech, religion and even thought. 

But there’s another Kingdom at work in North Korea, and it’s one the Kim family hasn’t been able to topple. 

 “When I was twelve, I accidentally found a Bible my parents had hidden in their closet. I don’t know 

why, but I started to feel inside the cabinet with my hand, pulled out a book and began to read.” 

 This is the story of Kim Sang-Hwa*, a young girl raised to think differently than the Kim regime 

would want. It’s the story of a search for freedom. Most importantly, it’s the story of another Kingdom 

that’s at work deep in North Korea. 

I come from a Christian family, although for a long time I wasn’t even aware my parents were believers. 

Like so many Christian families, our family was banished to a remote village. They continued to hide their 

faith from the outside world, but I remember waking up one night when I was six. Our house was very 

small, so we all slept in the same room. When I opened my eyes, I saw my father and mother under the 

blanket, and I could hear the soft noise of the radio. Later, I learned they were listening to a broadcast from a 

Christian radio station. 

My discovery could cost me my life. I was afraid to touch the Bible, but I couldn’t just leave it there. I 

closed my eyes, picked up the book and put it back. I weighed my options. Should I tell my teacher? Should 

I visit the local security official? For fifteen days I couldn’t think about anything else. I knew it was my duty 

to report this illegal book—and my parents. But it was my family which was involved. And I also had all 

these questions: ‘Who is this God? Or ‘what’?’ 

 Finally, I had the guts to ask my father. He was very surprised and sat next to me. He asked me: “Do 

you see those old trees?” I nodded. “Who made those?” I said I didn’t know and he explained the story of 

creation to me, including how God had made Adam and Eve. 

My mother taught me to memorize Bible verses and the Apostolic Creed and also explained the gospel to 

me. My grandfather showed me how to pray: “It is just talking to God,” he said. “Nothing more, nothing 

less.” He spoke a lot about Jesus’ second coming. He really longed for that. 

To me, all those stories and ideas were so interesting. I also read the Bible for myself. But I realized it was 

dangerous. My father always emphasized not to share anything with anyone else. Then he would start to 

pray in whispers, almost inaudible. “Father, help the North Korean people to seek your Kingdom first.” 

 Sometimes my father met people in a secret location. Many children of believers came to that 

location too and learned the Bible. We prayed together. Among the people visiting the secret meetings were 

some non-believers too, even spies. When one of those visitors was dying, my father went to see him on his 

deathbed. He confessed: “I know everything about you, your family and your faith. I was a spy and ordered 

to watch you.”  “And?” my father asked.  “You are a good man. I never told anyone you were a Christian. 

Tell me how I can become a Christian too.”  In the final moments of his life, this man repented and entered 

the Kingdom of God. My father was able to lead him there. 

 

Continued on page 4 
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 After I got married, my husband and I tried to take care of homeless people. There was a 

homeless teenager who lived with us for a while. She stole all my clothes and disappeared. My father 

told me that God would provide.  A couple of days later, I was contacted by an aunt who lived in China. 

She said she had a bunch of clothes for me. My father was thrilled.  “See,” he told me, “God had 

prepared these clothes for you even before your own clothes were stolen.”  Slowly though, my husband 

and I became more and more discontent with the North Korean system. Out of every three people, at 

least one of them was a spy. We always needed to do what we were told, and my father was pretty open 

about how bad our country really was. Soon, we were confronted with that unequal system. Because of 

our wealth—which was obtained through my father’s profession and our relatives in China—we were 

labeled as “followers of capitalism.” Afraid for our family’s safety, we left our two-year-old son with my 

parents and fled the country. 

