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Open Hearts Open Minds Open Doors 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

     

  

Newsletter Article – April 2022 
 
 At the first church I served as pastor, the parsonage was right next to the church.  My office 
was in the house, not the church, so anyone who wanted to see me had to come to the house.  
There was only one phone line and this was before the day of Caller I.D., so when the phone rang, 
regardless of the time, I never knew if it was a parishioner calling about church business or my 
mother calling to chat about family news.  Nobody had cell phones at that time and there was no 
phone in the church, so members of the youth group who wanted to call their parents came to the 
parsonage and used the parsonage phone.  In that environment, there was very little separation 
between church and home.  My whole life was wrapped up in the church.  Even on a day off, a 
holiday, or a vacation day, I lived in a church environment twenty-four hours a day unless I was 
able to get out of town for a little while.   
 
 After six years, I moved to Massachusetts to begin a doctoral program at Boston University.  
I accepted a half-time position as music director and associate pastor at a church in the area.  I 
lived in an apartment in another city thirty minutes away.  Although I took my church position 
seriously, I was clear that I had moved to Massachusetts to go to school, not to serve this 
particular church, so school became my priority.  Because I was not the lead pastor, I had direct 
responsibility for a few ministry areas, but not the entire operation of the church.  I was at the 
church about twelve to fifteen hours a week, but I spent most of my time either at home or at the 
university.  That experience changed my perspective.  I realized that I could have a life outside the 
church.  It also helped me to recognize that members of the congregation had lives outside the 
church as well.  They had families and jobs and other responsibilities and there might be very 
good reasons why they chose not to attend a church Finance Committee meeting.   
 
 Since I have been in Paw Paw, I have been impressed with the lay leadership of this 
congregation.  I know that they have lives outside of the church as well, but they take their church 
responsibilities seriously.  Especially with a part-time, non-resident pastor who will only be here a 
few months, the role of the laity becomes especially important.  It is not realistic to push a lot of 
responsibility onto the pastor because the pastor’s role is so very limited.  In this situation, it is vital 
that the laity step up and assume a strong role.   
 
 That is exactly what I have seen happen.  Whether it is those who plan and lead worship or 
those who handle the church’s finances or those who maintain the church property or those who 
provide caring ministries or those who serve in any other role, the people of this church are doing 
the work of ministry in this place.  For that, I say thank you.  You are to be commended for your 
faithful dedication to this church and to the call of God upon your life.  Even after a new pastor 
arrives this summer, I am confident that you will continue to use your gifts for ministry as you serve 
God and serve this church in the way God has called you to do.   

 
 

Pastor Buff Coe 
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OUTREACH 
I just returned from visiting the Smokey Mountains area in Tennessee.  Springtime brings 

abundant life to this area of the country.  Mountain streams are running, wildflowers and trees 

are blooming, and there is an abundance of wildlife everywhere you look.  It made me think of 

the book our Bible study class is currently reading.   

In her book Seven Words, Susan Robb speaks of the abundant life that Jesus came to 

offer the world.  “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water 

will flow from within him.”  (John 7:38.)  Many of Jesus’ miracles involved turning scarcity 

into abundance from wine at the wedding in Cana to multiplying the loaves and fishes as he 

taught on a hillside.  Jesus offer of an abundant life is available to all that choose to follow him.  

In Robb’s words, “This is part of what God in and through Jesus Christ imagines for our lives-a 

life filled with an abundance of peace and joy; a redeemed world where hunger and disease, 

and the systems that create them and lead to death, are swallowed up forever” (pg. 64).  Jesus 

longs to offer each of us this gift of living water.  The world wants us to believe in the 

economics of scarcity, but this is not the way of God.  Jesus dares us to believe in the 

economics of abundance-a plentiful supply with enough for all.  My prayer is that our 

congregation will seek to live out an economy of abundance and share our gifts freely with each 

other, with our community, and our world. 

Diane Grimm, Lay Leader 

 

Outreach News 

Blood drive-Thank you to all the volunteers at the blood drive March 23rd.  28 pints of blood 

were collected!  We hope to host another one later this year.   