 One night in the early 2000s, we crossed the border river. It wasn’t difficult to find shelter and 

work in China, since it was the farming season.  But life was hard. That first year in China was probably 

the hardest, but there were also good things. At some point, Chinese Christians took care of us and my 

husband also gave his life to Jesus. After a year, we were able to pay a broker to bring our son back from 

North Korea to us. Years later we made it to South Korea, which is where we now live; however, my 

dreams and hopes haven’t changed much since I left North Korea all those years ago. There is much 

more freedom here in the South, but I wish I could go back to North Korea and share the gospel with the 

people there and have fellowship with the local believers. I love their faith. I’d be ready to die for the 

gospel. If I didn’t have a family here in South Korea, I would have returned already to help the people in 

need. My father always told me to seek the Kingdom first. That will always be his prayer for his country 

and all believers. This is what I pray in the morning when I kneel at the map of North Korea on the floor 

of my house and pray for my brothers and sisters. But sometimes I’m discouraged. I feel the same as 

many believers around the world where it seems like nothing is changing in North Korea. When I pray, I 

often ask God: “What’s the point? Why do you want me to keep on praying for North Korea?” But then 

God reminds me: “You know North Korea better than anyone else. You know the people and their 

suffering. If you won’t pray, who will? Rely on Me. Believe in Me.” 

And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 

dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God 

will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 

shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” Then He who sat on the throne said, 

“Behold, I make all things new.”  

Revelation 21:3-5 (NKJV) 
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Outreach News 
 

Summer has “officially” arrived on June 20!  I hope you are enjoying spending time with 
family and friends now that we can safely gather again.  We have resumed our hospitality 
time after worship.  If you would like to provide some light refreshments, please sign up in 
the lobby, or call Karen at the church office to schedule a Sunday.  
  
Plans for our joint Community Kindness Day with several other UMCs in our area are well 
under way!  The planning committee is hoping that this event creates a greater sense of 
community within and without our area churches.  You can help by:  placing some colorful 
flyers in area businesses, invite your friends and neighbors to attend, pre-sell food truck 
tickets, bake cookies, and volunteer to help on July 31st (set-up) and/or August 1st.   
A joint worship service will be held at Almena UMC at 10:30 a.m. that day.  Music and 
outdoor activities will begin at noon-3:00 p.m.  Please call Karen at the church office or 
Diane Grimm (269-808-0685) to let us know how you will help make this event a success. 
 
We will be assisting Van Buren County Children’s Intensive Services, by collecting school 
supplies and backpacks to be distributed in August.  Items may be brought to the church 
during the month of July.  
 
There will be a brief Outreach Committee Meeting after worship on June 27th. 
 
Diane Grimm, Outreach chairperson 
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Ways of giving to PPUMC if you are unable to attend in -person 
worship. 

 
1. Send a check directly to the church office – 420 W. Michigan, Paw Paw, MI 

49079 
 

2. Set up a donation on a monthly basis through your bank. 
a. If you have an account at PNC where our church account is located you 

may use the following steps: 
These are the steps to set up direct or auto pay in your PNC account. 

i. 1-log into your account 
ii. 2-Click on-pay bills 
iii. 3-Click on add bills 
iv. 4-follow prompts that come up on the screen 
v. You will need the church's name & address.  You will need to check 

with the bank as to whether or not you need the church account # or 
routing # to do it this way.   

vi. You can pick a day of the month for it to come out.   
vii. You can go to your account each month to verify that it was 

withdrawn. 
 

3. If you do not bank at PNC, check with your bank or credit union about setting up 
this same process even though it is not PNC. 

 

Please note that we are in the process of setting up donation links for our website & 
Facebook.  We will send out a notice once this has been completed. 

Thank you all for your donations to our ministries at Paw Paw United Methodist 
Church.  It is our calling to share the Good News of the Risen Christ to everyone and 
in as many ways as possible according to God’s Will.  Your giving helps make it 
possible for us to accomplish this calling. 
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– 4:30). Thank You 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  2 Chris Mortimer 

14 Erin Mortimer 

18 Mason Aldrich 

23 Dee Allen 

27 Barb Ostrander 

28 Barb Niles 

      

  

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  

     1 Chuck & Trisha Rumsey 

   17 Tom & Carol Pillars 

   23 Joe & Sue Rumsey 
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July 2021 Preaching Calendar 

July 4 – Communion 

2 Corinthians 12:6-10 

Mark 6:1-6 

(Psalm 48) 

Sermon Title: Offended by Faith 

Theme: How Christians are to remain faithful in the face of opposition. 

July 11 – Guest Speaker Rev. Bufford Coe 

July 18 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Ephesians 2:11-13 

Mark 6:30-34 

Sermon Title: Taking Care of Business 

Theme: The Church is a unique gathering with a purpose to express compassion. 