Care & Connect Easter baskets-We plan to send out Easter treats the week prior to Easter.  

Donations of candy or small treats can be dropped off at church by April 10th.   

Connect & Share bags with our church name on them are available in the lobby.  Please take 1 

home and return it with items for our current outreach projects (Eleanor’s Pantry & Wings of 

God).   
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Confidentiality Statement 

If for some reason you would prefer your name/number NOT be listed in the bulletin or newsletter 

OR you prefer to NOT have your picture on our church website, please contact the church office 

(269) 657-7727, M-TH (9 am– 4:30). Thank You 

Please call the office if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary or if it is incorrect!  

  00 Elaine Hoff 

  11 Doris Stembaugh (89) 

  16 Charlie Brennan 

  17 Sharon Lantz 

  18 Jim Allen 

  20 Joe Rumsey 

  22 Morene Huggett 

       Marilyn Doyle 

  28 Doug Grimm 

   

  

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  

• April 2, 1792 - Congress established 

the first U.S. Mint at Philadelphia. 

 

• April 22, 1864 - "In God We Trust" 

was included on all newly minted 

U.S. coins by an Act of Congress. 

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

     

  

 

 

 

  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES OF 

ALMENA, LAWRENCE. LAWTON & PAW PAW 

WILL BE HOLDING A COMMUNITY 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15 @ 7 PM – PPUMC 
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Join us for  

“Let Us” Coffee Hour 

Tuesday, April 19, 2022,  

2:00 – 3:00 PM 

 

“Let Us Meet Together”   

Hebrews 10:24-25 

Encourage a friend to join us 

APRIL 2022 Preaching Calendar 

 

April 3   
Scripture:  John 12:1-8   
Sermon:  What Will You Give Him?   
 
April 10   
Scripture:  Luke 19:28-40   
Sermon:  Words That Must Be Said   
 
April 15  - GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
Scripture:  Isaiah 52:13-53:12,  John 19:17-30   
Sermon:  It Is Finished   
 
April 17  - EASTER SERVICE 
Scripture:  Luke 24:1-12   
Sermon:  Overcoming Doubt with Faith   
 
April 24   
Scripture:  Revelation 1:4-8   
Sermon:  Introduction to Revelation   

 

 

 

Our Card Ministry is 

available to anyone; 

birthdays, get well, 

thinking of you, etc. If you 

know of anyone who needs a 

Card Shower, please contact 

the office, and get it in the 

bulletin. 

 

 

  

Just a reminder if you cannot 

make it to in person worship, we 

are live streaming on Facebook at 

10:30 AM on Sundays.  The video 

is also available to watch at a later 

time as well. 
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

          1  2 

             

3  4  5  6  7  8  9 

             

10  11  12  13  14  15  16 

             

17  18  19  20  21  22  23 

             

24  25  26  27  28  29  30 

             

             

 

 

 

 

*9-10 Bible Study 

*10:30 Sunday 

Worship 

COMMUNION 

Outreach MTG 

following worship 

 

9:00 – 10:00 

Bible Study 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship 

 

 

9:00-10:00 

Bible Study 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship -

Easter Service 

9:00-10:00 

Bible Study 

10:30 Sunday 

Worship 

Crop Walk-1PM 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Good Friday 

Service  

7:00 PM 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Wings of God 

 

2:00 PM 

“Let Us” 

Coffee Hour  

4 Churches 

4 Jesus 

6:30 PM 

PPUMC-

Open 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

11 AM  Chapel 

Maple Lake 

 

 

7:00 PM 

Trustee - Open 

7:00 PM 

Endowment 

Open 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

10 AM -Sub 

Finance-Open 
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EASTER COLORING PAGE FOR YOUTH 
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Commission on the General Conference 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 3, 2022  

Nashville, Tenn.: As the pandemic continues and the wait time for visas 

stretches to over two years in some countries, the Commission on the General 

Conference announced today that the 2020 General Conference cannot be held 

in 2022 due to COVID-related and governmental policies/constraints.  

Commission members received a report based on conversations with multiple 

officials of the U. S. Department of State outlining the massive backlog of visa 

applications in some areas. This backlog has led to wait times up to 800+ days 

for scheduling an initial interview. In addition, commission members described 

an increasingly complex interview process in some areas requiring two or three 

interviews, which also creates a roadblock that would preclude participation by 

many delegates outside the United States of America.   

Commission chairperson Kim Simpson said the decision to postpone once again 

was an exceedingly difficult one, with many factors to consider -- including visas 

and passports, the health and safety of delegates, volunteers and other 

attendees, vaccination rates, and the need for provisions for quarantine or 

medical care should any delegates contract COVID-19. 

"We engaged in a fair, thorough, integrity-filled discussion of the alternatives," 

said Simpson. "The visa issue is a reality that is simply outside our control as we 

seek to achieve a reasonable threshold of delegate presence and participation. 

Ultimately our decision reflects the hope that 2024 will afford greater 

opportunity for global travel and a higher degree of protection for the health 

and safety of delegates and attendees." 

Continued on page 8 
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The Book of Discipline 2016 requires the Commission to take necessary 

measures to assure full participation of all General Conference delegates. 

Consistent with that guidance, the Commission determined that the physical 

attendance of as many delegates as possible at the General Conference is 

critically necessary. 

A significant advantage of further postponing the 2020 General Conference to 

2024 is that the Commission has already secured a venue for what would have 

been the regularly scheduled quadrennial event. An announcement about the 

location will be forthcoming as soon as the required logistical planning is 

complete. 

According to Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of the General Conference, 

moving the legislative gathering to 2023 was an option that was discussed, but 

was not found to be feasible due to a number of reasons, including but not 

necessarily limited to the logistical challenges of planning, the remaining 

backlog of visa applications and interviews, and the proximity to the 2024 

General Conference.  

A technology study team appointed by the Commission reported in February 

2021 that it wasn’t feasible to create a virtual alternative of the General 

Conference that would safeguard the integrity of the voting and credentialing 

process, meet legal requirements, and support the complexity of the legislative 

committees required by ¶507.11 including but not limited to interpretation in 

multiple languages, and meaningful participation across multiple time zones. 

While many churches and organizations have adapted technology for events 

that are based heavily on presenter/observer situations, that is not the type of 

gathering that embodies a General Conference. Full participation of delegates in 

Christian conferencing as a means of grace was not seen as possible under 

these circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 9 
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Secretary of the General Conference, Gary Graves, said the further 

postponement raises a number of additional questions not specifically 

addressed in The Book of Discipline 2016. “As the postponed 2020 General 

Conference now enters the typical cycle of preparation for a General 

Conference that would have been held in 2024, we will need to look to the 

Judicial Council for clarity regarding which preparations and processes are 

based on the postponed 2020 General Conference and which would need to be 

enacted should this be seen as a new 2024 General Conference.”  

The Judicial Council recently ruled that, “the deadlines for petitions submission 

in ¶ 507 are based on the date of the postponed General Conference and reset 

with each postponement.” 

The Commission will meet again on March 28 to continue the work of preparing 

for the postponed 2020 General Conference and looking ahead for possible 

solutions that may help avoid delays in future meetings should unforeseen 

circumstances occur or persist. 

Simpson expressed appreciation to all of those in the Dakotas-Minnesota Area 

who were involved in planning for hosting and providing volunteers for the 

Minneapolis event. “We want to recognize the efforts of everyone who has 

worked so hard over several years to provide a welcoming experience. We are 

grateful to James Haun for his leadership as Local Host Committee Chair and his 

service on the Commission on the General Conference,” said Simpson. 

Hotchkiss added, “We appreciate the patience and understanding of the Local 

Host Committee as we have gone back to the drawing board on multiple 

occasions. They have been more than gracious.”  

According to Graves, “It is always a monumental task to host the General 

Conference, but to prepare several times and still not be able to put those plans 

into action seems even more difficult. We look forward to ways that we will 

honor the efforts of the Dakotas-Minnesota Local Host Committee when we 

finally meet together.” 