July 25 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:16-21 

Sermon Title: A Posture of Prayer 

Theme: The attitude of the Christian as we approach God in Prayer 
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Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

  

 

  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

        1  2  3 

             

4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

             

11  12  13  14  15  16  17 

             

18  19  20  21  22  23  24 

             

25  26  27  28  29  30  31 

             

             

 

 

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

w/ Communion  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

10:30 Sunday 

Worship 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

6:30  

Finance/Ad 

Council 

7:00 Trustee’s 

 

Thrift Shop  

AM Shift:  

 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship  

 

 

Office Closed 
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DISTRICT NEWS 
Located in the South Western Lower Peninsula,  

we are known as the Greater Southwest District.   

Our district encompasses 98  

UMC’s and 15 multi-point charges.  

It is one of nine districts of the Michigan Conference 

 

The people who help keep our district informed and educated are:  

Superintendent: 

Dwayne Bagley 

dbagley@michiganumc.org 

Executive Assistant: 

Mandana Nordbrock 

mnordbrock@michiganumc.org 

District Lay Leader: 

Wynne Hurlbut 

wynne_hurlbut@frontier.com 

Lay Leader Classes can be found at the link below: 

https://www.beadisciple.com/lay-servant-ministries/ 

Click or cut & paste the link to see John Wesley’s Birthplace  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-where-is-john-wesleys-

birthplace?utm_source=communication%20essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourc

eumc&utm_content=ask%20the%20umc06/16/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF9tMYyACXP

t08YLuaEl2KpkcZttGD9kly0N-

iTt5BtbxEiqsjo68OllqvveBiE27ZNLlN08ooiuIKahW5acn6OkyjqRNXi3LqLMVqe0soKpVOdeA  

mailto:dbagley@michiganumc.org
mailto:mnordbrock@michiganumc.org
mailto:wynne_hurlbut@frontier.com
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-where-is-john-wesleys-birthplace?utm_source=communication%20essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=ask%20the%20umc06/16/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF9tMYyACXPt08YLuaEl2KpkcZttGD9kly0N-iTt5BtbxEiqsjo68OllqvveBiE27ZNLlN08ooiuIKahW5acn6OkyjqRNXi3LqLMVqe0soKpVOdeA
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-where-is-john-wesleys-birthplace?utm_source=communication%20essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=ask%20the%20umc06/16/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF9tMYyACXPt08YLuaEl2KpkcZttGD9kly0N-iTt5BtbxEiqsjo68OllqvveBiE27ZNLlN08ooiuIKahW5acn6OkyjqRNXi3LqLMVqe0soKpVOdeA
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-where-is-john-wesleys-birthplace?utm_source=communication%20essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=ask%20the%20umc06/16/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF9tMYyACXPt08YLuaEl2KpkcZttGD9kly0N-iTt5BtbxEiqsjo68OllqvveBiE27ZNLlN08ooiuIKahW5acn6OkyjqRNXi3LqLMVqe0soKpVOdeA
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-where-is-john-wesleys-birthplace?utm_source=communication%20essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=ask%20the%20umc06/16/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF9tMYyACXPt08YLuaEl2KpkcZttGD9kly0N-iTt5BtbxEiqsjo68OllqvveBiE27ZNLlN08ooiuIKahW5acn6OkyjqRNXi3LqLMVqe0soKpVOdeA
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-where-is-john-wesleys-birthplace?utm_source=communication%20essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=ask%20the%20umc06/16/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF9tMYyACXPt08YLuaEl2KpkcZttGD9kly0N-iTt5BtbxEiqsjo68OllqvveBiE27ZNLlN08ooiuIKahW5acn6OkyjqRNXi3LqLMVqe0soKpVOdeA
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Those at Home:  

Jackie Ploof 

38347 CR 374 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

  

Charles & Leah Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

East Lake Nursing &  

Rehabilitation Center 

1900 Jeanwood Dr. 

Elkhart IN, 46514 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 

  

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St.  

 Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Grady Reinoehl 

677 Hazen St.  

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

 

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Lawton, MI 49065 
 
Fred Snell  
300 White Oaks Rd.  
Room 48 
Lawton, MI 49065 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

Finance/Administrative Council 

Minutes 

June 17, 2021 – 6:30 PM 

1 Call to Order – Prayer for guidance 
a. Devotional  
b. Prayer 

2 Members Present / Roll Call 
 a. Pastor David Small, Karen Barker, Betty Shafer, Jim Allen, Harley Pierce, Chris Mortimer, 

Morene Huggett, Lee Johnson 

3 Adoption of Agenda 
a. Chris motioned to adopt agenda 
b. Pastor moved Cokesbury action item and removed long range planning on agenda 
c. Pastor seconded, motion passed 

4 Approval of Minutes last meeting 
 a. Lee moved to approve the minutes 

 b. Chris seconded, motion passed 

5 Committee Reports 
a. Finance 

i. Current Budget report 
1. Review of Budget vs. Actuals: Jim Allen 
2. $1000 moved from Designated Funds Church Improvement (310.200) to 180 

Church Improvement Loan 6-16-2021 
3. UM Foundation money will be left in account to earn interest 

ii. Finance Sub Committee Report update and recommendations 
  a. Online bill pay going well -6 bills are paid ACH 

iii. Communications Sub Committee Report- Update and recommendations 
1. No new reports 

iv. Financial Secretary 
1. $400 entered as Trustee, will be moved to Tech 550.180 
2. Will purchase updated Church Windows-2 modules for $299 
3. Offering envelopes – should they be reduced from 60 boxes – TABLED 

v. Finance Technology 
 A.     PC protection software purchase 

1.    McAfee $39.99/2 years/$59.99 after that (covers 10 devices) 
2.    Norton $$39.99 first year/$84.99 after that (covers 5 devices) 
3.    Webroot is an option to look into 
4.    Contact District to see if there are any options. 

b. Pastor/Worship 
i. Recognized and appreciative that Diane & Jeremy filled pulpit during vacation 

ii. No Communion August 1st due to Community Kindness Day @ Almena UMC 
iii. Tammy Moore graveside service held June 21, 2021 @ 2:00 pm 
iv. August 22, Celebration of Life for Kay Bush held here @ 2:00 pm 
v. Parade is being held @ 3:00 – undecided if doing food event 

c. Outreach 
i. Community Kindness meeting –June 21 @ 7pm 

ii. Post/Rack Card-new visitor contact 
iii. Pack A Back Pack w/school supplies-July & August Mission Project 
iv. Outreach meeting June 27 after worship 
v. Fall Yoga Class – start in fall 
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d. Memorial Committee 
i. No action 

e. Women’s Fellowship 
i. New Leadership for the Women’s Fellowship Group – No Leadership available 

ii. Hosting a dinner – Quarterly commitment 
f. Endowment Committee 

i. Monthly Update 
ii. a. Fund doing good.  Balance is $276,000 

g. SPRC 
h. Trustees 

i. Flower gardens are looking great.  Thank you, Diane, Betty & Elaine 
ii. Jim Allen sponsored new flower pots in front of church 

iii. Need to clean fan in kitchen  
iv. Parsonage updates – Sub Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, June 22 @ 2:00 

A. Parsonage looks nice with updates 

B. Back septic needs to be replaced it’s cracked 

C. Front drain field is sinking 

D. Well is not holding pressure 

E. Mold in ceiling in bathroom 

F. Soffits & Gutters need replacing 

G. Spigot outside leaking into basement 

v. Plumber will give estimate to remove drinking fountain upstairs – its leaking water 
vi. Drinking Fountain will be replaced with water cooler 

vii. Rodent Control – too expensive to hire out 
viii. Bat cannot be removed until September to Federal protection - Very costly 

ix. Consider doing COVID Vaccine clinic 
x. Consider doing Blood Drive 

xi. Estimate to repave part of the circle drive & back parking lot was $51,000 – TABLED 
xii. How old is the boiler? 

6 Motions / Decisions  
7  a. Nothing to report 
8 Calendar Coordination – Next meeting July 15 at 6:30 PM 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727   

Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. David Small (269) 808-1167 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  

  