Continued on page 10 
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“The Commission appreciates that many people are disappointed about the 

circumstances of the 2020 General Conference and shares in the 

disappointment that it has not been able to be held,” said Simpson. “COVID-19 

has tested the collective patience, understanding, compassion, resolve, and 

even faith of the world. Commission members remain hopeful and pray that the 

world’s circumstances improve to help make the next General Conference not 

only possible, but a reminder of the witness of The United Methodist Church as 

a global representation of the body of Christ.” 

 

Crop Walk 

Sunday April 24 

Mark your calendars Crop Walk is coming.  The walk will be held outside at Paw 

Paw UMC. Registration is at 1:00 and the walk starts at 2:00. There will be a non-

perishable food & cleaning supply collection for local pantries. There will be more 

information coming soon.  If you have any questions, please contact  

Laurel Sherburn (269)657-4952 

email: lauda76@hotmail.com  
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Continued on page 12 
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continued on page 13 
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continued on page 14 
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Continued on page 15 
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Continued on page 16 
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1 - 1 Samuel 1-3 

2 - 1 Samuel 4-7 

3 - 1 Samuel 8-11 

4 - 1 Samuel 12-14:23 

5 - 1 Samuel 14:24-16 

6 - 1 Samuel 17-18 

7 - 1 Samuel 19-21 

8 - 1 Samuel 22-24 

9 - 1 Samuel 25-27 

10 - 1 Samuel 28-31 

11 - 2 Samuel 1-2 

12 - 2 Samuel 3-5 

13 - 2 Samuel 6-9 

14 - 2 Samuel 10-12 

15 - 2 Samuel 13-14 

16 - 2 Samuel 15-16 

17 - 2 Samuel 17-18 

18 - 2 Samuel 19-20 

19 - 2 Samuel 21-22 

20 - 2 Samuel 23-24 

21 - 1 Kings 1-2:25 

22 - 1 Kings 2:26-4 

23 - 1 Kings 5-7 

24 - 1 Kings 8 

25 - 1 Kings 9-11 

26 - 1 Kings 12-13 

27 - 1 Kings 14-15 

28 - 1 Kings 16-18 

29 - 1 Kings 19-20 

30 - 1 Kings 21-22 

BIBLE IN A YEAR-April 
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 Those at Home:   

Charles Moses  

413 W. St. Joseph 

Lawrence, MI  49064 

 

Beverly & Jerry Reshman 

132 North Street 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

Barb Ostrander  

26058 Northland Crossing Dr 

Elkhart, IN  46514-7302 

 

George & Juanita Bolton 

77930 CR 652  

Lawton, MI 49065 

 

Barb Niles 

4249 Lakesedge Dr #313 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Rich & Holly Neterer 

44813 Oak Leaves Lane 

Mattawan, MI 49071 

 

Cheryl Reinoehl 

27420 Birmingham Ct. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Janet Grimm 

2920 Crystal Lane 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 

 

Jane Seekman 

2623 Kistler Rd 

Battle Creek, MI  49014 

 

 

 

  

Please Remember 

these friends with a 

card or visit 

 

 
 
 

 

Maple Lake Assisted Living 

Jean Dahms 

677 Hazen St. Rm. #16 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

 

White Oaks  

Bill & Doris Stembaugh 
300 White Oaks Rd. Room 24 
Lawton, MI 49065 
 

Miller Court 

Inez Bitely 

205 Miller Ct. S.  #104 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 

Meadowwoods 

Leah Moses 

42235 CR 390 

Bloomingdale, MI  49026 

 

NORTHWOODS VILLAGE 

Grady Reinoehl 

6203 Stadium Drive 

Kalamazoo, MI  49009 
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Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Ave. 

Paw Paw, MI  49079 
  

  

  

Please Join us on Sundays: 

 Bible Study at 9:00 am -10:00 am 

Worship Service at 10:30 am 

 

Paw Paw United Methodist Church 

420 W. Michigan Avenue 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 

Phone: (269) 657-7727   

Fax: (269) 657-7728 

E-mail: pawpawunitedmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Website:  www.pawpawumc.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Bufford “Buff” Coe 

Organist/Pianist: Carmon Posada 

Director of Music: Christine Mortimer 

  
  

  

  


